
The Rise of Israel - Vol. 31
The Zionist Political Program, 1940-1947

CONTENTS

1 Note by David Ben-Gurion on die new Churchill government, 14 May 1940.

C.Z.A. Z4/I4632,

I

2 U.S. Ambassador Kirk (Cairo) to Secretary of State Hull, 23 May 1941, suggesting that the
government press the Zionists to moderate their program, so as to case the British position i n

the Arab world.

N.A. 740.001 1/EW 1939/1 1258.

5

3 Memorandum on Zionist policy by David Ben-Gurion, 15 October 1941; Foreign Office comments
on the memorandum (which was taken from Ben  ■Gurion's baggage anti photocopied when he
departed England).

F.O. 371/127129.

13

4 Foreign Office memorandum. 29 October 1941; Palestine High Commissioner Harold MacMtcltael
to the Colonial Office, 4 November, on the Zionists' postwar plans for Palestine.

F.O. 371/27129.

40

5 Art icle by Chaim Wei /unarm — “Palestine’s Role i n  the Solution o f  the Jewish Problem” —
demanding establishment of a Jewish stale i n  Palestine after the war.

Affairs (January 1942), 324-338.

50

6 Lord Halifax, Brit ish ambassador to Washington, to the Foreign Office, 20 May 1942, reporting
the main resolutions o f  the Zionist "Biltimore" conference. New York City.

65

F.O. 371/31378.



7 Exchange o f  Icllcrs among Chaim Weizmann, David Ren-Gurion, and Rabbi Stephen Wise
(American Zionist leader), 11-22 June 1942, on the rift between Weizmann and Ben-Gurion,

W.A.

B Lord Halifax 10 the Foreign Office. I July 1942. reporting an the U.S Slate Department views of
Zionist policy.

F.O. 371/31379.

9 Chaim Weizmann to Bed Locker, Palestinian Labor Zionist representative in London, 27 July 1942, 76
on his rift with David Ren-Gurion.

W.A.

10 Meyer Weisgal. a Weizmann aide, to Gershon Agronsky, editor of the Fd/esrine (later Jeruw/cm) 78
Fo.v, 29 July 1942, on the work of, and rifts between, Zionist leaders.

W.A.

1 1 Stephen Wise to David Ben-Gurion, 16 September 1942, on the latter’s rift will) Weizmann. 86

W.A.

12 Arthur !.curie, the Zionist representative i n  New York, to Professor Selig Brodetsky, the English 8B
Zionist leader, 18 September 1942, on Ben -Gurion’s interpretation o f  the Biltmore program and
his rift with Weizmann.

W.A.

1 3 Inspector A. Giles, of the Palestine Police Force, to the chief secretary of the Palestine 90
administration, 12 October 1942, on Ben-Gurion’s report on his visit  to the United Stales

F.O. 921/6.

14 Chaim Weizmann to Blanche Dugdalc ("Baffy”), S January 1943* speculating on rhe postwar 94
situation and the future o f  the Zionist program.

W.A.

1 5 Program o f  the Zionist conference at Pittsburgh, 23-24 January 1943, preliminary to a general 99
assembly of all Jewish organizations i n  the United States, with a view to their adoption 0! the
Zionist program. (See also Document 17.)

W.A.

16 Chaim Weizmann to Lord Halifax, 30 January 1943, reporting on Weizmann's meeting at the 103
U.S. State Department.

W.A.

I Meyer Weisgal to Beri Locker, 7 February 1943, reporting on activity within American Jewish lOfj
organizations.

W.A.



IK

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Chaim Weizmimn to Moshe Shertok, political secretary o f  the Jewish Agency. 31 !March 1943,
on the former’s constitutional authority as president of the World Zionist Organization.

W.A.

Moshe Shettok's report. 27 April 1943. on his visit  to London and the United Slates.

F.O. 371/35035.

Chaim Weizmann's note on his interview with President Frank! in D ,  Roosevelt, 1 1 June 1943.

W.A.

Zionist Executive meeting, London, 5 July 1943: Weizmann's repon on his stay in the United
Slates.

C.Z.A. Z4/3O2/27.

Zionist Executive meeting, London, 14 September 1943; Weizmann’s report on his talk wi th the
Soviet ambassador to London, Maisky, and possible Soviet support for Zionists.

W.A.

Zionist Executive meeting, London, 15 November 1943, on the Ben- Gurion- Weizmann rih.

C.Z.A, Z4/.3O2/281.

Chaim Weinmann to Moshe Shcriok. 17 November 1943. oti the rift with David Ben-Gurion.

W.A .

Chaim Weizmann to Lord Mclchcit, 12 April 1944, enclosing a memorandum on the situation i n
Palestine and the war effort of Palestine Jewry.

W.A .

Chaim Weizmann io Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, American Zionist leader, 18 October 1944, on his
activity i n  London.

W.A ,

Cabinet memorandum by the colonial secretary. 30 October 1944, enclosing a Weizmann
memorandum on Palestine policy.

Cab. 9 5/14. P.(M) (44) 15.

Ge ration Ag tonsky’s ttoic on the discussion with American Jewish leaders on Zionist policy,
19 June 1945.

C.Z.A. 525/7497.

Zionist Executive meetings London, between 13 September and 23 Octtiher !945. reporting
contacts with members and the new Lalxiur government.

C.Z.A. Z4/3O2/23, Z4/10 3791 1, 24/302/30.

113

lift

123

127

135

136

137

139

147

149

152

155



168

173

185

207

2 )1

212

219

220

224

227

Nahum Goldman, president of the World Jewish Congress and member o f  the Jewish Agency
Executive, to Moshe Shertok, 20 February 1946, on political prospects tor achieving Zionist goals.

C.Z A .  7.6/302.

British embassy in Washington to Ernest Bevin, 25 February 1946, enclosing the staff’s
assessment of Jewish affairs in die United States.

F.O. 371/52568.

David Ben-Gurion's analysis of the Labour government's Palestine policy, February 1946,

C.Z A. S25/769O.

Nahum Goldmann to David Ben-Gurion, 20 June 1946, on contacts with the Anglo-American
Committee of Inquiry.

B .  GA .

Eliezer Kaplan, treasurer of the Jewish Agency, to Moshe Shertok, July 1946, proposing terms
for acceptance o f  lite British- inspired cantonization plan for Palestine (Morrison ■Gr.tdy), which
later formed the basis for the Jewish Agency Executive resolution i n  Paris fscc Document 36).

C. Z.A, 55/7708,

David Ben-Gurion's scheme, 1 7 July 1946, for partition of Palestine between the Jews and King
Abdullah of Trans -Joni an.

C.Z.A. S5/797.

Vote by the Jewish Agency Executive, in Paris, 5 August 1946. on lite terms of reference for a
mission by Nahum Goldmann to Washington, 5 August 1946.

C.Z, A .  S25/7161.

Meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council ׳ A.Z.E.C.),
7 August 1946, including the report by Nahum Goldmann and discussion on (he Jewish Agency
Executive program.

C.Z.A. Z5/1I72.

IxsnJ Invcrehapel, the British ambassador to Washington, 10 the Foreign Office, 9 August 1946,
on the communication by Nahum Goldmann of the new Zionist policy.

F.O. 371/52251.

Undersecretary of State Dean Acheson to Avcrcll Harriman. U.S. Ambassador to London,
20 August 1946, on Nahum Goldmatwi's telephone report about his talks with Ernest Bevin.
Nahum Goldmann to Dean Acheson, 30 August, reporting on negotiations with the British
government and an differences within the Zionist movement itself and pressing forexpression
of support by the United Slates government for partition,

N.A. 867N.01/8-2046. N A. N.N.D. 760050.

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39



40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

Executive meeting of A.Z.F..C., 1 August 1946, on the organization of a U.S. Zionist lobby. 236

W.A ,

Foreign Secretary Ernest Bev in 10 Prime Minister Clement All lee, 14 August 1946, reporting cm 237
talks with Nahum Goldmann about the latter's visit to Washington.

F.O. 371/52552.

Public statement by the Jewish Agency Executive, 23 August 1946, at close of its special session 242
in Paris, condemning the continuance of the White Paper policy and rcafllrming ll*c Jewish
people's inalienable tight to return to tlieir National Home.

C.Z.A. Z/4/15/70.

Executive meeting of A.Z.E.C., 26 August 1946, 10 hear repons on the Jewish Agency 243
Executive's special session tn Paris and on Zionist work i n  the United States.

C.Z.A. Z5/I172.

Minutes of the meeting between Zionist and British government delegations, I October 1 946, 248
on the political future of Palestine.

C.Z.A. S25/7566.

British embassy in Washington to the Foreign Office. 4 October 1946, advising o f  the intention 255
of President Hany S Truman lo make a public announcement on Palestine (the so-called Yom
Kippur statement) i n  which, among other things, lie calls for the immediate substantial
immigration to Palestine o f  Jewish displaced persons.

F.O. 371/52560.

Eliahu Epstein (later Elaihj to Nahum Goldmann, 9 October 1946, giving the background to 260
President Truman's Yom Kippur statemen[.

W.A.

Abba Hillel Silver to David Ben-Gurion, 9 October 1946, giving his evaluation of the Yom 265
Kippur  statement.

W.A .

Abba Hillel Silver to David Ben -Gurion. 1 1 October 1946. on his lobbying within the Republican 272
Party to get across Zionist proposals at the Anglo-American conference in Paris.

W.A,

Meyer Weisgal to Eliezcr Kaplan, 5 November 1946, on the rift between Nahum Gcldmann and 273
Abba Hillel Silver, following the former’s August mission i n  Washington.

W.A.



50 British embassy i n  Washington to the Foreign Office, i 7  November 1946, enclosing a note by
the ambassador of the meeting between Ernest Bevm and Rabbi Silver and an evaluation 01
Silver's position.

F.O. 371/52565.

51  Foreign Secretary Bevin to Prime Minister AiLiee, 26 November 1946, appraising the positions of 280
Silver and llw Zionists and o f  Secretary of State James Byrnes on the Palestine problem.

F.O. 371/52565.

52 Foreign Secretary Bevin to Prime Minister Attlee, 26 November 1946, reporting i n  full on 284
meetings i n  New York with Zionist and American leaders.

Prcm. 8/627.

53 Cabinet discussion, 28 November 1946. agreeing to Foreign Secretary Revin's proposal not to 292
accede to the Zionist demand that die government indicate its readiness to considcr.flie pa hit ion
of  Palestine.

Cab. 128/6.

54 Report by Rabbi Stephen Wise, 3 January 1 47 .  describing the World Zionist Congress, at Basel, 294
al which Dr. Wctzmanri was not reelected as president of the organization

WA.

ABBREVIATIONS
A.Z.E.C. American Zionist Emergency Council

B.G.A. Ben-Gurion Archives, Sdc Reker, Israel

Cab Cabinet Records. London

C-Z.A. Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem

F.O. Foreign Office, London

N.A.  National Archives, Washington, DC .

Prcm. Prime Minister's Ofi icc, London

W.A.  Weizmann Archives, Rehovot, Israel




