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JUDGE HUTCHESON: I think we are now ready to begin the proceedings for 

this morning. According to the schedule laid down the first witnesses will 

be on behalf of Agudath Israel. I understand that Dr. Isaac Breuer, who 

represents the World Organisation will speak to us first. Dr. Breuer, we are 

ready to hear you.

DR. BREUER: Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen of the Committee, on behalf of 

Agudath Israel World Organisation may I open our case in reliance on the 

Memorandum which we have submitted to you.

We are before you here as the representatives of the independently 

organised Jewry of Palestine and the whole world.

We have come here in order to demonstrate the Jewish People as being 

at one; at one in the demand for opening the gates of the Holy Land for the 

immigration of its sons'} at one in the demand for the development of its 

absorptive capacity to the utmost, and for the establishment of a political 

regime which is capable to guarantee free immigration and the corresponding 

development of the absorptive capacity of the land.

This demand is not a Zionist demand, but is the demand of the entire 

Jewish People. It is not only a demand of the entire Jewish People, but a 

demand of objective Law, of objective Justice, according to our deep 

conviction.

We have been deprived of this land 2000 years ago by violence. After 

heroic resistance we have finally succumbed to violence, since the Almighty 

allowed it. But for 2000 years this land remained crippled, Our People 

remained crippled, and our Law of Thorah, revealed to us by the Almighty for 

all eternity, remained crippled.

Our land remained crippled. What has become of it in all these 

2000 years, of this land which, after the testimony of the Bible, once 

flowed of milk and honey! Have you seen its naked rocks, its staring 

rocks, its staring barrenness? Not occupation alone can found claim, but 

achievement during occupation. The world today does not think capital

istically enough to believe that occupation as such can sustain title.

Today we say: Occupation obliges, and when the obligation arising from
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occupation has not been fulfilled, it cannot sustain title either! In 

65 years the returning sons of this land have done with it more than others 

in a millonium!

Our People remained crippled. We remained a nation in spite of 

separation; in all these 2000 years wo have as a nation cut roots nowhore 

else, and our martyrdom during those 2000 years is the martyrdom of a nation 

separated from its land. Our mutilation we pressed into our daily prayers, 

morning, afternoon, and evening, and did not partake of bread without there

after remembering our mutilation. In our Sabbaths and Holidays it is 

mutilation which is for ever urging into our prayers, and no bridegroom in 

all these 2000 years has joined a bride to himself without carrying on 

himself the sign of mutilation, and without prayer being fervently offered 

for the voice of jubilation and joy, the voice of bridegroom and bride, to 

be heard once again in the towns of Judea and the streets of Jerusalem.

And our Holy Thorah remained crippled. More than half of its 

precepts can only bo fulfilled in our land, have remained unfulfilled in 

2000 years, and have remained to us to this day valid and merely arrested 

law. Our Thorah has been calling during 2000 years for a national economy 

which it may order according to its social ideal, for a national culture 

which it may mould according to its ideas, for the nation of Thorah which 

it may comprehend by its Law, for the land of Thorah that may become it a 

home onco again.

Whatever is historically bound, cannot be severed without mutilation. 

When the Mandate recognised the historical connection of the Jewish People 

with this country it recognised at the same time that without concretisation 

the connection of our People with our land and our Thorah must remain 

crippled.

But in our conviction this our demand is also one of international 

law and international justice.

Ever since 2000 years the Jewish People has swayed through the 

history of nations, to them all very often a burden, and to itself often 

nameless pain. At the end of the first World War tho Almighty enlightened 

the leaders of Great Britain, and on their initiative the League of Nations,
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whose memory we bless, gave us the Mandate. That Mandate, it is our 

sincorest conviction, is also a mandate of the Almighty to the nations to 

come to the assistance of the oldest of nations, to the nation of the Bible. 

Do not deny your loyalty to the Mandate of the Almighty It is in irresist

ible contradiction to the policy of the White Paper. At the close of the 

second World War the Jewish People has been left unspeakably more pained 

and unspeakably more unhappy than it was at the end of the first World War. 

The attitude which the Powers of the earth shall maintain towards the Jewish 

People at the end of the second World War will be a true measure of their 

resolve to let law and justice, faith and sincerity, reign supreme in the 

life of nations for the times to come.

In loyalty to the tradition of our People, wo do not see in the Arc.b- 

Jewish problem a problem of world politics and not a power problem, but a 

problem of Daw. In loyalty to the tradition of our People, we are convinced 

that law alone is capable of bringing peace into the relations of nations.

The Jewish People claims naught but its lawful rights. May you bring about 

a decision according to objective law, and let then, if necessary, power 

protect the law. Power must never pronounce on what is to be right, but 

objectively found law may claim to be protected by power.

The yearnings of the best minds of men follow today the predictions of 

our prophets since thousands of years, that not force but law and justice 

shall determine the relations of nations. Let you make a start in the Holy 

Land. If law and justice are allowed to decide, we ore convinced that the 

Jewish People will successfully maintain its claims.

JUDGE HUTCHESONt Thank you, Dr, Breuer. Now, Rabbi Blau, would 

you like to speak to us?

RABBI BLAU: May I be allowed to speak in Hebrew, Sir?

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Would you not do very well in English?

RABBI BLAU: No, I am afraid I am net very good in English.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Certainly, do as you wish.

RABBI BLAU: Thank you very much. (Interpreted). Mr Chairman, 

Gentlemen of the Committee of Inquiry; in the name of the Central Agudath 

Israel in Palestine I ask permission to bring to your notice the following
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fow points as a supplement to the memorandum we submitted to you. I was born 

in Jerusalem, I am a descendant of the early immigrants from Eastern Europe 

who have come to Palestine at the close of the eighteenth century. I am 

from that part of the Jewish population in Palestine which is usually termed 

the Old Yishuv. I am a descendant of those Jews who about H O  years ago 

voluntarily left their position in the Diaspora and after great danger lurking 

on the way, in sailing ships for many months, they came to Palestine to caress 

its earth and to kiss its stones. Thanks to that Old Yishuv which existed 

in Palestine at the time of the outbreak of the first World War, there was a 

Jewish population in the country whose existence has been taken into account 

when the Balfour Declaration was issued, and it served as a basis and 

foundation for subsequent waves of immigration, and for the rebuilding of the 

country during the last period. The Old Yishuv has laid the foundations 

also of the Jewish population for rebuilding work in this country, and if you 

have the opportunity to visit the Jewish settlements of Petah Tikva, Hadera, 

etc., you will see there great development; you will also be able to see the 

resting place of the early daring sons of Jerusalem who about sixty years 

ago have sacrificed their lives as an altar of the upbuilding of Palestine, 

and met early death from malaria and yellow fever. Both in life and death 

they have laid the foundation stone of the Jewish agricultural settlement in 

Palestine, the country of their ancestors. This population has also founded 

and maintained various public institutions, like hospitals, orphanages, 

higher schools of study, and elementary schools of study, which still serve 

as a source of inspiration to the Old Yishuv as well as generally to the 

whole Jewish Yishuv.

I want now to touch on certain points in connection with our 

appearance before you. First* the bond' between the people of Israel and 

the country of Israel. The link between the people of Israel and the Holy 

Land is an ancient historical link which has existed unbrokenly since it 

was given to Israel by the Word of the Divine Lord. Providence has chosen 

the people of Israel to inherit the country of Israel, so distinguished by 

its holiness. It Is described in the law as, "the land which the Lord gave 

us, for the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it from the beginning
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of the hour oven unto the end of the year, since the day on which the Lord 

said unto Abraham, Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it and in 

the breadth of it, for 1 will, give it unto thee". It is the Holy Land 

rightly belonging to the people of Israel, and ever since the conquest of the 

country by Joshua the son of Nun the sons of Israel have resided in the Holy 

Land for about L+00 years uninterruptedly. During all that long period 

Eretz Israel was a source of faith and a centre of culture and sublime ethics 

for the entire world, although after we have, been exiled in expiation of our 

sins by the Romans, and after the Holy land, the palace of the Lord, had by 

will of Providence almost emptied itself of its people so that they were 

dispersed in all four corners of the earth, purifying their souls for 

completion of their eternal mission, the link between them and the land of 

their inheritance has never been severed even for a single day. The People 

of Israel, in all its countries of dispersion, has never ceased ardently 

hoping to return to Zion, and this hope was not a matter of a very far 

future. The hope to return to Zion has always been there, though it .+ 

tarry wait for itbecause it will surely come, it will not tarry.

Immigration to the land of Israel throughout the period of 

dispersion was always regarded as a meritorious deed. The acquisition of 

land in Eretz Israel and its cultivation was also a meritorious deed in 

fulfilment of the Divine Law, "and you shall possess it and the world therein".

Apart from this, the land of Israel remained, after the expulsion of

its people, a centre of holiness. Through it all prayers said by Jews

throughout the world come to rise to Heaven, "and they will pray unto Thee

unto the land which Thou gavest unto their fathers". Settling in the Holy 
Land has always been regarded as a form of. spiritual perfection. Those holy

men whose ardent desire was to live in the land of promise a life of 

sanctity and purity, and who strived for that perfection throughout their 

whole lives. There was never a time when Jews did not reside in Eretz 

Israel throughout the centuries of dispersion and up to this day, and 
Jewish settlement in Palestine, though sometimes on a very small scale, 

has continued for the last 3,200 years.

This historical link has also been recognised in the Palectine Mandate. 

It says, "Since the existence of the historical connection of the Jewish



- 7-

people with Palestine has thus been recognised, the link that' constitutes 

grounds for the constitution of the national home in this country", etc., 

etc. The claim of the Jewish people to Palestine is therefore a very ancient 

claim. It has been recognised by the Lord, the Giver of the Law, and has 

been approved in the Mandate.

The second point is, what is to be done at once? You have seen great 

territories in Europe which are littered with masses of graves of millions of 

Jews. You have seen some of the infernal devices by which hundreds of 

thousands of aged people, Women and children, were tortured to death. You 

have visited the crematoria in which hundreds of thousands of humanbeings 

were burnt alive, and you were shocked; your eyes ran with tears. The human 

feelings in you were deeply hurt and you gave eypression to your feelings.

You have visited the concentration camps, and you have seen the survivors of 

unheard of deeds, and you have seen the single survivors of whole families.

You took interest in the conditions of their lives; you noticed their 

despair; you could read on their faces the fear of the future. You have 

heard the knockings of their hearts and you have been impressed. From the 

mass graves of millions, from the heaps and the ashes of burnt bodies, from 

the depth of the wounded and bleeding hearts of the survivors you. have heard 

the voice of the whole human race clamouring for a better world. We are 

sure that in your ears still resounds the echo of the voices of hundreds oft 

thousands. You have heard the voice imploring you, "Let us go to Palestine 

for we have no other place in the world". You came to Palestine,, You have 

passed through the southern part of the country, through the mountains of 

Judah, and you have seen large areas lying desolate for thousands of years, 

and you may have heard their voices crying out for revival. You have i 

visited the Valley of Sharon and the settlements of Esdraelon. You have seen 

for yourselves how quickly the land has developed, and it has given the 

blessings of its fruit to the sons now returning to it after 2,000 years.

You have reached Jerusalem and you have met representatives of the Yishuv,

and you may have become aware of the firmness and the unity and unifying 
demand of the whole people of Israel for the opening of the gates of this

country to the remnants of Jewry in the lands of their dispersion.



You have heard the demand of the Old Yishuv. You are now aware that the 

whole Ylshuv is prepared to share their fruits with the newcomers from the 

Diaspora, that they are prepared to receive with open arms all those who 

survived the massacres. You have heard the voice rising from the hearts of 

600,000 Jews in this country who are crying out to you, "Let our brethren 

come to Palestine". Do not seek to enquire too much into the question of 

c apacity of absorption, for a mother absorbs and does not ask how. Do not 

ignore these voices. Give expression to your human feelings and your 

conscience. Expiate to some measure the great sin of mankind as a whole 

which permitted the extermination of millions of people who were created in 

the image of God. Blot out in some measure the sin by which civilisation has 

been disgraced by permitting the brutes to destroy their victims under the 

very eyes of the civilised world. There can be no durable solution to the 

problem into which you are enquiring unless the remnants are admitted into 

this country at once, for their sufferings have reached the limit. You may 

be certainly aware of all this, perhaps even more than many among us.

Any permanent solution that is not preceded by the immediate immigration into 

Palestine of the Jewish survivors in Europe can be of no avail since there is 

an acute danger that they may perish in the meantime in utter hopelessness, 

weakness and disease. Any delay, any postponement of their immigration, only 

serves to protract the tragedy and is tantamount to approval, by such 

inertia, Sitting and doing nothing, while a way of extermination was taken 

by the Nazis. The foundations of our world have been shaken; humanity is 

in dire need of peace and justice. Prove that you too are struggling for 

peace and justice. Your findings will then mark the start of the 

restoration of the principles of justice in our world; for only after the 

crying injustice that has been perpetrated on Israel by the nations of the 

world has been amended can humanity ever hope for redemption. For the 

sake of the holiness of this ancient country, and for the sake of all 

that is holy and dear to the human race as a whole, we implore you to 

recommend the immediate immigration into Palestine of the remnants of 

European Jewry.
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JUDGE HUTCHESON: I read the very interesting memorandum and the 

pamphlet which accompanied it, and we have heard in America and also in 

London from the same organisation. We realise, I think, the basis of this 

organisation and the differences which lie between then and the Zionist 

movement, and we have heard before what you put in your paper, that the 

Zionists have denied you proper representation. I think all that is quite 

clear from your paper and your recommendations. I do not wish to ask any 

questions because it is clear from what we have heard in the past, and from 

reading this very clear and precise memorandum, that you base your case on 

the law of God. I understand, I think, something about your theory. I do 

not want to ask any questions. I am satisfied to take the memorandum and 

your statement as you have -given it to us. -

A. Thank you very much.

DR. AYDELOTTE: I would like to tick Dr. Breuer one question. On page 

6 of your memorandum you say, "In the Holy Land there must be no sovereign 

nations standing on might", and in another-place-you^sayT-1"matorieoUrWalsm 

based on relative nationaism has alwavs rejected sovereignty".

I take it your organisation is not interested in a Jewish national sta'te?

DR. BREUER: We are interested ih the opening of the gates of this, 

land and in the development of the capacity of this land, and we are also 

interested to have such a political regime that both shall be guaranteed.

That is our aim.

Q. But you separate yourself from the demand of the Jewish Agency for 

a Jewish national state ? •,

A. 1 have already answered that our aim is also a political regime

which may guarantee us the free immigration in the development of this

country, and it is the question which regime can guarantee this, In our 
memorandum we made a proposition to guarantee this. If the Jewish Agency 
would be reconstructed, and then the immigration and the development of this 
country would be given to the Jewish Agency, this would be sufficient 
guarantee for us of free immigration and for development. For us the State. 
Is not the aim in itself, and also we deny the principle of sovereignty 
because we believe, according to our tradition, that sovereignty is the 
greatest evil in this world and is the very root of all wars, because 
between sovereign nations there is no unity of law, but only as between 
animals. If I say what I think to be right, you must also acknowledge that 
there is no objective right, therefore for us sovereignty is not an aim in 
itself. On the contrary, we believe that right shall decide in the 
relations between the nations and the objective right. That is our 
standpoint.
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LORD MORRISON: I would like tl ask tone question to try and summarize 

what you have been telling us so eloquently. In the selection of the actual 

people who are to come to Palestine, your case is that your organization 

should hr.ve a more effective vo^ce than you have had uo to now. Is that a 

fair summary of what you wish to convey to the Committee?

RABBI BLAU: Up until now, they had absolutely no choice in the matter 

and there was no way of influencing that voice.

Q. So that they claim that any recommendation this Committee might 

make with due regard should be to give this organization an effective voice 

in determining what people should come?

A. If the Jewish agency should be constructed the way we have sug

gested it should be so th*t we could participate in it, then we shall not be 

required to make any further requirement. We shall be satisfied if the Jewish 

Agency shall be obliged to come to an agreement.
I

SIR FR-DERICK: Among the refugees in the camps who want to come to 

Palestine were many who are not practicing Jews— Jews by race but they are 

not practicing Jews and they are not Christians; they have no religion. I 

understand a very large number of such oeo-le. have been given licenses to 

come to Palestine. Is it your case that orthodox Jews should be preferred tto 

such Jews?

DR. BREUER: They think all Jews without discrimination should be given 

the possibility to immigrate to Palestine.

MR. CRICK: I should like to ask a few questions, and I address them to 

t)#ctor Breuer because thev arise out of the memorandum of your organization.

On Page 7, I find this very interesting suggestion that in certain cir

cumstances, the issue between the Jews and Arabs of Palestine should be 

referred to a court set up by the United Notions, I find this passage: 

nShould any nation refuse to comply with the decision of the court, 

the United Nation ̂ Organization would th^n have to oblige the Mandatory 

Power to execute the decision immediately and by compulsion.”

The Mandatory Power is Great Britain, who is there referred to, and I 

take it you envisage it might be necessary for Great Britain te resort to 

force in order to carry out the deci sion of this suggested codrt?

A. ' I believe it will be a matter for UNO to safeguard the right. If



it is decided that this s the right, then the right must be enforced, With

out it, there must be disorder all over the world,

Q. But you agree th.-t decision rai&ht entail the exercise of military 

force?

A. Yes,*

Q. and that force would need to be exercised by Great Britain as the 

Mandatory Pewer under the instructions of the United Nations?

A. ,Yes.

Q. My difficult? is to reconcile that statement with an observation at 

the tor> of Page 3, which sa *s "But violence we reject," Can you illuminate 

mv mind on the seeming disparity between those thoughts?

A. -e believe when there is a legal decision that this & right, then 

the^e is no violence to enforce the right. On the contrary, this is an 

instance of o«wer to realize the right, and this is also the internal life 

of 0 state, , When a court h^s decided this s right and there is one grouD 

of needle who will not submit to it, then cores the force. There is no 

difference between the policy and the military power, Both are instruments 

of right.

Q. ^hat you have in mind is an exercise of a policing ferce?

A. Yes, if this is sufficient also in the internal life. And if the 

police force is not sufficient, then comes the military force. But we hope 

both nations shall rgree. The law must decide, and I believe it will not 

come to such measures.

Q. Then I think we may take ± from you that you will condemn uncom

promisingly anv resort to force by either party to the dispute, whether 

Jew or ..rab9

A. Yes; we are against all force. We hate bloodshed because our 

-ible hates bloodshed. Both nations must see that with force we are all 

sacrifices of atwn bombs', '"hen this world shall not have righteousness 

and the law, thenfe ar6 al1 lor-t. Our desire is to make in this country 

a beginning between the two nations. If the court docides it, this is for 

us a problem of law and not a problem of power. We arc against all power 

which is not directed bv law— not the power shall decide the right, but 

the right shall decide who may use power and in whit s.̂ nse the power mav



12

be used. This is our standpoint.

Q. Then I can take it quite clearly that you h-ve no sympathy with . 

the use of force by either party to this dispute?

A. Yes.

Q. ii.nd neither have you any sympathy with preparation for a possible 

use of force by either party?

A.' To safeguard ourselves. When I see that tomorrow I shall be mur

dered, then I must safeguard-myself *> This is the only exception we say. It 

isn't our case to wait until we are murdered. This is in a sense of de

fense. Gentlemen, you must know we had the experience of '36. I was here 

in 136 when the Jews had been murdered and we could not be protected in a 

sufficient manner the Government.

Q. May I raise another difficulty on this question. You will agree 

that that resort to law which you suggest will take a considerable time- 

several months, let us say?

A. Yes.

Q, What is your policy in the meantime with regard to immigration?

A. I believe in this memorandum it is also foreseen that in the mean

time we propose here that it shall be delivered to the Jewish Agency, which 

is reconstructed,

Q, Here is my problems I should suppose it to be a principle of law, and 

I'm no lawyer, so you will forgive me if I'm wrong, that pending the settle

ment of a dispute between two parties, every possible precaution should be 

taken to avoid anything that might prejudice or alter materially the posi

tion of either party? •

A. Yes.

Q. In the light of that general principle, what have you to say abeut 

immigration policy pending the decision upon the case?

A. 1 believe hre is a Mandate. The Mandate says clearly that there 

shall be immigration, and the League of Nations befere the war stated that 

the White Paper is against the Mandate, Therefore, I believe in the mean

time it isn't possible to stop the immigration, but I believe there will 

not be a great problem of this if the two nations know that there shall be 

a decision of law. In the meanwhile, I believe thero shall be regulation
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of It for the time until it shall be a dooision of law, and it Trill not bo 
taken away.

Qj, So th it rending determination of the case, you would have no diffi

culty about arguing in favor of free and unrestricted immigration?

A. According to the absorptive capacity of this country. There shall 

also be, if it is necessary, an instance to decide whether one nation should 

bo done wrong by this immigration.

Q. Ono moro question. On Pqre 10 you say "77 e do not think that in 

this respect; that is to say, the development of the country's absomtive 

c-Dr-city, everything necessary has been done on the part of the Government."

What do you suggest tho Government r:ght have done that it did not, 

in f.-ct, do to increase the countrv's absorptive cap city’

A. For inst-nce, there is Government land. According to the Mandate, 

the Government was obliged to give also the land of the Government for the 

pur">ose of immigration, but it has not been done.

Q. Anything else?

A. Also, I am not an export, but I hear from my friends, for instance, 

the development of industry is not so favored by Government, and there is 

no initiative, they toll me. Thore isn't sufficient initiative) on the part 

of the Government with the aim to increase the absorptive power of this 

country.

Q. I should like some time to know a little more specifically what you 

are charging against the Government on this question. Perhaps you will 

be good en ugh to let me know if you feel there have been important defi

ciencies in thit regard.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: You will prepare some kind of memorandum?

Dll. 3RZUER; 'He believe in this case there is no difference between 

us ?nd the Jewish Agencv; therefore, we h vo' not brought material in, but 

we are ready to bring it. On this point there is no difference between 

the Jowish Agency's standpoint and our standpoint,

JUDG1HUTCHES0N: We thank you very much,

IS. WILSON: Now we have representatives of Tho Sephardic Communities.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: hill tho witness who is not about to appear speak

English?
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INTERPRET .li: The witness will spot’!'-. Hebrew, sir,

JUDGE HUTCHESON-. I think it woi Id be very valu'ble to h-ve the people 

who are speaking in English to do most of the speaking because it takes 

double time when we have to have the same thing said and interpreted. We 

now have four witnesses: Mr. Aboulefia, Mr. I. Abbady, Mr. Lanic.de, 

and *'-r. ;.sher Hallach. Then we h-ve others follovdng. Tour memorandum is a 

most interesting one and presents a view of conditions in theso Eastern 

countries which is, to some extent, different from what we heard about, or 

at least, we haven't heard much abeut. But on those frets, we must rely 

l-'.rgclv on your memorandum. Your #ral evidence should bo directed to mat

ters which are not clear in the memorandum, so I think It wovld be very 

desirable if you world divide what testimony you are going to make so there 

is no repetition. If we can fix it so we can get the information without 

too much delay, it world bo very helpful to the Committee.

MR. ABBADY: Mr. Aboulefia, the President of the Community here, has 

prepared a very brief introductory address which he would like to road in 

Hebrew, and I will read it in English. When the questions and answers will 

come, I expect Mr. Laniado and myself will do most of the replying, except 

to questions concerning Balkan Jewry, which will be answered by Senator 

Malls, ch, ,

STATE?SENT BY DAVID ABOULAFIA 
REPRESENTING THE SEPHARDIY COiKUNITY OF JERUSALEM

(Hr, Aboulafia read tho statement in Hebrew, after which Ir. Abbady
read it in English, as follows:)

Mr. Chairman and Honorable Members, We have asked for the opportunity 

to give evidence on behalf of the Sephardic Communities and Oriental Jews 

in Palestino, bettor known as "Sephardim" for short, because in our respect

ful submission, we Sephardim are an important party to the issue undor 

examr'.n .tion by your Committeo and because we believe that those in whose 

behalf we appear herej namely, the Sephardic Communities in Palestine (with 

whom the lorld Union of Sephardic Jews have associated themselvos under a 

special telegraphic mandate sent to our spiritual leader, his Eminence 

Chief R bbi Quziel and to Mr. Aboulafia). Although the Chief R-.bbi is not 

appe ring in person with us, he is fully associated with these representa

tions. These communities are better qualified than any other witness,
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public or individual, to give you a correct picture on the ideological 

approach of Sephrrdic Jews to Zi nism and to express anxiety for the fate 

of some of the communities in the Kiddle East.

The facts and figures relating to Sephardic Jews have been fully statod 

in tho memorandum we submi'ted and in its appendices. Fe may, however, be 

permitted on this occasion to dwell on certain points of principle arising 

from the case as sot out in that memorandum.

The first innortant point is our absolute and unreserved identifica-
.1

tion with Zionism as exposed to you by the accredited representatives of the 

Zionist Movement.

Our Zionism is the direct outcomo of specific historical and psycholo

gical circumstances under which Sephardic Jewry lived in all the countries 

of its dispersion. Sephardim were among the first Zionists not only in 

theory but in deed and in thought and many of them translated in person 

their Zionism by actually immigrating to Palestine, ofben in organized 

wr'VJ.s of immigration viLch proceeded under impossible physical conditions and 

the most primitive routes of communications.

That practical Zionism of Sephardic Jewry was later given forceful 

expression in the writings of many spiritual leaders of Sephardic Jews, 

some of whom, like the woll-knoun Rabbi Alkalai, were among the founders 

of the Hibat Zion (Love of Zion) Movement— the immediate precuror of Zionism. 

And when we proceeded to modern Zionism in the last twenty years, we ffrand 

that successive Congresses of Sephardic Jews held in Karlsbad, in Vienna, 

in London, and Amsterdam, and latterly in New York, too, have adopted the 

Zionist program as the definitive platform of the whole of the Serhardio 

Jewry.

That identification is complete in all spheres, for we are brothers 

of the same nation. We share tho terrible agony and pain of Israol and, 

like the rest of our oe-ple, ask for the immediate immigration of our rem

nants, without whom we cannot live hero in peace. We shall make room for 

them hero, shall share our bread with them, and shall give them of our best, 

so that they, too, might strike roots in the country, as wo did, vho have 

been living here for generations. That is the first point.

The second point wc wish to bring to your otice relates to the eivil
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and political status of Sephardic Jewry in the countries of the fiddle 

Et-st, most of whom are now subjoct to Arab rule. The factual evidence on 

this important point has also been set out in the appendices to our memoran

dum. On this occasion permit me to draw your attention, with all duo resoect, 

to the fact that your enquiry will not be complete unless you bring with you 

a full and faithful survey on the social and political plight of that sec

tion of Jewry.

We have deemed it our duty to acquaint you with that aspect of your 

enquiry not only because some non-Jewish witnesses have stated to you that 

the state cf that Jewry was such as to call for no complaint on its part and 

that therefore there is no cause for their immigration to Palestine. We 

counter that contention with evidence that must lead you to the directly 

contrary conclusion. We want that you, too, should, like ourselves, be 

convinced th-.t the plight of some of those communities is constantly ag

gravating and that it is now more than ever a matter of life and salvation 

to them to open for them the gates of this country,

What is more, as sev ral members of your Committee are shortly leaving 

for some capitals of those ..rab States, it is our duty to state that such is 

the situation under which some of these communities now live, that you cannot 

expect evidence from Jewish leaders i-n those places which world be given 

with the same degree of freedom and frankness that we can apply hero, being 

free from the restraint of any pressure by those in authority.

This impels us to seek ways which woi ld avert in due time the danger of 

further aggravation. Fe cannot for a moment forget the grim experiences of 

our brothren in Germany, Poland, Soumania, Bulgaria, and Greece, and it is 

therefore an obligation all tho more pressing for us to utter that warning 

in due time in order to avert a graver danger by enabling our brethren to 

Join us hero not as shattered remnants of human beings, but as men and 

women, healthy in their soul as well as in their body, who can help us 

build uo our nation here. This is the second point.

The third point on which we wish to dwell is that we deem ourselves 

boarers of an important mission of at least one important aspect of 

Zionism— tho cultivation of relations of understanding and amity with the 

Arabs of this country. With all duo rcs'.cct, permit me to state that by
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their mentality and their way of life— in other words, by their oriental 

outlook— Senhardio Jews believe that it is their right as well as their 

duty to make a real contribution to the cause *f better understanding which 

is so dear to the leaders of Zionism and which we hone your Committee, 

anxious as it is to maintain peace in this part of the world, will do its 

best to promote. But re can only perform that task if it is unequivocally 

declared that tho Jews are in Palestine by right and not on sufferance— a 

declaration that can only have a moaning by the creation of a Jewish State; 

'Alien that has been declared, we believe ws would be caoable 0f discharging 

the task imposed on us as helpers towards cooperation based on complete 

equality between two races of kindred stock.

That will oxolain to you why we associate ourselves without any res~r- 

vaticn with the stand taken by tho accredited representatives of the ZionlSo 

Movement as to the creation of tha sovereign and independent state in 

Palestine and tho immigration of the masses of Jews, including Seohardic 

Jews, in order thereby to establish for ourselves an independent national 

existence and return b* normal national life.

JUICE HUTCHESON-- Is there any other general statement any person 

wishes to make, or do you now wish to be rsked questions on your memorandum?

iH. A33ADY: That is all. If you care to ask questions, we shall try

to do our best to .answer them,

Q. I read this memorandum with the greatest interest and with con

siderable oerturberation, because as I gather from it, your position is that 

in addition to tho Jews in Europe who are in odd straits and must move to 

Palestine, ther-j are over a million and a half that ought to move in here 

from somewhere else. That is about what you say, isn't it?

A. Our submission wp.s you will not got a csrrect picture of the 

plight of tho Jews unloss you havo at the same time a picture, *f what we

call the Sephardic Jewry. We were anxious particularly to bring that to

your attention because in the terms of reference, it wasn't specifically 

str.ted, The world believes that' these communities— all of them— live in 

a s*rt of El Dorado. We wanted to disqualify that.

Q. Hardly that, hut in a state- »f pcaco, anyway.

A. Comparative ocace, but as we seo it, in tha light of everything,
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not nil that is called noace is really peace. The degrees of hardship 

vary, but some of them do suffer a very gravo plight. Many of them, like 

those in Tripsli and Iraq, may bo said to have reached mire or less a critical 

stage,

Q. I understand that is the purpose of your meirlrandurnj I am not at 

all questioning it. I'm just stating that one of the conclusions in your 

memorandum is that in addition to the Jens in Europe, there are over a 

million and a half in Africa, the Middle 'East, and such places who need 

Palestine as a place to come to, is that right?

A, That is so, yes. I said in varying degrees. Some of them porhaps 

have not quite reached that, but we wanted to bring to the Committee the need 

for including Shonardic Jewry in the scone of reference like the rest /f the 

Jews.

Q. Are you making the point that the Zionist Agency was excluding you 

from certificates?

A, We have never stated that, sir.

Q. You said they should be included. I didn't find it in yovr memo

randum, but I wanted to make sure you were not making that complaint.

A. Not in the least, sir. It wasn't suggested in the memorandum or 

here today. We merely said so because by your term of reference, the im

pression might be gained that Sheprrdic Jewry does not need to bo included.

We brought evidence to prove that most of these communities, from thelpoint 

of view of distress, should be included.

MR. XB DONALD: Included in our recommendation?

A. Precisely, they should be included in the scoeo of the inquiry.

Q. You also stated that in your opinion, the condition of the Jaws 

in these •ther countries would be better and their status raised or made 

more tolerable, or even tolerable, if there could bo established a Jewish 

State. It is evident, then, that you differ from the opinion expressed to 

us by some of the Arab representatives that the est-blishment of such a 

state would not only cause friction here but would be a very serious 

injury to the Jews in these othor countries. You don't agree with that?

A. No, we don't agree, sir.

Q, You think the establishment of a Jewish State here would better
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the relatione between the Jews and *rabs in other states?

A. May I exnlain that po3nt, sir, more fully. We have explained in 

the memorandum that generally, Islaam was tolerant to non-Koslcms, In fact, 

in all fairness to history, we must recognize that in the past, Jews were 

fairly treated in Moslem countries— Jews and Christians— although they were 

second-rate citizens under Moslem law and were discriminated against, still 

it was not Physical persecution. That must be nut definitely to the credit 

of Islaam in the past, but in the last twenty years or so, there has risen 

a sort of nascent— even long before the Nazi— fanatical Nazism in Islaam.

The Jev7s were the first victims of that fanaticism, Not only was it ex

pressed in physical persecutions, but it may take the form of discrimination 

in law or ousting them from positions. It is a fa't that especially in 

Iraq and some other countries, this nascent Nazism has had very grave effocts 

on the status of Jews. To don't deny in a small degree that Zionism was an 

easy pretext for the aggravation of these persecutions— in a small degree.

^ut that was only one of the contributory causes to that aggravation. But 

even without that, the fanaticism in Islaaralc countries has had grave ef

fects on the status of Jews.

Q.. How will the establishment of a Jewish Stste here make it better?

A. It will give them a greater sense of security and a greater sense 

of freedom so that they should no longer be persecuted as second-rate citi

zens.

Q. How?

A. First of all, by immigrating into Palestine; socondly, by having 

a sovereign state that will ultimately protect them.

IR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: You reforred, Mr. Abbady, to the desirability 

of gcod relations and understanding with the Arabs.

A. That is so, sir.

Q. It is obviously something that everyone would wish in this country?- 

everyone who has the interest of the country at heart,

A. Yes.

Q. You agroe upon that?

A.‘ Certainly, sir.

Q. Thera is one passage in your memorandum which I failed to
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understand, and I don't like to loave these matters without some understand

ing of them. On Page 9, two-thirds of the wa,T down the wage, I find:

•As disputes of Shepardic Jewry who, by #ur mentality and eur way 

tf life, are rather closer to the Semitic world, it may be per

missible for us to declare before you not only on the strength of 

our credo but also on the strength of personal experience that the 

alleged 'enmity' between Jews and Arabs is not at all inevitable, 

and that without promoting and incitement from non-£r=>b quarters, 

the Ar"bs would never have gone to racial persecutions."
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Q. You speak of the alleged ea ity between Jews and Arabs?
A. In the true sens* of the word it is an alleged enmity.

There is no such thing as a real enmity between Jews and Arabs. 
There may be a political clash, but there is no enmity at ell.

Q. No real enmity. ■
A. No real enmity, Sir.-
Q. Who alleges it?
A. That is alleged largely in the propaganda against 

Zionism; when I say "alleged" enmity, I mean in the propaganda 
against Zionism; it might come from Arab sources or from other 
sources.

Q. You use the words "alleged enmity between Jews and 
Arabs", if there be none, who alleges that there is; I do not 
follow.

A. Not we. None of the Jewish witnesses could possibly admit 
that there is real enrity between Jews and Arabs. That is alleged 
because it has been represented to your Committee as . though there 
is such a vride clash between the two races as to call it an 
enmity.

Q . "T’ne alleged enmity between Jews and Arabs is not at 
all inevitable"; do I take it vou feel yourself that there is a 
Chance of Jews and Arabs living together in peace?

A. I do, Sir.
Q. You do?
A. Yes.
Q. Let me-continue:

"And without prompting and incitement from non-Arab quarters
the Arabs would never have come to racial persecution".

Are you saying the Arabs have com9 to t i cial persecution?
■A. Yes, Sir, but not here; in other countries and that was • 

mainly prompted by the Fascists and Nazis in the past. In Irak it 
is a well known fact that Nazi and Fascist Ambassadors and 
Ministers have definitely incited it.



Q. I v;as not clear* vhat you were saying. Do I understand 

you are not saying there has been racial persecution by Arabs 
in this country, but in other countries; is that what you mean?

A. There is no enmity here between Arabs end Jews.
Q. I have passed from that. I have come to the last line, 

do you follow?

A, ’"hat is ,rour question if I can understand it better?
Q. I thought you were not alleging or saying there

has been racial persecution by Arabs in this country, but there 
has been in other countries; is that what you said?

A. That is so.
Q. Then when you speak of "incitement from non-Arab 

quarters", you are not speaking of anything that has taken place 
in Palestine?

A. Even in Palestine it is a fact th&t in the past the 
Nazis and the Bascists have had very much ''.o do with the incite
ment of Arabs against Jews.

Q. I thought you were referring to other countries, but it 
includes Palestine?

A, The so-called enmity between Arabs and Jews is to our 
mind non-existent, but insofaras it .existed it was prompted 
largely by non-Arab quarters. .

Q« You see the reason I ask you about this is because of 
the uncertainty of its terras - "without prompting and incitement 
from non-Arab quarters", you are not referring there in any 
sense to the Administration by the Mandatory Power?

A. Not in the sense of direct incitement, no.
Q. Very well. I heard when I was in Washington, when the 

Committee was in Washington, I heard it said by one witness, a 
distinguished Jew I think it was, that the only complaint he 
could make against th" Mandatory Power was it had been too 
conciliatory; do you take that view?

A. If I may explain, Sir. Those of us who speak for the 
Sephardic Communities cannot share the view that the Administ-ation

22.
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has directly and openly incited Arabs to enmity against the Jews. 

That would be too grave a charge to bring against the Administra

tion, but we do hold the view that the Administration, that the 

Palestine Administration could do much more than it actually did 

to bring together and conciliate Arabs and J e n s . We stand on that
Q. You see you are not quite dealing with the point there 

if vou will forgive me saying so. You say you do not say the 
Administration of Palestine has been directly responsible for 
this, that or the other; are vou saying that in any sense the 
Administration of Palestine has been responsible for prompting 
and incitement?

A. No, Sir. It is not the view of the Sephardic Delegation 
that direct incitement has taken place, that is too much to 
bring against it, but at the same time I should like to make it c 
clear as the Sephardim we are quite categorical in this; the 
least we can say against the Administration is that they have 
not done what they should have done to minimise, to reduce the 
area of conflict between Arabs and Jews.

Q. I heard what you said?
A. Quite.
Q. My question was directed specifically to the point 

whether or not vou were making any accusation of incitement 
against anyone in the Administration?

A, No, Sir.
Q. That is all I want to know. I did n^t wish to leave 

that paragraph unexplained.
MP..CROSSIUiN: I have a couple of questions. I notice in 

your memorandum a reference to the Sephardic Jews in Bulgaria.
One of the c untries we were unab&e to visit was Bulgaria and 
I think we should all like to have all the information you 
have available of conditions in Bulgaria, if that could be 
supplied to the Committee; not now but afterwards.

A. Our friend, Senator Mallach, who was a late Senator in 
Greece, though he does not come from Bulgaria is more familiar
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with conditions in Bulgaria, he will put in a paper.

Q. Perhaps he will put in a paper.

a. Yes, Sir, he will put in a paper, Senator Mallach.

Q* One other question 1 wanted to ask was about this 
problem of the relationship between Zionism and anti-Semitism 

in the Near East. Again the impression has b-̂ en given us that 
in a country like Egypt, for instance, active Zionist propaganda 
in the Jewish comuni h hViias in some sense contributed to anti- 

Semitism by making the Jew who used to feel himself a part of 
that community, more aware of his separateness and therefore in 
a sense he has been the cause of it. I should like your view on 
the part vrhich has been played, if any, by Zionism in creating 
the rentality in the Jew himself in that area which might be a 
canoe of anti-Semitism.

A. (I® .ABOULiiFIa) i do not think that is correct.
Q. You just do not think it has anything to do with it?
A. No.
Q. And the fret that for instance in some communities there 

is a very fierce controversy between Zionist Jews and non- 
Zionist Jews and that great efforts are made by each side to 
"propaganda the other, you do not think that has any effect or 
influence on the position of the Jews? Has it strengthened or 
weakened the position of the Jews in Egypt, for instance, do 
you think, that there has been a division of opinion between 
Jews who want to stay quiet and those who are active political 
propagandists; is t!ere no effect from that?

A, The actual number of Zionists in Egypt and such 
countries is very snail and its existence cannot influence 
Jewish ''ife there, Apart from that, Zionists like non-Zionist 
Jews hav9 declar'd time and again their loyalty to the country 
and thev take great part in the current affairs of tho country

i

and their relations with non-Jews in those countries are not 
worse than the relations of non-Zionist Jews.



Q. I am afraid I must ask that question again. I have not 

got an answer. What I an really asking is this, do you believe 

that yout view that Zionism has had no effect is shared by all 

the Jews in Egypt or do you admit there is a large number of Jews 

in Egypt who bitterly feel the ver^ opposite to what you think 
about the effect of Zionism.

A. I think that Egypt-has no direct interest in the Zienist 
preblem. Anything that has been done has been done by propaganda 
arising from this country.

A. (MR.LANIADO) If I may supplement that reply I may say 
that we have never denied that possibly in some countries 
Zionism was among the contributory causes to the aggravation of 
the Jewish position, but it was by no means the ttain contributory 
cause.

ft. I do not say it was the main one, I asked whether it was 
the view of the Sephardic Communities whether there were large 
sections of them who held that view?

A. It is difficult for us to speak for Sephardic 
Communities abroad. We cannot say what their reaction is.

Q, This memorandum is speaking for them.
A. For the Sephardic Jews in Palestine and the World Union 

of Sephardic Jews, that is in New York.
Q. If In a memorandum vou give me a series f facts about 

the Sephardic Communities you can surely speak on this subject 
•f whether there is or there is not a division of opinion in t 
these Communities on the desirability of Zionism.

A. As in every community we must expect a possible 
division; in some cases a deep division of opinion. There ere 
those who perhaps are rather more assimilated who might held 
that view. *

Q» I wanted to get It clear on the record,
A. It is not denied there are Jews who are more assimilated 

than the others who possibly take that view. That has not been 
denied.

25.
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LORD KORRILONs I should like to ask you this .uostlon. A 
moncnt or two ago you said In reply to Judge Hutcheson thrt In 

1 addition to advocatJng that tho homeless Jews of Europe should 
be allowed to corro to Palestine the Conr'ittee should als« 
consider those Jews in Arab States ,;,ho aro living under 
uncomfortable conditions and make that apply to them; is that 
right?

A, Precisely.
Q. How far would you extend this. In the part of the world 

I come from there are several thousand Jews in the East End of 
London whose homes have been destroyed by the Germans and who

•if I are living under very wretched and uncomfortable conditions; 
weuld you suggest that the Committee should also recommend that 
they should come to Palestine?

A. To us, Sir, • immigration Is a general Jewirh right. We 
cannot apply it specifically to any geographical unit, but 
because Sephardic Jewry is more or less a well-defined section 
in Jewry, and because we feared that you might have the 
impression that these privileges need not be applied t« 
Sephardim, we thought we should present to you a picture *f the 

^  [ conditions of Sephardic Jewry because the right to immigrate 
should belong to every Jew who wishes to immigrate.

Q. I Just wanted to be clear. Is your position then that
this Committee ought in its report to issuo a gener1 1 invitation
to all Jews living in uncomfortable conditions every^'-re in 

I the world that Palestine is going to be their land and they 
must proceed accordingly. Is that where you want us to go?

A, If I may say so, it is not a question of Issuing an 
invitation where the right is established. Every Jow has the 
right to come to Palestine automatically. The .Invitation so 
to say, is issued* There can be no question of issuing 
invitations. We maintain like the accredited representatives of 
tho Zionist Movement that the right to immigrate to Palestine



is unques ionable to any Jew, vhether he comes from America or 
from England*

Q. Up till now this Committee has been under the 

impression that the demand was for Pale*tine to be thrown open 
to immigration of Jews who had suffered in Europe.

A. That is so, Sir, natural y in the first degree*
Q. I take it then what you ar9 in favour of is that it 

should not be limited to Europe at all, but it should be a world
wide recommendation that in future all Jews who want to go to 
Palestire should be allowed to eo?

A, You have just heard the evidence of the Agudath Israel 
Delegation when asked whether they thought non-practising Jews 
should be excluded and they said they should be included; there 
should be no discrimination as between Jews in their right to 
immigrate to Palestine; there cannot be. No Jew can possibly 
admit the right of discrimination between Jews of various 
geographical regions because they come from t ose regions.
Once the right is established^ every Jew must come to Palestine, 
then it automatically applies to every Jew, whether•Ame-’ican 
or English. ,

Q. Is not anyone g' in? to exercise any power over how many 
want to. come here or haw many car. cone here?

A. The Jewish Agency.
Q. Have you seen some evidence we have 'rad thf t it would 

take p-rhaps ten years to bring a -'illion people in here? 1
A. I think the economic experts are better qualified to 

answer that point* Our main concern is to establish the right.
C. Have you not any responsibility for seeing, before you 

advocate that this Committee should issue a general invitation 
to all Jews who are uncomfortable that they should come here 
because this is their land, that some regard should be had to 
the economic possibilities, the economic consequences of such a 
decision?

27*
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A. A competent body should be entrusted, a competent Jewish 

body should be entrusted to decide on the degree of priority to 

give to the various Jewish communities. If you speak of anybody 
who is uncomfortable, I think it is my. duty to dispel any 
illusion as to those being uncomfortable. Some of them indeed 
have suffered and in fact Zionism certainly as has been explained 
to you is not a question of suffering. If you take a statistical 
tabulation of immigration into Palestine, you will find that 
Jews coining from Near Eastern countries, the ratio of 
immigration in relation to their ov/n communities has possibly 
been the largest so it is difficult to see how you could possibly 
exclude in the future Iraki Jews just because some think their 
degree of discomfort is not quite as cruel as it should be.

Q. You would also agree in the E&st End of London which has 
been very severely damaged and in which thousands of Jews have 
had their homes destroyed and have lost many of their friends 
and relatives who have been murdered by the Nazi bombs, surely 
they have suffered?

A. Certainly. They, too, if they wish to come to Palestine 
must come. As we said there cannot be any a priori discrimination 
as between one Jew and another. The right to immigrate should 
be established for all Jews, East-rn as wel- as Western.

MR.MCDONALD: I want to ask one question following up those 
put by Lord Morrison, and then just one other. I do not think 
you did answer definitely what I und rstood to be Lord 
Morrison's question, are you inviting the Jews from the East 
End of London because of what they have undergone to come to 
Palestine?

A. I cannot understand the word "inviting", if I may say so.
(A. It is a very simple word.
A. It is not for us to invite. What we are concerned with 

is to establish the right to immigrate to Palestine, and we 
want that right to apply to all Jews, and as Sephardic Jewry 
was a speoific body* we were concerned in bringing to the



29.
attention of the Committee a picture of Sephardic Jewry. That 

was our concern. Of course, if Jews of the East End rant to come, 
they should come by all means.

Q, My other question is no really a question, but a 
request that if the Senator in preparing data about Bulgarian Jews 
has anything additional about Jews in Rou.nania, it would be 
helpful, because Roumania was also one of those countries to which 
the Committee was unable to go.

A* There was a fraction of Sephardic Jews in Roumania.
Q. If there is any additional data that can be submitted?
A. Yes.
SIR FREDERICK LEGGETT: On page 9 of your memorandum you 

suggest that Sephardic Jewry will be assigned by history a very 
special task in the maintenance of relations of good neighbourli
ness between Arabs and Jews. That gives your memorandum special 
importance, and I am on= of those who feel very much alarmed by 
the fact that Jews v/horo we regard as having a somewhat
more comfortable place in the nations in which they live than 
those we have seen in Germany are to be, as Lord Morrison has 
suggested, on the urgent list for transfer to Palestine. That 
is not my question however. On page 9 you say:

"It is true as we have stated above until the new racial 
doc-rines had spread their poison among the Arab communities 
Jews and Arabs were able not only to understand each other
but to live together".

We have heard in the Bible about the man who has a mote in hj s 
eye and so on; is there any greater expression of racial 
doctrine than a proposition that all the Jews in the world 
should come to one country. The suggestion is that Jews are 
uncomfortable in practically every coun ry in the world and

I

therefore they "shall come to one country and live to themselves.

Is not that racial doctrine?
A. If you call leading a national life a raoial doctrine, 

then it is a racial doctrine, but we believe that to be, as I
said at the beginning, and w u  have heard it from other witnesses

I
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that Zionism is not merely a question of refugees, it is a 
question of national regeneration, the desire to lead a normal 
healthy life; that we do not call racialism. That would be a 
distortion of racialism. That is healthy nationalism.

Q. There is not much difference between nationalism and 
racialism in this case.

A* Nationalism too can be interpreted in v:rious ways, but 
the main urge is to lead a normal, healthy national life like all 
other nations. If that is condemned the whole order of the world 
is condemned. \

Q. May I just put to you another question. You said I think 
in your statement that Arab nationalism has shown any hostility 
to the Jews has developed over the last twenty years.

A. Mainly.
Q. Mainly. Is it a mere coincidence that that is the same 

time during which the advocacy of a Jewish State has become 
stronger and stronger.

A. That is purely a coincidence. That is to say, though we 
have not denied it, we have put Zionism among the contributory 
causes, the main reason is the nationalistic fanaticism, the 
xenophobia in all Eastern countries, not only directed against 
Jews but against all foreigners and the fact that the Jews are 
not only a minotiry but the least protected persons among the 
minorities,

Q. Again,I think the whole thing is unpleasant and in some 
respects horrible as we have seen in Europe and we have all of 
us to face plainly up to the facts., and I suggest vcm must not 
condemn in others what may perhaps be taking place among 
yourselves. Here is a case where I think the mechanical 
action is opposed by reaction. Is it really your view that Zionism 
has had no effect on the feeling among the Arabs?

Q. We have admitted it. was.a contributory cause, but vie 

cannot admit that say the recent pogroms in Tripolitqnia had
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anything to do, had the remotest connection with Zionism.

Q. Have you not been more content in the Moslem countries 
than in any other countries?

A. That was so, we stated that at the beginning. Until the 
rise of this fanatical nationalism, in fairness to history we do 
admit Islam was tolerant to non-Moslems generally, Jews as well 
as Christians though Jews were humiliated.

MR.CRICK: In regard to this very disturbing page of your 
document, at the top of page 8, I read:

"The Jews have been-eliminated from most of the sources 
of livelihood"

and so forth. "Eliminated" is a strong word, is it not?
A, I doubt whether we can use a softer word than that.
Q. Do you mean to say completely expelled?
A. We mean to say they were excluded, sometimes by direct 

legislation, at other times without any legislation. They were 
ousted from their■positions.•

Q, Completely expelled?
A. In some of the communities. If necessary we could bring 

facts; from economic positions certainly.
Q. Sources of livelihood and civil service and private- 

employment and an important part of commerce and trade.
A* Ihat is so, in some of the communities.
Q, I am ashar.ed to say I have not yet read these detailed 

reports that follow, but I take it I shall find there examples 
of complete exclusion of Jews in certain countries from those 
vrrious sources of livelihood?

A We have never stated complete exclusion. If what you 
seek is evidence to the nth degree of cruelty, that is not 
included in that statement. What we meant to say was the rise 
of the totalitarian forces in some countries in the Middle East 
has given rise to the exclusion of Jews as well as non-Jews, 
in some cases, from economic positions. That is so. If you 
S'-'ek the complete ousting of all Jews from economic positions,
that was not intended by that paragraph.

\
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Q. I was misled actually by the use of the word 

"eliminated". I take it these detailed reports fron various 
countries have cone from correspondents of yours who are 
leaders of Sephardic Jewry in those countries?

A. I prefer not to answer that question, Sir,
Q. I see, because J was a little puzzled bv the final 

sentence in that paragraph which, after referring to the 
boycott of Palestinian Jewry, says :

"There is a ban on any contact between these Jews and 
the Jews of Palestine"

and I wondered therefore how this information had been 
collected if there was a ban on all contact.

A. I can only assure the Commission that is a fact and I 
prefer to be excused to answer more fully on this point. If vou 
need less public evidence on that.*, my Delegation will be :;;lad to 
supply it.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Thank you very much.
' (The witnesses withdrew).

(At this stage the Committee adjourned 
for a short time)..
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JUDGE HUTCHESON: Gentlemen, I would, in order to see just 

how we ere going to proceed in the tine allotted, like to ask, 

if you can, to give us sone idea of how you propose to conduct 

your presentation. Are all of you intending to speak, or only 

one of you, and who is?

MR. BEN SVI: I vlii open by naking an introduction, and 

then Rabbi Ouziel will say a few words of greetings, and then 

Dr. Eliash will make the main staterent, The remainder will 

answer whsn;asked.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: I see, I will say that these memoranda 

are very interestingly divided, and present the natter which 

you are to discuss very well. One or two of them I have read 

fairly thoroughly. One of them I haven't read completely. I 

have examined it. If we could get the presentation without too 

much word-for-word repetition—if you could supplement or make 

clear the picture rather than giving a repetition it would be 

more helpful to us, since Hfc either have read or must read these 

papers.

MR. BEN SVI: Certainly we will make it as short as possi

ble. Mr. Chairman, I will just open with a few words in my own 

language, and then proceed in English.

STATEMENT OF MR. BEN SVI

(After a few words in his own language Mr. Ben Svi made 

the following statement:)

Let me begin by tendering my respects to the representatives 

of the two great democracies, the British and the American, 

whose responsible and international task has taken them through 

three continents, America, Europe and now Palestine.

'We are a delegation of the Vaad Leumi, the National Council 

of the Jews .of Palestine. We have with us odr revered Chief 

Rabbi Ouziel, Mr. Remez, Chairman of our Executive, Dr. 

Katznelson, a member of our Executive, and Dr. Eliash, who 

heads our legel department; I myself am the President of the 

Vaad Leumi,



The Chief Rabbi vill present to you a short address on 

behalf of the Chief Rabbinate, and, as a Sephardi himself, will 

be at your disposal for any questions relating to Oriental Jewry 

in Arab countries. Dr. Eliash will explain to you our attitude 

on matters of general policy, aad both he and Mr. Remez will be 

in a position to deal with questions touching such natters.

Dr. Katznelson is at your disposal for any question arising on 

our social services, while I would be prepared to deal with any 

question relating to the historical survey.

The three historical surveys attached to our memorandum 

are intended to prove that for many generations after the 

destruction of the Second Temple the Jewish population of 

Erez-Israel still numbered hundreds* of thousands of Jews, and 

frequently attained peaks of political, cultural or economic 

position.

■ This population was rooted in the soil of the country, 

and scores of agricultural Jewish settlements subsisted even 

through the major part of the periods of Arab and Mamluk domi

nation, and some of them continued to exist also in the .

Turkish period. The outstanding examples of such are to be 

found in the mountains of Galilee.j Maps are attached to prove 

that.

Only during periods of economic depression, brought about 

by political or religious persecution, which recurred several 

times in the course of centuries, was the Jewish population 

affected together with the whole complex of Near Eastern 

countries.

The spritual bond between Israel and its Homeland, a 

religious, cultural and literary bond, was never severed.

Under Roman, Byzantine, and Moslem rule, Palestine Jewry created 

the Mishna, and the Jerusalem Talmud, the KidrashiC and Litur

gical literature, the Religious Code and Rabbinical decisions, 

the mysticism of the Cabbala and religious poetry, etc. World 

Jewry draws unreservedly on these sources to this very day.
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The Jewish communities of Jerusalem and Tiberias, and later of 

Safad and Hebron, the so-called "Four Holy Countries" were cent

ers of Jewish learning and a loadstone for the Jewry of the 

Diaspora throughout the ages.

Never was the vital bond severed between the people of 

Israel and” its Homeland, a live bond of continual immigration. 

Recurrent waves of strong mass movements surged in the Diaspora 

in ispeated attempts for restoration of Israel} in the Byzantine 

and Arab periods, during the Crusades, undel* the i.'amluks and the 

Turks. There was no period in history during which v/aves of 

immigration from the North and the South, from the East and the 

West, did not sweep the country again and ag^in. Jews from 

Babylonia and Persia, then Jews from Italy and Germany, exiles 

from Spain, refugees from the Ukraine, and finally Yemenite, 

Boukherinn, Russian, and Fest-European Jews endeavored through

out the centuries to return to their country. Defying all 

dangers that lurked on land and sea in those days, they risked 

their lives and property in order to reach the coveted goal, 

the shores of their homeland. All of them came to Erez-Israel, 

impelled by the same striving for. redemption, by the same 

passionate faith that the future of the nation is undividably 

int erwoven with the future of the country, and if not they 

themselves, their descendants at least shall be privileged to 

witness its redemption. These repeated waves of immigration 

are described at greater length in the second historical sur

vey appended to our memorandum. Maps are attached showing 

clearly the waves of immigration through the centers.

The third historical survey proves that even in ancient 

times the population of restern Palestine, apart from that of 

Trans-Jordan, was in the neighborhood of 3 million (in the 

Herodian period, 'towards the end of the period of the Second 

Temple, and later in the Byzantine period). But the popula

tion dwindled as a result of the rapacious economic policies 

of the Abbasids, Fatinids, Kamluks and Turks, and in consequence
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of havoc wrought hy repeated invasions of hordes of Turcomans 

(in the tenth century C.E.) Seldjuks (in the eleventh century) 

Eongols (in the twelfth century) and the jiarluk wars that 

followed.

• This incessant campaigning impoverished the country to 

such an extent that at the end of World '̂ar I the Eoslen popu

lation of the country was not greater than the Jewish popula

tion at present. It was indeed counted in 1?22 as 590,000, 

according to the official estimate, while we have now over 

600,000. So 25 years ago they had just the sane population 

which we have now. As a result of Jewish settlement work the 

present population of this country rose to 1,700,000. Even if 

the population is to reach only its density iu:der Byzantine 

rule, it can still be doubled, and this in Western Falestine 

only. I do not wish to touch upon the problem of modern methods 

of development, based on schemes of irrigation, on which you 

have heard and will hear the evidence of experts. Historical 

examination of the question makes it quite clear that there is 

ample possibility to bring over another million to a million 

and a half of Jews without displacing even a single Arab 

resident and without affecting the standard of living of the 

Arab agricultural population which subsists on its o m  toil.

That is, of course, in Festern Palestine alone.

Our main memorandum will show that the Jewish population 

which, in addition to the creation of an agricultural end 

industrial economy, maintains quasi-State services in this 

country such as educational, health, ani social welfare ser

vices, spends on then over 3C5,000,000 per annum and is 

deprived even of that Government aid and assistance to which 

it is entitled. The affluence brought about ty the Yishuv, 

an affluence benefitting the whole country, is seldom credited 

to the Jars, and our Arab neighbors fail to take notice of the 

fact that their prosperous condition, as contrasted with the 

position of the population in Arab countries, is directly due
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to the Jewish Yishuv. During the 25~ years that have elapsed since 

the Balfour Declaration, the population has grown both by innigra- 

tion and natural increase. An additional half-million Jews, as 

well as a similar number of Arabs, live now in the country which 

could not have supported them at the sane standard of living were 

it not for Jewish immigration and Jewish settlement work. The 

fact that the population of Trans-Jordan has remained almost 

stationary is the best reminder and comparison. According to 

our figures there is almost no difference between the statistics 

of 1925 and, let's say, 1937 officially. They show almost the 

sane figures of population throughout Trans-Jordan. And it 

should be remembered that all we have done is but a beginning, 

which can be taken merely as an indication of further development.

The historic link which no power in the world can break and 

which has been solemnly recognized by the nations, and upon which 

the British Mandate is based, the work already done which has 

brought new life to this country previously desolate and forsaken, 

as well as to the inhabitants thereof; (our contribution to 

civilization, which went forth from this land and enriched the 

spirit of the whole world); our active and loyal participation 

in the world's wars for freedom, both the first and the second; 

the terrible massacre which was the fate of our people in this 

war, a fate which befell none of the nations that fought against 

Hitler, and above all, our persistence as a people—all these 

entitle us to become an independent people in our own and only 

homeland.

Historical truth does not confirm the pronouncements that 

have been made here by the Arabs, concerning the position of 

Jewish minorities in Arab lands, as though their position was 

as happy as that of Jews in the United States and the United 

Kingdom.

The Assyrian minority which has been destroyed to its very 

foundation in our day under the rule of the Iraqi Government, 

the Samaritan minority which, at the beginning of the Arab
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conquest, hunbered no less than 100,000 or 150,000 souls, and 

after 1300 years hhg dwindled to a mere 200 souls in Nablus 

(and some 60 in Tel Aviv and Jaffa) are but an illustration of 

what we aiready know.about the positibn of Jewish ninorlties in 

oriental countries throughout the years down to this very day.

We believe in a future Treaty of Friendship betv/een us and 

the Arabs, but such treaty can only be reached between equals.

Only by obtaining a status of a State will our position be equal 

to that of others, only then will we find security for our lives, 

our culture, and our future.

The building up of our State in the Land of Israel is the 

sole path that leads to righteousness and to peace.

Yt . Chairman, before His Eminence will address you, I thought 

it was for the benefit and convenience of the Committee to hand you 

in English his address, so while he will speak in the Hebrew you 

will need no translation.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: That is what I call modern efficiency, and 

I applaud you for it..

STATEMENT BY RABBI 0UZIEL

RABBI 0UZIEL: Gentlemen, it was my great privilege to.wel

come you upon your visit to the Synagogue of Rabbi Yehuda HaHassid 

in the Old City of Jerusalem on the day following your arrival in 

the Holy Land.

Now I am come to speak before you my few words from the depths 

of a heart sorely grieved over the tragic position of Israel 

during the thousands of years of its exile and dispersion among 

the nations, and especially over its plight during the past few 

years. I speak in the name of the Chief Rabbinate of Palestine, 

the Presidency of which I share jointly with Rabbi Isa^c Halevi 

Herzog—symbolic of the reunited Ashkenazic and Sephardic Jewries 

in fulfillment of the words of our holy prophets concerning the 

days of our Redemption: "And I shall bring them into their own 

Land. And I will make them one nation in the land upon the 

mountains of Israel." (Ezekiel 37).
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The Jewish people, when exiled from- its land for the second 

tine, split up into two groups—referred to by our ancient sages 

as the Captivity of Edon and the Captivity of Ishmael.

After the Expulsion from Spain, these tWo groups were 

centered in the Orient and the Occident, i.e. in Islanic and 

Christian countries, respectively. The bulk of the exiles of 

Spain were transferred to Islamic countries, A considerable 

number of them emigrated to Palestine, settled in Jerusalem and 

Galilee, where they Joined the previously existing Jewish settle! 

ments and here established the nucleus of the present Yishuv and 

in spite of many hardships, never departed from the Land of 

Israel.

The two Captivities were subject to different regimes, but 

both suffered the tragic fate of the Diaspora: In Christian 

countries, religious persecution, tyranny and expulsions—in 

Islanic countries humiliation, subjection and scorn. The source 

of the evil is the same, namely, the lack of a homeland. On 

this account are the property, rights of residence, and the very 

lives of the Jews in the lands Of their dispersion dependent upon 

the mercy of others.

The Jews of oriental, or Islanic countries, like their 

brethren who dwell in Christian lands, have always eagerly desired 

to return to the Land of Israel, and being'geographically near to 

it, returned there in large numbers.

In recent years the plight of Jews in Oriental countries 

has become most difficult indeed. Even as the Nazis and their 

satellites devised and did evil against Israel, even so did 

Oriental countries devise evil and threaten the very lives of 

their Jewish inhabitants and the confiscation of their property. 

Signs of such intentions were first revealed in all their ugli

ness In Baghdad, during the War, and later in Egypt, Tripoli and 

Syria. Had it not been for the Lord who was for us and who 

brought about the destruction of the Nazis, then—God forbid— 

not even a remnant would have been left us.
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And who can say what the morrow r.ay bring.....

I desire to affirm, most solemnly, from a knowledge most 

precise and certain, that the whole of the Sephardic branch of 

Jewry that dwell in Islamic lands, views its existence there 

vrith the utmost trepidation and alarm. It recognizes the fact 

that only through the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine 

can it find a resting place and renove from itself the humilia

tion of the Exile which is the real cause of all its distress.

In the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, who chose the 

Holy Land as the abode of His prophecy and gave it as an inheri

tance to the Children of Israel, in such a manner that the Divine 

tie between it and between the people can never be rent asunder 

(as I have set forth in my special communication submitted to 

you)—and in the name of all Israel, in Palestine and outside 

it, in both its branches and both its Captivities, I say: Return 

to our people the land of its inheritance, by whose name it 

is called and will forever be called, to fulfill thereby the 

word of God through His prophet: "Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 

the Children of Israel and the Children of Judah were oppressed 

together. All that took then captives held then fast. They 

refused to let then go; Their Redeemer is strong. The Lord 

of Hosts is His name. He shall thoroughly plead their cause 

that he nay give rest to the land.'®” (Jeremiah 50, 33-34.) *

I bring you my blessing. Be strong in faith and bring to 

light a judgment true and righteous, and may your name be men

tioned as a praise and a blessing forever.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: You have shown such executive capacity, 

what do you want to do next?

IB. BEN SVI: Dr. Eliash will nov* give general ocplanations.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: lay I say this before you do that: The 

first three volumes which have to do with the historical survey 

and the continuity of Jewish settlement and the waves of Jewish 

immigration I have read, and I suppose they are easy reading be

cause they are historical data, and I believe it will not be of



too much value—is this gentleman going to talk on that?

BEN SVI: Not at all.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: This other volume I have read very 

slightly, and it really has the meat of the case in it. In 

connection with this volume, I suppose most of the natter will 

be addressed,

MR. BEN SVI: Yes.

STATEMENT OF DR. ELIASH

DR. ELIASH: As already stated by the President of the 

Vaad Leumi, we represent what .is meant by a Yishuv, or the local 

Jewish population of Palestine, and in that respect we have a 

double capacity. On the one .hand we are just a part of world 

Jewry. The views as to its importance nay vary, but we certainly 

would not attach to ourselves the great importance of occupying 

your valuable tine on the question on which world Jewry has 

given itself expression so eloquently in the words of Dr. Weizmann 

and Mr. Ben Gurion, We night cut ourselves very brief by merely 

saying that we fully identify ourselves with the views by then 

so well expressed.

But there is another capacity of the Jew., We are the 

inhabitants of this country. We form that connunity with 

national characteristics, as it mentions in the 1922 White Paper, 

which was eventually .to grow and become the National Hone. We, 

in fact, hold a certain trust here for the Jewish people, . Our 

achievements, our cultural values, our institutions are held here 

for then, for all those that follow as to Zion.

But we are also in a sense, if I may use the expression, 

the experimental rabbit of the White Paper policy, and as such it 

is perhaps for us to say what we think about it and how we feel 

about it, the Yishuv, which is doomed to remain as a minority 

in Palestine. It is we who are offered the cold comfort of 

safeguards, constitutional safeguards. . It is we who are asked 

to rely on the tolerance which has been shown for centuries 

past in the different circumstances and in the different
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historical backgrounds.

kay I say one word about the position of the minority.

When the-..ex»toufti was-. •• before the Royal Commission son© refer

ence was made to its future position in Palestine as envisaged 

by the Arab spokesman, and the Commission will find at pages 

140 and 141 of that report some views of the Commission as to
I • I

how they regarded the worth and validity of any premises and 

safeguards. The (^ue^tion was put to the Mufti of Jerusalem when 

he was asked, "Does His Eminence think that this country can 

assimilate and digest the 400,000 Jews nov' in the country?" The 

answer was "No." The next question was, "Some of them would 

have to be removed by a process kindly or painful as the case 

nay be?" The answer was, *Pp must leave all this to the future." 

It was spoken before the great experiment ; of rather painful 

processes applied to large sections of Jewry whon they wanted 

to thin out or eliminate. But perhaps this Committee knows 

that .this person then became an adept in these processes and 

these theories.

You will also find a statement at pages 312-314 of the 

Report, the evidence of Auni Bey Abd el Hadi, as to the future 

of the Jews in this country where he frankly stated, "Frankly 

speaking, we object to the existence of 400,000 Jevs in this 

country." The Chairman said, "That is what I thought." Then 

the •.reply-' was, "And we believe that the change which has 

already taken place in the number of Jews in the country, which 

has made their number in proportion to the total population 

very high, was made illegally and oppressively to the country." 

The Chairman asked him, "You want to thin them out a bit?" The 

answer was, il have never asked or intimated that they should 

be driven out of Palestine. I am stating a fact. I an not 

making a request. Vliat I want'to see, and I hope the British 

Government would agree, is the conclusion of that treaty and 

then sufficient safeguards would be taken; those who are 

responsible for drafting the treaty will..."' Q. "Will look



after it, yes? We have got back to that poiht again?" The 

rest of the evidence might indicate what the value of these 

safeguards night be to the Yishuv, the people to whom such 

safeguards are offered.
were

I will mention two instances: Certain, safeguards/in the 

Wehrmacht Constitution in Germany, yet the safeguards didn't 

prevent their fate from happening. There were safeguards in 

the Palestine Mandate, Article 15 of the Mandate contained a 

statement made to the mandatory power, a provision that the 

mandatory power shall not discriminate between inhabitants of 

Palestine on the ground of race and religion. It did not 

prevent Article 28 of the Ordering-Council from being cancelled, 

in May 1939 and replaced by Article 16-D which gives power to 

provide for legislation in Palestine clearly discriminating 

between Jews and Arabs.

Therefore, we thought it our duty as a Yishuv to come 

and speak to you about that position of the minority which is 

offered to us. Again it is we, the Yishuv, who suffer nore 

than the other parts of Jewry, modern Jewry, as regards immi

gration restriction. It is we who cannot bring in our brothers, 

our sisters, a father, a child, not in the spiritual or abstract 

sense, but actual blood relations who have been saved, where 

homes are waiting here, hearts eaten away by anxiety of years 

cannot be gladdened by the sight of their nearest and dearest, 

end it is we who feel the provisions of the 1,hite Paper in 

regard to immigration* .It is we who see among us the shadows 

of men who are called illegal immigrants, who cannot practice 

their professions, who are daily under the hanging srord of the 

deportation order, whose crime cannot even be prescribed because 

it has been held to be a continuous offence.

We have got to provide in a way for them. It is we who are ■ 

threatened by the latest regulations whereby a person who is 

known as an illegal immigrant receives 8 years imprisonment and 

a fine of a thousand pounds. If we harbor a common murderer
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we are only open to 3 years of imprisonment, and if we harbor a 

common murderer who happens to be a relative the law doesn’t 

prosecute for harboring a near relative, but no exception is 

made in regard to the immigrants, and it is we who are exposed 

to that regime.

Again, it is we, the Yishuv,-who are subject) to the land 

restrictions.' It is we, 30 percent of the population to whom 

it is now left to compete freely on the market in about 2^ per

cent of Palestine, because the free part of Palestine is about 

5 percent, and about half of it it already owned by Jews. It 

isn’t that that part has been reserved for the Yishuv. In that 

part the Yishuv can freely compete with any speculator from 

Egypt or Syria or any other country who think it is an excellent 

investment to buy the lands that the Jews must eventually pur

chase and thus drive up prices. It is we who cannot even 

sell the lands which we had 4 years ago to another Jew except 

fith the permission of a public functionary.

Last, perhaps, but riot least, it is we whose children, 

some of whose youth have been unbalanced, unhinged by being 

■ driven into a blind area of despair, and now we are being 

taunted of having terrorists among us, we who have given the 

world the Sixth Commandment, we who for 3 years have practiced 

in Palestine under extreme provocation utmost restraint, and 

even have coined a special Hebrew word for nohretaliation, a 

modern Hebrew word called "havlagah." When this policy has 

driven some of our young people off their balance we have to 

watch that tragedy, seeing our children becoming murderers.

That despair might lead to something of that sort. It was 

even foreseen by a great Christian gentleman, the late Arch

bishop of Canterbury. In his speech in the House of Lords he 

says these words, speaking about the Jews of Palestine: ’’Cer

tainly they feel it so strongly that it is useless to dismiss 

from our minds that resistance to these proposals on the part 

of the Jewish community in Palestine will be obstinate and bitter."



Another nan with a great and noble heart, Colonel Josiah 
Wedgwood finished his speech before;the House of Commons in 1939 
by saying, "I inform the right hon* Gentleman that, in spite of 
his policy., men are preparing to sacrifice their lives as our 
ancestors did, and in the long run to win that same freedom that 
we ourselves achieved."

Is it to be wondered at that in this blind area of despair 
people can see no light, and people forget what has been the heri
tage of their own nation for generations, and people forget 
their true work, upbuilding their true work of recreating 
Palestine and in that unhinged state commits acts for which we 
all have to suffer and to blush? ‘ '

Therefore, we come to say that we consider that policy un

just, illegal, unbearable, a betrayal of the promise which has 

been made to us when we came to Palestine, a betrayal of the words 

used in the 1922 Paper. It has been said that this community 

with its natural characteristics would be allowed to flow, would 

be allowed to expand. The words were used, "For the fulfilment 

of this policy it Is necessary that the Jewish community in 

Falestine should be able to increase its numbers by immigration."

It has been suggested that the National Home has been built. 

The words used were "the reconstruction," the National Home to 

be reconstituted, and we, the Jews of Palestine, ask ourselves 

"What has be reconstituted? What National Home for the Jews was 

has already been reconstituted?"

We make heroic efforts to maintain our cultural values, to 

maintain our educational system, to maintain our social services, 

and to keep alive the name which will certainly be submerged if 

we are doomed forever to be a minority, just as it has been 

submerged any other place where the Jews remain a minority.

It is suggested that we should become Arabs of the Jewish 

faith, of the Hebrew persuasion, as it is sometimes called, that 

we should become as hyphenated as Jews are elsewhere. This is 

not the reconstitution of the National Home.
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On the second point which we thought it our duty to parti

cularly bring before you, we, the people here in this country—  

it has already been spoken this morning by others--wait for 

this immigration, that we shall open our doors, that we shall 

open our professions, our occupations, our unions, anything that 

v?d can do in order to absorb and rebuild the human wreckage 

rhich is waiting at the gates of Palestine. It has been said 

here, and perhaps justly said, that at present it would not 

appear as yet that the Yistuvhas already started on this regime 

of the great immigration. It has been mentioned that our prices 

of labor are very high, that building would be very costly, but 

we have come to assure you that only this regime of the great 

return be announced and there will be a reply and doors will be 

opened and prices will be reduced and unions will no more think 

in class terms but in_national terns, and Palestine, the Yishuv 

of Palestine, will do its share to rebuild and absorb, to make 

it possible.

It may well be said that what I have just said is not sound

economics, that labor unions very often insist on their rights,

that professionals object to newcomers, that occupations try to

keep as many people out of then as possible, that what we say is

a dream, That economic dream, ndy come•true in Palestine.
would .

Sir, I see the tine is passing. I/like 10 or 12 minutes, but

if it is convenient for the Committee to stop—

JUDGE HUTCHESON: If you would prefer to finish we could sit, 
if

but I think/it would be just as convenient to you we should rise, 

and let us finish when we come back.

bet me say that this very well-behaved audience came in and 

sat down-before we got here. That was fine. I wonder if they 

could cone In at 2:25 instead of 2:30 and we will promise to be 

here at 2:30 or fine anybody that Isn't. We will adjourn until 

2:30. •

(Whereupon the hearing adjourned at 1:00 p.n.)
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ON RESUMPTION.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Would you like to continue, Dr. Elijah?

DR. ELIASH: Sir, may I be permitted to return to three quite specific

charges, in a sense, which have been levelled against the Yishuv during recent

hearings. One of them was that we are not that free society which we claim to

be, or which we tried to create, and that we prevent people who wish to go

back from leaving the country. It has already been stated that this is not

the fact, and that the Yishuv has got no such power, but what is true is that

you do treat such people with scorn and contenpt and express it in no

unmistakable terns, and we follow a great leader in that regard, our teacher •

Mosos, who also treated with scorn and contempt the people who yearned after

the fleshpots of Egypt, and on the way to the Promised Land wanted to go

back for then, and I think there is nothing against freedom of society if one

expresses one's views as to the conduct of such people. It may well be that

a person who now rdshes to get better wages elsewhere has been most pushing

to get his certificate for Palestine, and that another and a better man is

now in the heap of ashes in Auswitch, or among the charred bones of the

Warsaw ghetto, because he could not get here, and the same individual may now

desire to get bettor wages elsewhere and go away, and some words may be

spoken about such conduct which make people feel uncomfortable. They ought

to feel uncomfortable. I am sure if at any time during the London blitz.

somebody had said he wishe.'dto go somewhere else where wages were better, or

where conditions wore better, he too would have been treated with scorn and

contenpt, but society would not be less free because he had been treated in

that way. Again, I repeat, wo cannot stop them from going, and we have no
%

power to stop them.

Another matter was mentioned here, that we are mosque destroyers, 

tonb desecrators, nano obliterators; . ,, that we are people who try to wipe 

out a previous culture here and leave no mention of it, which is again a 

charge which is not true. There are no cases of destruction of mosques, 

there are no cases of desecration of tombs. Yes, there were cases of changes 

of name. It is true that we tried to revive the ancient associations of

s r r r J U H M i u i i
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this land, and soma Biblical names, identified by great scholars, have come 
back to places tihich have boen known by these names, and that corruptions or 
more modern names, or names which have got no historical connection, have 
thereby been forgotten, but to suggest that there has been a policy of 
obliterating places which represent another culture or which remind somebody 
of another culture is a travesty of the truth.

N

Mention has been made here of certain' villages which have been 
destroyed and are no more. May I refer you gentlemen to a passage 
describing these villages just around Nazareth before the outbreak of the 
first war. It is a book by Sir Frederick Treves, Surgeon to the late King. 
He has been in Palestine in 1913 and he describes those villages. If you 
will permit me I will read the passage about Nazareth and the villages round 
it. He says: "There is within the circuit of this little hill town 
a sufficient army of religious folk, equipped with sufficient means of grace 
to convert a continent, and yet the visitor is warned by the guidebook that 
the inhabitants are noted for their turbulent disposition. Nazareth is not 
a Christian town, because the followers of Christ are apparently more 
concerned with their coreligionists than in ‘ aiding the people outside their 
doors. Nazareth is a poor place, a town of narrow and dirty streets, of 
unwholesome houses, of miserable slums, and of byways with a stink not soon 
to be forgotten. The villages around Nazareth are among the most filthy I 
have any recollection of, being composed of little more than a few pitiable 
huts clustering around a heap of manure.4 We plead guilty to having removed 
the heap of manure, which has been created by settlers there, but not to 
destroying any signs of a national culture.

The third matter which affects the Yishuv , and is perhaps a slur on
the Yishuv, is that so many Arabs have retained their own nationality, and a 

Jewishlarge number o1f people have been living here who have not yet become 
naturalised or have not become citizens. Now, I cannot give you any figures,
I have not got any figures to support my statement, but I would mention a few 
instances explaining that phenomenon. First of all, illegal immigrants 
cannot be naturalised, and there are thousands of them. If one of the 
spouses is an illegal immigrant neither can become naturalised. There are



a good many people who still hope to save the remnants of their property in 
Europe, and they thought,rightly or wrongly, if they become naturalised in 
Palestine then the past governments of which they are nationals would 
entirely refuse to reoognise their claims, and they thought that it would 
be wiser to postpone taking out a Palestinian passport until the political 
situation and the question of claims,- the question of compensation for lost 
property, robbed property, would be settled, and there are a good many people 
who do not care about their passports in general, such as labourers in 
colonies, in settlements. They know their Palestine through and through.
They know they have identified themselves with this country to the very 
narrow of their bones, and they do not go into the towns for the particular 
purpose of filing the necessary application and obtaining a certificate of / 
citizenship. There are also perhaps a good many people who have been too 
slow in doing what is their national duty, but to draw a conclusion from 
these figures that the Jews of Palestine have hot sufficiently identified 
themselves with this country and its political status and its political 
future is quite an undeserved slur on Palestine's population.

I should like now to explain very briefly the relation between the 
Jewish Agency and the Vaad Leumi, which is a matter which may be of interest 
to the members of the Committee. The Jev/ish Agency, in all matters of major 
policy and political representation, acts for the Yishttv just as it acts for 
all Jewry or for all Zionists in the same way as it represents the Yishuv,
I repeat, in all matters of major policy and political representation. It 
also deals directly with immigration, with land settlement or what is known 
as colonisation, settling people on the land, and with economic planning and 
development. We, the Yishuv and the Vaad Leumi, deal with local 
representation, dealing with local authorities, also with questions of 
municipal representation, general local government orders, such as local 
councils and similar matters, and then, as you will be able to see from 
our memorandum, we have got a large net of quasi-state services - .education, 
health, social welfaref-and it is a remarkable achievement;, in our submission, 
that the Yishuv is not only a self-supporting community in that sense, but 
spends about £5 million a year on these services. We also deal; with the



organisation of the community, organising responsible units in each place in 

accordance with the ordinance under which we have cone into existence. We 

have also got a religious cause, a Chief Rabbinate, which is part of the 

activities with which the Vaad Leumi is bound to deal.

As we have already said, wo are at your service for any questions in 

addition to the memorandum which has been submitted, and matters will be so 

apportioned among ourselves that we hope we shall each be able to deal with 

any particular subject that may be of interest to the Committee.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: . That, I understand, concludes the formal statements, 

and the remainder of the time can be devoted to questions, unless some other 

gentleman wants to make a statement.

A. No, there are no other formal statements, Sir.

Q. . I myself do not want to ask any questions oh the subdivisions

of your book, on education or social services; I have skimmed them over

sufficiently to see the thorough way in which these matters are approached,

but sono of the other members of the Committee may be interested in a

particular section which perhaps would be better dealt with by arranging

that those members should confer with a particular gentleman who can give 
the

then/precise and close information which they want, which would be more 

usefully gathered in that way than by a series of more or less formal 

questions. I am not saying that we cannot ask you all we want to ask, but 

on the particular subdivisions, for instance I think Dr. Aydolotte and 

some others represent us on the subject of education, and Mr. Crick and 

Sir Frederick on economics, instead of their trying to educate us at the same 

tine as they try to educate themselves, I suggest they might pursue their 

education more privately. But I do not want to discourage general questions, 

and it is not the case that I am trying to do so, and I would like myself , to 

ask the gentleman who has just spoken one or two general questions.

He spoke of two or three matters which have been raised as casting a slur. 

When one is trying to conduct an impartial investigation, I want to ask you 

is it right to suggest that when one pursues a general line of enquiry he is 

casting a slur. Is not that word a little wrongly chosen, unless you know 

that tho one who makes the enquiry is unfriendly or unreasonable?

50.
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A. I most humbly apologise if I used that word with reference to an 

enquiry conducted by the Committee. Not one of the references which I nude 

vms n reference to an enquiry which was pursued independently by the 

Committee.

Q, I do not know whether 1 raised the question or not, but if I did 

so I did not want to cast a slur on the question of Palestinian citizenship.

I think that is a legitimate lino of enquiry for us to follow, and if we 

follow it we are not casting a slur or intending to cast a slur. Facts are 

not slurring unless they are intended to be so.

A. I stand corrected, Sir.

Q. On that question of citizenship I happen to feel strongly, 

because it has been my business for many years as a Judge of the United States 

Court to conduct naturalisation proceedings, and to enquire into questions 

of citizenship, and to pass cancellation certificates where there is no 

proper loyalty, and I hold a definite feeling on that subject, and I intend 

to pursue the enquiry with no intention of casting a slur on anyone. ’

A. We are certainly at your service for any information we can 

give you.

Q. The other general question I want to ask you is this. I have 

been interested in the quiet and careful way in which you have presented 

everything until you hit that word "slur", and that is why I brought it up, 

because it is the only time I think that you were making anything bqt an 

objective effort to present your case.

A. Thank you, Sir,

Q. ■ You have expressed, as others have, the feeling that there is 

no way whereby you expect the destiny of the Jewish people to be realised 

without accepting a connection, without establishing or re-establishing, 

as you would put it, a Jewish state, and you have also read passages 

about the way the Arebs would treat the Jews if they got a majority, did 

you not? £ i

A. I did, Sir.

Q. You expressed the feeling very strongly that the Arab majority 

ought not to havo control over the Jewish minority?
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A. I did, Sir.

Q. You have never thought of the idea that the Arab night feel that 

ha did not \nxnt to be under a Jewish majority either, have you?

A. I fully appreciate the pertinence both of the question and of the 

general proposition, but, as I said at the beginning, we identify ourselves 

with what has been said on this point, and I think extremely well said on 

this point, by Mr. Ben Gurion. One comes to the question of what is national 

existence, and it is ny submission that the national home of the Arabs as such 

is surrounding then on every side. They have their own culture, they have 

their kings and presidents, of which they have thousands of pictures . ...

Q. You do not take into consideration the fact that I, as a citizen 

of Texas, would not like to be told I could go to Virginia if I wished?

A. Sir, I would say that if one lives in a place where one feels 

one's national culture, one's national aspirations, one's national pride, 

are fully satisfied, one ought not to seek them in a particular place if 

one happens to be somewhere else, but if you follow the example you have 

given, you would not insist that one State in the United States must be 

your State j you would feel that whilst you belong to a State which helps 

to elect your President your national aspirations will be satisfied, and I 

say one's natural feelings should be satisfied.

Q. I think it may be not living in a country such as ours you did 

not get my point, which is both State loyalty and Federal loyalty. Of 

course ours is a much closer situation than the Palestinian-Arab question, 

because as I understand it there is no federation of Arab States. That is 

correct, is it not?

A, At the moment there is no federation of Arab States.

Q. So an Arab in this present generation, in Palestine would feel 

it was not quite fair for him to be told, "Roll, you had better go to Iraq 

if you do not like staying with us under a majority"?

A. I never suggested that, and I think it has been a red thread 

drawn across the Jewish case that anyone should suggest they should leave 

Palestine.

Q. No, but you said if he does not like to live tinder a Jowish 

Bajority he has got other places he can go to.
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A. No, Sir, I did not suggest that. I said although one may live in 

a ninori?y%iay have complete satisfaction of one's national feelings and 

aspirations by a recognition that one's race, one's people, has got a 

national existence.

Q. You mean to say that for the Jew, over and above having a 

majority in the state, the big point is that his people as a whole finally 

get recognition as having a state.

A. I am afraid I was misunderstood. I was rather trying to explain 

what I think ought to be the reasonable attitude, if I may put it that way, 

of the Arab whom we are supposed to be discussing, and I say I would givo the 

answer on his behalf in this fashion. If I were an Arab, and I were to feel 

that my national culture, my national pride, my racial characteristics, were 

being preserved in a number of states which surround me, where my history is 

being perpetuated, where my cultural values were being created, I would not 

care whether I lived at a distance of 20 miles or 100 miles from the centre 

of that great national existence or whether I lived here in an insignificant 

minority.

Q. All that was leading up to this question. From what I have heard 

from other witnesses whilst I have been in this part of the world, I can see 

that the Jewish people would not look forward with any great delight to being 

in a minority with an Arab majority; I am not saying that they should, but I 

can see pretty clearly in a way, I think, that the Arabs do not want it 

either. The very fact that the Jews do not want them to be in a majority 

night make them feel that they do not want the Jews to be in a majority.

Have you ever thought of the idea of neither having a majority, but both 

having parity, that is what I was leading to?

A. Our complaint is that under the White Paper at the moment we are 

being forced into the position of a minority. What one rather mixes up with 

that is the question of the immediate necessity of providing a refuge in 

Palestine for such people as require it most urgently, but if Palestine is 

a place to which Jews can come as of right, and if economic planning itself 

will put the Arabs into their proper position, then the question whether 

one be a majority pr the other may be left to be solved by events.

I. n 11 hi1 nn »ni r >i1 n if"i niw r *
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Q. I will ask another question. If the majority is tq be the 

determining factor, is it to change every day or evory week, or is it not a 

better thing to reach some sort of an arrangement, such as parity, which 

cannot change no matter who comes in or who goes out? Have you ever thought 

of that?

A. Possible solutions of Palestine's difficulties have been so much 

discussed in Palestine that one can hardly say that there is any one of these 

solutions which has not been thought about, but it has been said time and 

time and time again that the Jews are not considering their State with the 

possibility of a diminution of Arabs, or of a minority of Arabs, and it has 

not been the idea that the Arabs should lose their political rights. One 

wou5-d not bring to Palestine a number of Jews merely to create a majority.

The vital objection that Is taken to the White Paper is that it prescribes 

a minority of Jews, with not possibility of their ever attaining a majority.

Q. Now if that uneasy question of a majority cannot be settled by the 

Jews - though Mr. Note stein and others seem to say it can - if that uneasy 

question were out of the picture wifh a permanent solution of parity, would 

it not be easier to have peace instead of each one running about to see how he 

can get his majority? In other words, you may have an election every day when 

you are depending on a majority.

A. (MR. REMEZ): May I try to formulate my reply, Mr. Chairman?

Q. Certainly.

- A. I would say that an Arab minority in Palestine, surrounded by 

Arab countries and statos, is not less than half, than 50.

MR. CxtOSSMANi I did not quite follow your answer - could you repeat 

it?

A. I say an Arab minority in a Jewish'state in Palestine should not

be less than half;; I would formulate it in such a way that it is not less

than half, than 50, and a Jewish majority in Palestine is no more than a

half, because we have our minorities scattered all over the world. They will 
minorities

remain / in all countries, and a Jewish state would not attempt to 

discriminate against any minority. It is not a matter of Arab or non-Arab, 

but we have to be a majority in one corner of the world; we want to have the
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possibili+v of having, in one corner of the world, a Jewish concentrated state, 

realising’ and effecting all that Jews could realise when they are a 

free state.

JUDGE HUTCHESON? 1 A great imponderable in your case which prevents 

the ordinary doctrino of fair elections and fair plebiscites in fixing 

majorities and all that is as you have just stated, that it is not a mere 

question of a majority or a minority in a particular country between ordinary 

peoples, but that the Jew's situation is that he has got to have a majority 

somewhere in order to live, and this is the place where he should have it.

A. . That is right, Sir. May I say this is not an arbitrary place; 

this is his homeland.

Q, As we say in the States, this is a natural?

A. Yes.

DR.' AYDELOTTE: I should like to ask you a question about educational 

policy. You determine the educational policies for the Jewish schools in the 

country, do you?

A. (DR. ELIASH) s In a sense we do, in co-operation with the 

Jewish Agency and the Government.

Q. Do you make a determined effort to reflect adequately in your 

educational system Arab culture?

A, Certainly. I think my friend, Dr. Katznelson, night give you 

figures as to the number of teachers of Arabic whom we trained in our 

colleges and seminaries.

A. (DR. KATZNELSON) : I recall that Dr. Weizmann was asked about the 

position of the instruction of Arabio in the Jewish schools. I am now in a 

position to provide exact figures about that. Arrangements for the 

instruction of Arabic exist in all our secondary schools in the four 

higher forms. It is second to English. There was a time when many people 

preferred to learn French as a second foreign language, but in recent 

years the great majority of the people prefer voluntarily to take lessons 

in Arabic, and we have now in all the secondary schools, and in many 

elementary schools, some 10,000 pupils covered by this scheme of instruction 

in Arabic. We are employing 55 Jev/ish teachers for the Arabic language,
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and there is n special course of training for Jewish teachers in Arabic, and 

this training course is employing some four or five of the best Arabic teachers 

in this country, non-Jewish teachers, in order to prepare Jewish teachers for 

the Jewish schools. At the same time it would be of interest to the Committee 

to know that there is not a single government school - and government school 

means Arabic school, because all the government schools in Palestine are 

Arabic schools, with Arabic as the language of instruction; there is not a 

single government school where there is instruction in Hebrew, even in the 

secondary schools and in the teachers' training colleges there is no 

provision even for giving instruction in the Hebrew language, equal or similar 

to the position of the Arabic language in the Jewish schools, and it would 

certainly be welcomed by the Jewish community if the Government would 

introduce the instruction of Hebrew in the Arabic schools.

Q. That is very interesting. Do all your Jewish secondary school 

students take three languages?

A. Yes.

Q. Do they all study Hebrew, Arabic and English?

A. Yes, Hebrew, English and Arabic.

Q. Do they study Arabic literature and: history as well as the 

language ?

A. Yes.

MR. CROSSMANs ■ I have one or two questions arising out of your report 

to us, The first one is, I was very interested in your description of local 

government, and in your constructive criticisms of the relations between 

yourselves and the Government here. I was reading the other day the papers 

of Dr. Magnes suggesting greater participation in the central government by 

Jews and Arabs. I may have passed it over in my first reading, but is there 

here to be found any constructive proposals with regard to the central 

government in Palestine?

A. (DR. ELIASH): I do not think you will find any proposals as to the

central government,
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Q. I think it would be of very grout value, because your part in local 

government is so detailed, if you could perhaps put into writing a memorandum 

on how far you feel participation in central government would promote the 

welfare of your community in Palestine as a whole, and what steps you would 

propose on those lines?

A. As I mentioned, Mr. Crossman, the division of authority, aS in a 

sense the division of activity beteeen the Jewish Agency and the Vaad Leumi 

is such that major policy and political representation are within the scope 

and province of the Agency; local government and local representation are 

within the scope of the Vaad Leumi.

Q. I have got here Section 2, Education, Health and Social Welfare, 

which are central executive functions. I am not concerned with political 

representation as much as representation in the administrative departments of 

government, or the extension of the use of Jews and Arabs in key positions in 

the departments, not as Cabinet Ministers but in departmental ranks. Have 

you got any proposals on that point? It is mentioned occasionally that there 

is a lack, but I do not see it brought in here in the safoo way as you have 

put the proposals on local government.

A. If the Committee would desire to have it we will put it into a 

short paper.

Q. Then I would be very interested to hear your views on emergency 

regulations and their effect upon the community. Perhaps that is for the 

Agency, and again I suggest, if the Chairman agrees, that a memorandum on 

that would be useful. It is important to get your complete view on how you 

are working from your point of view.

A. As a matter of fact we have something ready, hut we did not think 

the Committee would be interested, or that it would be within the scope of 

the Committee, but if you desire to have something in writing we will let 

you have that.

Q. If one is given a critique on local government I cannot see why

that is in our interests, and not the same thing as to central government.
nqt

A. Everybody hopes the emergency regulations are/something .which 

going to last indefinitely, and one rather imagined the Committee would be 

interested in the real, substantial future of Palestine, and not in such



passing events as emergency regulations, but if emergency regulations are 
in the interests of tho Committee we would certainly submit a paper on that 
natter.

JUDGE HUTCHESONs I nay say this, that offhand I am inclined to agree 
with you as to the relevancy, but if you will give Mr. Crossman such a 
memorandum he might enjoy it.

k. We will do that gladly.
MR. CROSSMAN: ' There is one question I think the Chairman will rule 

to be in order on the subject he was discussing himself. I wanted just to 

continue one or two questions along the line which the Chairman was putting 

to you, and they are questions which are closely connected with the Agency 

view, which you wore answering from your point of view. I take it that your 

picture of the development of the Jewish community here, like that of the 

Agency, foresees possibly a ten year period during which a majority is achieved. 

It can hardly be achieved, so our economibtz tell us, in under ten years, and 

therefore you look forward to independence of the Jewish community as some 

distance ahead. Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And the thing which worries me, and I think which worries many 

people, on which we should like more clarity, is this: It does seem a somewhat 

coldblooded procedure to look over ten years t deliberately - I will put 

the objection which is made by the man-in-the-street - and deliberately pump 

in in ten years stifficient people to achieve a majority over the other side.

Wmt is your answer to the ordinary man-in-the-street who says that does not 

seem democratic. Tho people are here, and we are going to bring in from 

outside to give us more than they are, and then we shall have independence 

because then we are going to have the position, to have the power, and the 

state. What is the answer which you, as a democrat, as I know you are, will 

nako to that very common objection.

A. The answer is two-fold. Insofar as there are grievances during 

those ten years that one could not participate in the local administration 

°f the government, the answer is self-governing institutions, and as regards 

local administration that would be a complete answer. As regards the 

Possibility of having a Jewish Prime Minister, it has been suggested that the 

^ s  vould suppress the Arabs, it seems to me that if this has got to wait
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until the country his got its true political institutions, I cannot see any 

great misfortune in it, because, as I said before, were I an Arab J would 

say I have got the utmost political and racial satisfaction in the fact 

that my race and ray people have got their independence all round ne, and 

that ny political leaders, the leaders of ray nation, sit with leaders of 

other nationss in UNO and other international organisations, and I would 

not seek a further little satisfaction of having my Village President 

elected by the Minister,

Q, Eut you have not answered the most difficult question I asked 

you, which was the objection of the man-in-the-street who looks at this from 

the outside and rays, how can it be democratic to pump into a country all 

these people, to keep the country under a Mandate for ten years in order that 

you. can get sufficient people in to have a Jewish majority over the Arabs, 

and directly you have none that the country can be independent. ;

A. I am certain had the problem of Palestine been such that the

nan-in-the-street could have resolved it a Committee of Inquiry would not

have been necessary. The man-in-the-street may see the more difficult things,

and may think that certain things do not quite fit in with his idea of

democracy, but when you want to achieve an historical end the man-in-the-street
that fhese

m y  want a little booklet to explain to him ' / obvious anomalies are 

nothing * else but steps to follow for the ultimate achievement of the 

 ̂ national aspiration.

Q. That is the explanation you would give to him? It is something 

which is not very democratic but it is something which must be done to 

achieve the Jewish majority?

A. yes.

Q. Let v.s take the Arab man-in-the-street; Here is the period of 

ten yoai'c in which, according to your wishes, the British Government would 

have announced its determination to achieve the Jewish State. He is going 

to sit for ten years watching the numbers mount up on the other side. Do you 

think he will sit quiet during that period? If you were and Arab and watching 

it cone nearer and nearer year by year what would you do?
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A. I must come back to what I have said. I have said if I were a 

reasonable Arab I would say, after all my national aspirations are fully 

satisfied^ If I am a professional man I have got at my office pictures of 

four Arab Kings, of two Presidents; I know next door to me I have a country 

which has got an Arab culture, which has got occasions for displaying its 

national unity and its national greatness. I would say I know that my 

great historical centre - which is Baghdad, or Damascus or Cairo - can never 

be lost to Arab culture, or Arab history. I would say, here I live quite 

happily, nobody oppresses me, and the fact that I cannot be Prime Minister 

tomorrow is no grievance.

Q. You will excuse me, but the word reasonable man is often used for 

somebody who agrees with me. Let us be objective. In that sense of the word 

’’reasonable" surely you agree the Arabs are not reasonable, I ask you what 

you think they are going to do during this ten year period while under the 

protection of the British troops this is being built up? What will they do 

during that period?

A. If you wish me to prophesy whether they will resort to violence 

or to strikes, I am afraid I cannot prophesy.

Q. You would not foresee an easy time during those ten years, would 

you? Would you look forward to an improvement or a deterioration of Jewish- 

Arab relations in the ten year period?

A. I would quite frankly rather not prophesy. I know perfectly well the 

the two possible answers. One answer is that once determination is shown, 

and once a decision is made, one would be more reasonable than at present.

One realises that in fact there is a good deal of friendship, collaboration 

and co-operation among Arabs and Jews in daily life. It is not that the 

Arab meeting the Jew in the street looks at him with great hatred, or 

anything like that.
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Relying on these f?ctors with the hope that once i decision is made and 

consideration shown, reason rill prevail. I P-now quite well the other view. 

V)h?t would prevail would be political agitation and desire to show that the 

solution brought on that trouble and desire to turn the wheel back again.

Q. Of course, you can't prophecy, but there are those two possibilities. 

You would obviously want the first to happen and not the second.

A. Right, sir.

Q. What stens would you take during th?t ten-year period to make the 

first more orobable then the second? What steps would the Jewish Com unity 

take to try and breek down, in that ten-year period, this danger of what 

you call the political agitation?

A. The last war has shown what a tremendous good and harm propaganda 

con do. I think a good deal may be done. A good deal may be done by 

actually showing cmd reoeatqdly showing tangible b nefits of the policy.
t

It has been suggested already - in matters of organizing labor and methods of 

increasing the standard of livingV’y

Q. Leaving that separately, what would you do in terms of organizing 

labor in that 'ten-yonr period?

A, It depends very much on the ten-year period and whethor what I 

would like to do could be enforced,

Q, I asked you about suggestions as to what should be done.

jt. If what we would like to do might be given the dignity of tho 

St:tutc Book of Palestine,- then a good deal might bo done to establish a 

"roper standard of living, by having ostcblished a living wage in Pales

tine.

Q. A minimum wage?

A. Yes, a minimum wage in Palestine, by having social insuranco in 

Palestine, by seeing to it that there should bo proper medical service in 

Palestine, by seeing that education is really given to everybody who seeks 

it, and by applying a larger part of our budget for social services.

Q. That brings me to another point in your memorandum. lou are very 

Critical of the fact that tho Government doesn't carry a groat many sooiil 

services. Is it your proposal that the Government should tako over Borne 

°f your organizations, shall wo say, education and social welfare, health,-
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jjjd run thorn on what I cc.ll a bi-national lino? Would you prefer to have 

tjio Government run it instead of you?

A. No, sir; what m  world prefer is further increase of autonomy of 

the Jewish community, commensurate with tho tares or. id by the Jews,

C. So you don't criticize tho Government for not actually doing it 

but for the lack of financial aid?

A. For such aid as might bo given.

C. Has it ever occurred to you that this long period, even if you get 

d l  you rant to achieve tho majority, do you determine you can achieve a 

big enough number of- Jems in tho areas whore tho Jews livo alone, or the 

Jews live mixed with the Arabs, in order to counterbalance that very largo 

number of Arabs who live in exclusively Arab areas?

A. Yes.

Q. Is there any conclusion you could draw from that?

A. The conclusion has been drawn by the Peel Commission.

Q. What is your view of that conclusion?

A, The views are oxoressed against partition,

JKt CRUM: If it b# assumed that Professor Notostcin was right and it 

isn't possible biologically to ever have a Jewish majority in Palestine 

without moving the Arab population, world that alter your view’

A. defends on so many factors which cannot be pro-judged. It

defends on economic factors which cannot b„ nrejudged; it dcoends uoon the 

oossibiliti .s of developments; it depends u^on tho continuing ratio of in- 

orceso of nooulation.

Q. That is *hfit r*»n»fcssor Uotcstc n found, ns you !now?

A. Yea.

Q. Assume re could det-rurne thot Professor Notestein's conclusion"' 

'■•-re sound and that it would bo quite impossible to attain a Jewish ina

n i t y  in Palestine without tho removal of tho Arab nooulation, would that 

r-lb.r the view'of your community in relation to nartition?

A. I would only say it would bo on argument in favor of that largo

of oersons who think partition is a solution of the Palestine problem,

Q* Have you given consideration to the Notcstoin argument?

Not to that extent as to make it a deciding factor.

g w  nTtVjPWnwr-n i
A,
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MR. KANNINGHAM-BUILER: You said one thing in ons-roor to Mr. Crossmon 

on which I would like to hsk you q question. You said if there was a Jewish 

State in Palestine and tho Arabs were in tho rinority in Palestine, tho 

reason-bio Arab should feol his national aspirations were fully satisfied 

because there wero Arab States in tho neighborhood, is that right?

A. Yos, sir.

Q. Do you moan by that that tho Arab living in Palestino, with tho 

oho to graphs of Arab royalty around his room, would feol a loyalty to tho Arab 
States outside Palestine?

A. I wouldn't suggest that. He wo"ld feel a loyalty to his national 

ideals; ho would feel a loyalty to his national conscience; ho would feel 

a Dridc in the achievements of his race and people. Arab history cannot 

be stressed on the one hand and denied on the other. If thoro is such a 

tb'ng as one Ar~b people, then ono can't demand or require for every frac

tion of them living in n territory to have their separate national great

ness or sovereignty. .

Q. So you think tho Arab living in Palestine under thoso circumstances, 

living perhaps whero his family lived for a thousand years, might then 

fool himself to be really a member of tho adjoining Arab States?

A. I would say p.rhaos if you make it a question of political allo- 

gienco, but not of his Arab people.

Mt. BEN SVI: I imagine th-t Arabs being a minority in a democratic state 

may remain Arabs as they are and nay enjoy all tho rights they havo. Take 

Lebanon for example. The Stato has a Christian majority and there aro 

Moslems, Sunni, and Shia in difforont communities. Altogether, they are in 

the minority and tho State has a Christian status. Then came 150,000 

Armenians, and still thero was no revolt on tho part of the Moslems, They 

accepted this status and thoy enjoy all tho rights, Christians end Moslems 

dike. They don't feel that there is something wrong. Of course, you may 

say there 'is some difference. You h-ve the sane language, but the main 

factor in this Orient is religion,' I don't know how long it will last, hut 

if wo are approached for statistics, we are asked our religion. So, for the 

tine being, religion is more than something in Europe. Although they spook
t

tho some language as tho Moslems, thoro are two different communities.



So, during this period, lot us say one million Jews shall he saved from

Eurono and fron tho adjoining Oriental countries whero they couldn't stay.

After that, the State will, in fnct, become a democratic st-to with a

Jewish majority. Whilo I can't speak for the Ar~bs, I just say in our

adjoining country, in Lebanon, tho Christians are really a dominating.

factor and the Ar-bs are not revolting. Lebanon is on the best of torms

with the Arab countries. I am sure that the State, including Christians,

Jews, and Arabs, even with a Jewish majority, will be not only on the best

of terms, but will bo a aupporfcto all the- other Arab States, and tho mi}lions

of Jews who will support Palestine will have regard for all tho Arab states.

That may contribute more to tho poaco of the world than anything else,

Q, You have referred to tho distinction between tho different religions

in Lebanon, and you said that tho religious distinctions are perhaps more

inoortant than racial ones. Do you conclude, then, that the majority of

Jews now in Palestine are followers of their faith?
MR, :
ELIASHs I don't know whether tho majority are or not, but Jews, Christians 

end Moslems are hero in the Orient, and they are called a religious com—  

nunity. They h<-ve something to do with that. For instance, tho whole 

family law is conducted by not int -r-mixing Jews, Just as the Jews aro not 

inter-nixing with Moslems, and Arab Christians are never inter-mixing and 

marry ng with Moslems. They have their institutions and schools. They may 

learn sometimes in mixed schools, but thoy have their communal property.

They have their onn ideals much more than in the D.S.A. It's an organized 

community with its own social institutions. They don't mix socially even in 

charity affairs. The Moslems would not bring in Jows to enjoy their chari

ties) and they wouldn't mix even in educational institutions.

So, in that regard, I say there is a very big difference. The Jew, 

wherever he may be, has tho same language as other Jews. That is his idea 

and language, although ho may be a froo thinker, Just as a momber of a 

Christian community may be a free thinker.

Q. Could you givo mo the figures of tho Jews now in Palestine who aro 

followers of their faith?

A. In fact, sir, Palestino is a roligious community and everyone on 

the register is considered to be a Jew. I don't know of any cases in which
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jevrs asked to bo stricken from tho list or the register,

q. So thr.t the answer to my question is all tho Jews in Palestine aro 

foii#wors of their faith, is that right?

A. I think so, yes.

®. PHILLIPS?, I wculd like to ask one further question which was raised, I think, by Doctor Aydelotto, with regard to education in Palestine, 
on which I am still rathor ignorant, I'm sorry to say.

Is there any institution hero in Palestine, whether Government or Jewish 

or Arab, which has as one of its fundamental principles the idea of bringing 

the youth of tho two races togrther? Is there any undertaking anywhere in 

Palestine whore that thought is in mind? I'm thinking, of course, of our 

educational institutions in tho United Stages— our public universities, - 

privte universities, public schools, private schools, church schools— all 

having that one principal thought of bringing the different races and dif

ferent people of difforont kinds together. They have served all that mass 

of education as a digestive,apparatus for tho building up of our country.
I was wondering whether that h-d been begun in Palestino, and if so, how 

far it had gone towards that end,

A. Certain nttemps hve been made along these lines, but they always 

have been futile. Any attempt or any invitation to Jews and Arabs to go 

into a molting pot to produce something which would call itself a Palos- - 

tinian, would not succeed in Palestine. The desire for national aspiration 

and national existence is equally strong, I would say, in both comnuniti.s, 

and the desire to develop one's language and one's culturo to make n dis

tinct contribution to the world's culture is so strong that one wouldn't 

moot with great success by suggesting to Jews that if tho'r rub off a bit 

of their Jewishness, they might be'less noxious.

Q. You think that extends far down into the first years of early child

hood— four, five, and six years of rge?

Ae I think so, sir,

Q. Th0y could not work together in schools?

A, I think it has never succeoded, in my opinion, and cannot succeed. 

The ideal of the Jewish pnrcnt would be to make of its child a good Jew in 

the sense of being fully loyal to his national ideals and national culture
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j  to Palestine. It couldn't to done otherwise t

LORD MORRISON; Thero is ono point I mould liko to clear up if I can. 

jou sr.id there ore some Jews in Palestine mho possibly mould like to leave 

p.lestino, end thrt there mas no reason whv anyone should '-ttemot to stop 

than, but then you wont on to say that naturally if anyone mant d to leave 

pristine, as yeu s^id, to get the flesh pots 6f Egypt, no one feould prevent the other members of the community from having a poor opinion of them 
rjid expressing it. Aren't there other people mho might mint t6 leave 

Palestine for other reasons besides getting better mages or better working 

conditions? May I give you an examolo and ask you what you think.

There are a number of Jews in Palestine mho come from Austria. Now 

that the mar is over and the Nazis have been defeated, Austria has regained 

hor freedom. Is it conceivable and reasonable th~t some of these people who 

acre bom, say in Vienna, which was a groat center of Jewish thought and 

Jewish learning, might want to return to the country of their birth? Might 

. they not went to ittemot to build a pew Austria and take their part in re

building the Jewish part of Austria? If a" number of these peoole had that 

idea now in Palestine, would you consider that there was anything wrong-frith 

th*lr desire to go b~ck to Austria?

A. As for any person's particular pl~.ee of birth, ho may have the urge 

to r-turn, but objectively, I would say that any Jew who has achieved the 

hepuinoss of Palestine in Palestine and wishes to bo exchanged for the 

dubious ! U b  of a new stock in Europe is a fool,

Q. That is your expression; it isn't minol Most of those people that 

I an referring to came to Palestine in the first instance to escape the 

Nazi persecution. ’ A great many also came to England to es-'upo thore. I 

have been informed that 1,700 in England have asked to bo allowed to return * 

to /ustria,

A. I can quite understand that.

Q. Speaking as a British subject,' I can't find it in my heart to 

Sp-7 that thes .• people in England who wish to return to Austria aro fools,

A. No, sir, but may I explain myself, The Austrian In England has 

got no roots in England, Thero is no street in England on which his 

'dioestors have walked; there is no ol^ce in England in which a contribution
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to his culture was nr.do; he ia not surrounded by things which give him hope. 

Obviously, if ho believes he would be hannier vhero he was, he would go back 

to Austria.

But ev.ry Jew that has come to Palestine has come back to his roots.

He is at last at homo. If he wishes to go to an orohanago instead of being 

homo, then in my opinion, I have no respect for him.

Q. I am trying to got you nerfsctly clear. You know there was a very 
greet Jewish community in Austria, particularly in Vienna. You know that 

M y  groat Jewish scholars, painters, and artists hav. b on in Vienna. Is 

it very foolish from your point of view that now th."t these neoolo, or 

their descendants, should want to restore that and should not wish to give 

the world the knowledge that Hitler won in this fight against tho Jews and 

that they have been; entirely finished in Vienna,, but they themselves foel 

if-you got knocked down, it doesn't natter getting knocked down| what 

matters is whether you got uo again?

They would like to get uo and show tho whole world that Hitler did 

not win so far as Austria was concerned. Wh-t I'm asking you is Is that 

very ridiculous in your eyes?

A. I would judge these neoolo as telling me "I built on s-nd; my 

house has tumbled down; I am building again on the sand." It seems to me 

history has oroved that if you wish to build on sand again, you may be com

mended for your qualities but not for your true understanding of your own 

national position.

Q, So th-t really tho answer is when a Jewish soldier comes to me and 

s:ys in Eurone "I escaped from Hitler and wont to Palestine; 1 h~ve now been 

fighting in the British Army and I am going to bo demobilized soon and don't 

mint to go back to Palestine because I was born in Vienna," am I going to 

say to him "I think you are a very foolish follow," Or shall I say to him, 

"Well, I think it is Derfectly natural that you are a free citizen and you 

would like to go back to where you were born end your homo surroundings."

A. If a soldier came to me and I had enough time, I expect that ha 

would agree to go to Palestine, but if I didn't h^ve enough time, I would 

tell him to go back where ho liked.

Q. Surely, wouldn't it bo bettor, from your point of view, that all



r '  ;
the J vrs that c.re in Palestine should bo here on their own free id.ll and 

citiz.ns rather than being persuaded to stay here because they think it is 

loyalty '-hen thoy really fool thoy would bo happier elsewhere?

A. Undoubtedly. I merely say that tho idea of freodora can be carried 

to an extent too far. This education which has been given to tho Jewish 

pooalo sinco Hortzl wrote his book...

Q. I am very glad to find that Palostino is not .so different from tho 

al-co I cone from where there are lots of wise Jews and sono foolish Jews]

IR. l.C DONALD: I would like to ask one question relating to this 

question of those who want to return. I don't know what y^u meant by tho 

v\y you answered the question in tho first instance, but I would like to 

know whether your own judgment is there is really a very large number of 

Jows who want to leave and who are, in fact, kept from leaving by a kind of 

noral oppression. Would you tell us in your judgment, the number of Jews 

who would like to leave Palestine.

A. Sir, I think the number has been put by people in the vicinity 

at 2,000. I personally think this is an over-estimate. I don't think tho 

number possibly exceeds that figure.

Q. Two thousand?

A. Yes, I don't think it possibly exceeds that figure. A good many 

of them might go for temporary reasons, a  good many hopo to regain some 

1 property which they may have had,

SIR FREDERICK: May I bring this down to « still more practical ground. 

We h-.vu been through tho settlements in Europe and have seen tho victims of 

the pcrswcution, and the -problem we* are all trying to solve is how can a 

al-.co be found for as many as possiblo of these poor people? Now, if there 

nro 2,000 ->eoole hero in Palostino who wish to go to anothor country and who 

would be glad to go to another country, isn't it rather cruel to keep them 

here and not lot their places go to these victims?

A, Sir, no one actually keeps them. It is really suggested that the 

authority granting exit visas rcfu3os them. It's a section of CIT of the 

Palostino Police. If thoy get shipping accommodations, they can certainly

go.

Q, Sinco you put it on that ground, you said yourself you would treat

68
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the®

rith scorn r.nd content. Do you think there tire Jens -in Palestine who

IT7'
a g OHIOto fear '.bout exercising their dosires?

I don't think they can aossibly fear it.

Q. I suggest you inquire, Haven't you said in your rcnlios, which I 

though v"3 H s^t in rogafd to tho subject, that some of those

' were going ana" to got bettor wages. Which countries in the world 

better wages than Palestine?

A. I have looked at ono of the reports of the sittings of this Corn

ice, and I think the people wore referred to as skilled workmen. It is quite possible that skilled workmen might got better wages beonuso they havo 
to‘adapt themselves to some other vocation in Palestine, In that ease, tho 

urge would bo to go back to a trade or skill end eventually obtain bettersages,
Q. There is one country in the world, and I think somebody may correct 

me, in which there may bo wages hi gher than those in Palestine for skilled 

uorkmcn, Would you orevent or discourage skilled Jews from going there?

A. I say eg In I wouldn't erovent them; neither would I discourago 

them. But if a Jew were to ask me whether ho should go, I would say "Your 

skill ought to be apoliod for tho dovclonment of your ocoolo and your coun

try. Whether you will g .t moro elsewhere shouldn't count at all." And I 

would say tho same thing to a porson in England who w-ntef to go to America, 

i I would say nIt is your duty to apuly your skill hero,"

Q. I think you aro very wrong, but apart from that, if we in England 

h d had tho victims such as wore in Germany, wo wouldn't let a political

matter stand in their way.

A. It's very difficult for us to troat it ns if one Jew has got to got 

out to make place for another. *

Q. You know th-rc is a limit to tho number you can get in within a 

reasonable timo at tho best. Everybody is going to try and increaso tho 

ceonomic capacity of this country; but even so, if y6u Inoroase it to the 

maxi nun, there will not be room for more than a certain oroaortion of theso 

victims in Pr.lestino in a short time,

A. I think Doctor Veizmann suggested that th' ngs havo got to bo kept 

80• I think in certain periods in history one doesn't consldor room. If
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I nay givo you on example, which nay sound oxagger-.ted, in England you hrvo 

decorated Belgian women for helping your prisoners, and you have Toduood 

vondorful films which have shown how French women h.vo helped to carry 

then across freo Franco to tho shores of England without visas.

Wo consider ourselvos to ho in a similar national omorgenoy. Wo think 

if those people would bo brought to tho shoros of Palestine, thoso pooolo 

helping bring them in should bo congratulated for thoir very bravo, fino 

deeds. It isn’t a quostion of trying to get r. few Jews out to mako olaoo 

for them,

Q. Who aro the "wo" that you mentioned?

A. Sir, I think I express tho viows of tho Vand Loumi. Thcro pro , 

certain individuals— I would call them individuals end not organized greuos—  

®ho wish to go away and who certainly would go if they wanted to.
1 • W

Q. Individuals arc very irnortnnt. Might I ask one othor question to 

ola-r up something I don’t understand,

Wh-t is tho dividing line bot'vocn Vaad L,umi and Histadruth in tho field 

of education? In the memorandum it s^ys educational and cultural activity is 

->rim rily tho function of the Gonoral Fodorr.tion of Jewish Labor, Thoy Bay 

they h.-vo over 22,000 children in thoir schools and they rofor to other 

schools.

A, Thore is a united gonoral systom of education in Palostine. Within 

tho Hebrew school system thoro aro throo so-c.allod trends of oduo-tion. Thcro 

is the so-called goncral trend, the religious trend, and the labor trond,

The 1-bor trend is represented by schools. Thoir gonoral upkeep is tho main 

caro of Histadruth, and the Histadruth t"kos ca.ro that the labob trond should 

continue to exist and expand. It takes undor its common roof the l-i,or trond.
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MR.CRICKt I ’would like to (jot quite clear t 0 roply to a 
question by Mr.Crosoman which I think by implication settles my 

question. When you opaak of tho Jov/ish State nro you spanking 
of tho Jewish State in Palestine or of Palomino?

A. I think the anno qu Btion was put to Mr .Bon Qurlon find 
ho answered ho saw no difforonco. I v/ould abide by that answer 
uyoolf,

Q. Thon would tho boundaries of your suggested Jov/ish State
bo idontical with tho boundaries of Pnlostlno ns defined today?

If
A. My answer would bo yos,/thero is no partition.
Q, That is quite fair. May I ask you about a passage on 

the cost of living and tho gonoral level of prices in Palestine, 
a passage in which you complain the Govornr^nt has no radical plan 
for bringing down tho high cost of living which is responsible for 
the high cost of labour and production. 1 do not know whothor 
th rois any spoclal significance to be attachod to tho word 
"radical", but I take this to be a complaint against the 
Govornmont that it has no plan for bringing down tho coot of 

living.
A. I would prefer Mr.Renaz (M answer that.
Q, Have you ycursolves a plan for bringing down tho cost of 

living?
A.(I/iP..RF.i/tEZ) The matter was submittod to a special sub

committee dealing with the matter of the high cost of living 
index. A mnmorr.nd’. m was submitted which I had the honour to 
submit, not in the Vaad Loumi but in tho Histndruth Exocutive,
ID was secretary of the Histadruth Executivo and vie asked for 
the setting up of a special Committee with participation of 
public bodies of Jows and Arabs, of employers and workers, to 
olaborate such a scheme. We were ready to co-operate. Certainly 

it is a very complicated matter. This was a yoar and a half &co, 
but wo are Torching nov/ a point when an economic crisis is 
imminiont if the purchasing power of tho Palestinian £ remains 
as it Is, about half tho purchasing power of sterling.
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Q. This plan of yours was rejected by the Government?

A. No, but.it was not carried out. It was not rejected but 

it r'as not carried out.

Q. In this respect you differ somewhat from the position of 

the Jewish Agency who I gather feels the cost of living will 

just fall of its own momentum and requires no shoving.

A. I do not agree with that.

Q* You part company from the Jewish Agency in that respect. 

Can v/e have your plan for reducing the cost of living - not 

now.

A. It is rather difficult. Such a plan to be practicable 

and workable can be elaborated in co-operation only with the Government.
Q. I gather you submitted proposals to the Government.

A. Suggestions, rough suggestions, but to elaborate a • 

plan we must co-operate with Government,

Q, Kay we have a copy of your suggestions?

A. Yes,

Q. Thankyou, I see you consider it essential that you. 

should get back to the level of prices and costs which existed 

at the outbreak of war. In your studies of economic history have 

you ver discovered a case in which the cost of living has 

fallen back to the pre-war level?

A. I would not take it upon myself to reply to the question 

of a precedent. I assume you are right there may be no prcedent, 

but I am not a scholar, I have lived here in Palestine for 34- 

years and I know the realities of Palestine..1 assume that 

Palestine represents to some extent a unique case even in 

6conomic development and economic problems. Finally it is not 

such a big State and not such a big entity and I asstime a plan 

elaborated by Government in co-operation with labour and with 

aU  sections of the population, with the municipalities, may be of 

e®inent help in this transitional period.

7 2. ,



Q. Toil would sav if the cost of living does not fall brck 

to the pre-war level the whole economic future of this country 

Alii be Placed in Jeopardy?

A. Not in such an absolute form.

Q. That I think is a fair reading of your statement.

A. Is it?

Q. Perhaps you will look at it again* There is another 

question I wish to put. Far be it from me to defend the Government; 

I am very anxious to know all the complaints that can be levelled 

against th■ Government, and there is another one just above!

"The Government was little concerned to strengthen the 
Jewish economy".

Would that statement be equally true if for Jewish you substituted 

Palestinian, speaking n -• ti particularly of the system of 

taxation.

A. I would net like to answer it in such a general way. There 

nay be many cases where Government has to weigh up one factor 

against another and Jewish economy means a developing economy 

means embarking upon new enterprises and new industries and they 

have to be protected, anyhow during the first period of their 

existence,and development, but generally speaking, the economy 

of the country insofar as industry is concerned means a Jewish 

economy.

Q; So when you say the Government did not act in the realm 

of taxation in such a way as to strengthen the Jewish ot 

Palestinian economy, you have in mind only that it did not give 

you enough tariff protection, is that so?

A. Not only that. May I be permitted to read out from ray 

notes two or three lines relating to your question - no factory 

space allotted; no credits granted; no market information was 

collected; oil prices were not reduced; exports were not 

protected; dumping 'was not prevented; customs duties on raw 

materials were remitted only after lengthy negotiations; 

protective duties were granted only in exceptional cases and on 

a modest scale; Government themselves purchased in the United
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Kingdom even If similar "oods were produced locally.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Well, I think that brings us to the end 

of this day's adventure and re wish to thank all of you, 

especially the spokesman who has been cross-examined a good 

deal himself and put up such a stout defence.

We now stand adjourned until tomorrow, 14th March, at 2.30 p.m.
(The Committee adjourned accordingly).
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