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(The hearing convened at 9=35 a.m.)
1R. JUSTICE SII GLETON; We are now about to enbark upon 

hearings in Jerusalem. 'e have in the course of the last 2 months 
heard evidence in Washington, in London, in a considerable number 
of places in Europe, and in Cairo, and in all those places, too, 
various members of the Committee and sub-committees have consulted 
v’ith various people in an endeavor to ascertain all the facts that 
were put before us to help towards a solution of the different 
difficult problems which face us.

The Committee hopes that in Jerusalem, as elsewhere, every 
representative body or person who has anything to put before it 
will do so. 7e are indeed anxious to ascertain all the facts, and 
we desire all the help can get.

Kr. Chief Secretary, I understand you have something to 
communicate to us.

MR. SHiT': Yes sir.
"r. Chairman, Gentlemen, I am deputed by the High Commissioner 

to welcome you to Palestine on behalf of His Excellency and the 
Government of which he is' the Head. I desire to assure you that 
all such assistance as the Government and its servants can pro
vide will be vdllingly given to you. The services of us all are 
at your disposal..

I trust that your stay in the Holy Land vdll be agreeable 
and fruitful, aid that you will be able to find the tire, despite 
your heavy responsibilities and your preoccupation with many 
baffling political complexities, to see something of the histori
cal and archaeological interests and scenic beauties of this 
ancient and famous country, together with the many evidences of 
its modern progress.

The Committee's wishes, as convoyed to us from time to time 
in several telegrams, have duly been communicated to the public 
in a series of official press and broadcast announcements. In 
response, also, to the Committee's r quest, notifications as to
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the subrission of evidence Were communicated to the Arab Higher 
Committee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Details of these 
arrangements are contained in a memorandum which, with your per
mission, Sirs, I will now hand to the Secretary.

You will be aware, Gentlemen, that the Government of 
Palestine has prepared a complete survey, contained in XXVI chap
ters of historical, constitutional, social and economic data bear
ing on present day conditions in Palestine. In the preparation 
of these memoranda the intention has been to maintain complete 
objectivity and to present facts without suggesting the inferences 
to be drawn from them. Where opinions have been expressed they 
have been given in response to the requests of your Members or 
their Research Assistants.

The material to which I have referred constitutes in sum
marized form the evidence which, in the judgment of the Government, 
is necessary to the Committee for the performance of their task.

HR. JUSTICE SINGLETON- Thank you, sir. '"ill you convey the 
thanks of the Committee to His Excellency. I take it from what you 
said that if any member of the Committee desires any information 
upon any of the subjects to which you referred we may have appli
cation made to you for it.

SHAW; Certainly, sir.
MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: Thank you.
HR. SHA'r: I will convey to His Excellency your remarks.
I®. JUSTICE SINGLETON: The first appearance is on behalf of 

the Jewish Agency. Is Dr. ’-'eizmann present?
(No response)
HR. BEELEY: The Committee will adjourn until 10 o'clock 

when Dr. Weizmann will bo heard.
(Recess)
MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: Dr. Weizmann, you come here to put 

forward in the first instance the case on behalf of the Jewish 
Agency, I understand.

DR. WEIZKANN: That is right.
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I JR. JU.TICE SINGLETO, : Vo have the me^randum prepared and 

subnitted by the Agency, and I need hardly say that we shall be 
very glad indeed to hear everything you wish to tell us in your 
own way and at your own tire.

DR. VJEIZ;:iNN: Thank you, sir.
STATE!ENT OF DR. CliAII! T'EIZiiAM 
REPRESS:TING THE JEFISH AGENCY

DR. ‘•"EIZii'.HN: lx. Chairman, and Gentlemen of the Committee 
of Inquiry, heedless to say for me, I feel a very great responsi
bility resting on me at this moment to try and explain to the 
Committee as best as I can the problem which torments us for so 
many years, and which is causing considerable difficulty to those 
who are responsible for helping carry into effect its solution.
It is needless for me to say again that I shall try to be as un
biased as I can. It is difficult for a man in my position to do 
so, but it is certainly an honest endeavor on my part to try and 
present the case as objectively as I can.

I hope that I ray be permitted to remind you gentlemen most 
respectfully that we are entering upon this problem not exactly 
as a tabula rasa. Not only the British Government, but all those 
nations which have been associated with the Government in approv
ing the !iandate, in initiating the policy, in helping it on its 
way in the first stages are in a sense bearing a certain respon
sibility. The fact that the League of Nations is already dis
solved, or about to be dissolved^-I don't know whether its final 
meeting has already taken place— doesn't absolve the nations from 
the responsibility, and I thought I might most respectfully remind 
you of it.

The position of the Jews in the modern world, their home
lessness as a people— I am not speaking of the homelessness of 
individual groups of Jews. Individual groups of Jews have homes; 
some of the homes are very comfortable. But as a people, as a 
race, as a collectivity the Jews are homeless, and this homeless- 
no s s cUid the unchanging attachment of the Jews to Palestine did
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not begin with Hitler, It existed many, many years, many cen
turies before Hitler ever was thought of, and before ho came on 
the scene, long before this hideous tragedy has been enacted on 
us, the tragedy which would seem utterly incredible 15 or 20 years 
ago.

The developments of the last few years have produced a very 
considerable change in the distribution of the Jewish people, the 
masses of the people. If we take the first date, let me say the 
year i860, you would find that at that time 75 percent of the 
Jewish people inhabited the vast Pale, the vast Pale of settle
ment which was then Russia, which included the Czarist Russian 
province, Poland, and on the fringes of this vast Pale are th*,'* 
3alt±c provinces, Roumania and some minor communities like nor
thern Hungary.

In the United States at that time there were only about 3 
percent of the Jewish people, and in the British Empire an insig
nificant quantity. Then a considerable change took place. I 
would like to say that numerically the masses of Jews are settled, 
as I said, in Foland and Russia, but the culture and the wealth 
and the intelligentsia of the Jews waft more or less in the 
German-speaking countries, Germany itself, at that time imperial 
Germany, and the surrounding satellite countries like Austria, 
some in Roumania, very little, and some in Hungary. The great 
settlements of the Jewish culture, the Jewish learning, and 
Jewish science wen© in Berlin, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Vienna, and to 
some extent Prague and Budapest.

The overwhelming majority of the. Jews spoke Yiddish. Only a 
small fraction between the Central European countries spoke and 
wrote German. Then a great change took place. 3etween 1880 and 
1914, almost the very beginning of World War No. 1, masses of 
vast emigration took place to the Western Hemisphere under the 
pressure of persecution in Czarist Russia. About 2,000,00* Jews 
migrated in this somewhat relatively short period. Two million 
JeTs migrated to the States, and roughly perhaps 300,000 migrated
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to Great Britain, to South Africa, to C:.nada. In other words, 
there w-r.s an anigration of almost million people between 1880 
and 1914. So the numerical balance, the numerical weight began 
to shift and continued almost incessantly throughout the period 
up to the present date.

In 1930 only half of world Jewry was to be found in East 
Europe. The rest, the other half, was across the Vistula,
and *lso across the Rhine, and also across the Channel, and 
across the Atlantic.

The first ''orld "ar and the consequences of it, the social 
changes, the economic changes that were produced by the first 
v<?orld Wa,r, again produced a' shifting of the balance in the Jewish 
masses. Russian Jewry was isolated. An iron curtain separated 
great Russian Jewish communities from the rest of the Jewish 
world. This separation persists up to the present date. The 
Polish Jewish community, about 3 9000,000, were still there in 
strength, but it gradually became weakened, partly through cer
tain e cononic fact ars which prevailed in the Polish Republic as 
it emerged out of the war, and the other smaller Jewries in 
newly elected succession st-tes became lost there prior to the 
loss of coherence with the great Jewish community of Poland and 
Russia as it existed before the 'war! German-speaking Jewry in 
Germany still was striving, but the great centers of Jewish life 
moved away from it.

Finally, in the last war, a hideous catastrophe befell the 
Jews. A.bout 6,000,000— I needn't go into it, it is sufficiently 
known to you, Hr. Chairman, and Gentlemen, Jews were murdered in 
cold blood, and the number of Jews was reduced from 17,000,000, 
roughly, to something like 11,000,000, of which I believe more i. 
than 6,000,000 today inhabit English-speaking countries.

The distribution of Jews today in round figures is in the 
United States about 5,500,000, perhaps slightly less; in the 
British Empire 750,000, in the United Kingdom, Canada, South 
Africa, Australia, and New Zealand, In Palestine it is something



in the neighborhood of 600,000. So together it is about 
nillion out 11 million, ro roughly in the neighborhood of 
60 percent of Jews find themselves in English-speaking countries 
or directly under English administration— Anglo-Saxon.

I believe that quite subconsciously, or perhaps unconscious
ly, the composition of this Commission symbolizes the extra
ordinary change which has taken place in Jewry. To me it is no
accident that this Commission consists of two important elements,

the
two representative groups of/Anglo-Saxon world. In fact, today 
this 60 percent of Jews who find themselves under Anglo-Saxon 
aegis speak, in the. majority, English, which was not the case 
when the Jews “sre in Europe, who spoke Yiddish, and they did 
not speak the Ivgvrgo of the nation under which they lived.
Very few Jews spoke Russian, a minority; still less spoke 
English; still loss spoke Lithuanian, or whatever language was 
spoken in the countries.

Today the number of English-speaking Jews is increasing from 
day to day, which is obvious to anyone who observes the Yiddish 
press in America. The Yiddish press in America was a very power** 
ful'press. It is still a very powerful press, but it is grad
ually incltiding in its editions an English page, or two pages, 
because the young generation as it grows up, as it goes through 
English and American schools, reads preferably English. They 
may still speak Yiddish in their homes out of deference and 
respect to the old people, but the Yiddish language is on the 
wane bnd ^"glish i s cn the increase.

Then the Jews, at least judging from the observation I have 
been able to make myself,both in America where I have been very 
frequently since the last war and in England, the young Jewish 
generation is going through good English and American schools, 
through the universities, and gradually re associating them
selves in the scientific and technical activities of these 
countries and are beginning to play a part, and as education 
and prosperity comes to these ex-immigrants, then a sort of

8



symbiosis, I may say with the utmost respect, a sort of symbiosis 
is being established between this group and the dominant nation, 
the English or the Americans, and usually this symbiosis in 
other countries, in Germany, in Czarist Russia, in Poland led to 
unpleasant results. If I say "unpleasant" I am erring on the 
side of under-statement. I hope that this won't be the case in 
the Anglo-Saxon countries. I think perhaps' it is a different 
position than in the case of Germany or Poland or Czarist Russia. 
But the history, and we are an old race and we have a consider
able experience, the history of the Inquisition in Spain, which 
the Jews occupied before the advent of the eruption of this per
secution in the form of an inquisition, the history of the Jews 

who
in Spain/pccupied a very great position, a very high position of 
the Jews in Russia, and finally the last bitter experience of the 
Jews in Germany is making us occasionally fearful if we see symp
toms of anti-Semitism even in the Anglo-Saxon countries.

There is no doubt of the symptoms, Why, almost every day, 
or every week good friends of mine, English people with whom I 
have maintained a friendship lasting over 25 or 3Q years, come to 
re and say, "You know, ^eiznsnn, I am very worried about the 
growth of anti-Semitism in this country," meaning England. lay 
usual answer is, "You are not half as worried as I an."

I am much more worried but I don't see how I can stop it or 
what can be done. It seems to be done by its own laws, and it 
is a sort of disease that spreads. I only hope that it 7/111 
never reach the terrible dimensions that it reached in Europe.
In fact, I somehow think that the Anglo-Saxon countries may be 
immune from it. Put it is hoped, it is a pious wish, and if you 
look at Canada, South Africa, even Great Britain, even America, 
you sometimes lose your freedom from fear.

Much has been said and y/ritten about the origin of anti- 
Semitism. I am not going tq detqin you with a longer exposi- 
tion#about what anti-Semitism means and how it came about and 
how it developed. There is vast literature on the subject, and

9
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I an sure 'ou had opportunity of listening to sonc people who 
-re cuite expert on this subject, rut they are expert because 
they read and wrote great deal. They are not expert in the 
sense that they have experienced it on their own back. I did; 
nany of my friends and colleagues did.

I believe' the one fundamental cause— it may seen trivial—  

of anti-Semitism is that the Jew exists. We sort of carr:
German anti-Semitism in our knapsack wherever we go. The growth 
and intensity of anti-Senitisn is proportional to the number of 
Jews, or to the density of the Jews.

V'e are usually told by way of a conpliment by our well- 
meaning friends that the Jews are an excellent leaven for the 
non-Jewish society. ve are told sometimes in a different f o m  
that the Jews are the salt of the earth and they contribute this 
salinity to the non-Jewish society, and apparently the non- 
Jewish society stands in need of a certain quantity of saljfe,
I don't know how much. But ny experience was that it is a sort 
of double-edged compliment, or left-handed compliment, if you 
wish .another expression. One can stand a certain amount of salt 
and if the concentration of salt increases beyond the proportion 
in the soup or in the other rdish which a raan has to eat, down 
goes the soup and the dish with the salt goes down the sink.
That has happened to the Jewish people very often. It has acted 
as salt and then was poured out, poured away.

Now the existence of the Jews in the non-Jewish world is a 
peculiar one. Here is a group of-people. I don't want to use 
names which night produce a controversy in a nation or nationality, 
but let me say a group of people. That is an innocent name which 
covers a multitude of sins. Here is a group of people which has 
lost all the attributes of a nation. It has got no language of 
its own in common, it has got no territory, it has got no forms 
of state, it has got no forms in which it can express itself col
lectively, and still I believe it has maintained its extraordinary
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existence of a sort of ghost nation which is stalking the 
arena of world history. It naintained this existence in face 
of intolerable persecution for thousands of years. It is a sort 
of stiff-neckedness, a belief in something. For the orthodox 
Jews it is a perfectly straightforward affair. He believes 
that he is destined to live through all that and to return to 
P lestine. To the orthodox Jew, not everybody has been given 
the privilege to live by the light of his faith. To the non
orthodox Jew, well, he creates a sort of conpronise, tries to 
explain it away in all sorts of fashions.

You have heard before you evidence of the Jews who said,
"Well, the Jews are not a race, are not a nation, are not a people. 
They are nerely a religion." I don’t want to argue with these 
people, particularly as they are not here, but the curious part 
about the argument of these gentlemen is that they are utterly ir
religious. There is not a single tenet of mosaic law which they 
keep, aid it seems somewhat conical that they appear before you 
as the champions of Jewish religion. However,"they are deprived 
of all the attributes of a real people. They are tryipg to cling 
to sonething which is perhaps ephenereal, but still they have 
not disappeared.

Let Tie, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, introduce one example.
I come from Russia. I was born there; I went to school there;
I left it definitely, more or less, in 1904 when I carle to 
England. Everyone knew that it was quite easy to perform the 
act of conversion, of a possible conversion. In fact, the Jews 
were greatly encouraged by the Russian clergy to do so , and in 
fact you didn’t need even to cone personally. You could send 
your passport and if the passport was christened as a Christian 
passport it was all right. Now this performance on the document 
made a difference in the life of the Jew, between life and death, 
between paradise and hell, and still out of the 6,000,000 Jews 
who were concentrated in Russia there were very, very few conver
sions indeed.

Noy what kept the Jews, in the face of inhuman treatment, in
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in the fr.ee of reparation. Sone mystical force, some belief 
that one day the God of Israel will liberate then and they will 
return, and it is this return which has kept us in one way or 
another, consciously or unconsciously, alive. No wonder that 
the race or nation or people or group living this sort of life 
is subject very often to suspicion, this diser.bodied group of 
people who are stalking the world arena, as I said, and we are 
becoming suspect in the eyes of what you would call normal 
people, and between suspicion and hatred there is only one small 
stop. I believe that to be the origin of anti-Semitism, and I 
f. saying so to English end American gentlemen because I would 
be greatly interested to know that they night ponder over it and 
perhaps find in it the solution of many important phenomena • ■ 

which are perhaps strange to them today.
You have today a picture of a people gathered round the Ark 

of the Covenant waiting for something, hoping, praying, working 
each In its own fashion, each according to its cultural level.
It is all'united by an invisible thread which is very strong. 
After all, it stood the test of many ages.

Veil, leaving this subject and turning to the realities of 
the present position, one asks oneself, "What is the size,of the 
problem which occupies us today?" I know that you have had an 
opportunity of seeing the remnant in Europe; whatever the im
pression the sight has made on you I am not going to inquire.
I believe it would be reasonable to assume that of the million 
and a quarter, or slightly less or slightly more, of Jews in 
Europe— let re say I think I am erring again on the side of 
understatement— let me say 60 percent would like to leave Europe. 
I am sure it is more, but I think 60 percent certainly is not an 
exaggeration. It is inconceivable, as I have always maintained-:- 
I remember a long argument with the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Ft . Eden, who adopted your ordinary formula.
He said, "The war will end and Nazism and Fascism will be beaten 
to a frazzle and all that will disappear and the Jews will be



able to restart a new life in Europe." He did not reckon with 
the virus which has penetrated so • deep into the soul of these 
populations in Europe. Neither did he reckon with the fact that 
he ’"ill find Jewry broken very often in spirit and a great deal 
in the body. It is to assune that a people like the Jews who 
are inured to a great deal of persecution and used to it would 
try and settle down on a soil which is drenched with blood, 
which is crying out to heaven, and it won't be stilled for many, 
nany years to come. This blood of the 6,000,000 people which 
have been murdered, this crying out to heaven is appealing to 
the conscience of Europe and the conscience of the civilized 
world, and to the conscience of America and England, and this 
voice will not be stilled until something happens which would 
give the Jews a certain amount of compensation and retribution 
for what has been perpetrated upon then. To expect that they 
will settle arongst the tombstones of the past and amongst the 
hatred of the present is really asking too much from flesh and 
blood, and they will have to go.

13
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Well, I don’t need to repeat it. It has been told to you over and over 

a fain. There are very few countries that are ready to receive the Jews. Oh, 

yes, our friends in San Domingo might be willing to receive a few Jewish fami

lies. There are other countries of a similar natre, but It isn’t considered 

a practical proposition.

To these Jews of Europe have to be added a few other countries. And the 

Jews in the countries of the Middle East, I don't want to charge the Arabs with 

deliberate anti-Semitic intentions. It- would be historically incorrect and it 

would be unjust if I attempted to do it. But listening to utterances which are 

perhaps being said in polemics or in the heat of controversy, well, one feels 

somewhat uneasy. The pogroms, of course, are not on the same scale r.s the 

pogroms in Europe, but still they are in Baghdad and Tripoli and even in Cairo, 

where I thought the relations between the Jews and Egyptian people were always 

satisfactory. It makes one feel that the Jews might one day become hostile 

in the h^.nds of an Arab majority, I hope it won’t be the cc.se.

As I said, I wouldn't like to do an injustice, but the Moslem World has 

been treating the Jews with considerable tolerance. The Ottoman Empire re

ceived the Jews with open arms when they were driven out of Spain, and the Jews 

should never forget that.

On the other hand, it is no use blinking f-cts that these great humanitarian 

traditions are under the pressures of modern nationalism.

Incidentally, these outbreaks in Tripoli and the other countries teach 

us another lesson, which we are sometimes likely to forget. We are repeatedly 

being told--sometimes by distinguished Arab leaders--"Oh, we can get on very 

well with the old-fashioned Jews. The Jews we don't like are the Jews from 

Moscow, from New York, and from London."

I don't know how the Ar-bs would like it if I would tell them, "Oh, I'm 

delighted to see Arabs from Cairo, but I don't like Ar^bs from Tripoli or 

Morocco."

But these massacres which took place, perhaps to signify it by the name of 

massacre is too much, but in Tripoli it was' perpetrated on the Jews who for 

hundreds of years have lived cheek by jaw with the Ar bs and speak their 

language. They are perfectly innocent of any Zionist tendencies. They don't 

know what it is. Well, the number of these Jews in the Eastern countries
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amounts to about 750,000. Assuming "gain perhaps that 50 per cent of them 

would go, well, you reach a total of something like a million, to which can 

be applied the urgency of the problem.

Then there ore other countries. Take a country like Argentina, with

350,000 Jews. It may break there any day. I hope it won't. But all the

phenomena which precede an attack— a frontal attack— on the life of the

Jewish community, arc today extant in Argentina. The Jewish press has been 
and

for bidden,/only under the pressure of some of our American friends has it been 

partly revived. The Jews >re uneasy in Argentina. There may be other 

countries, but I don't want to go into it any longer.

The urgent problem applies to the immediate, but it is no use blinking 

the fact that it con nev r happen to us. I spent a good deal of time in 

Germany in the year 1931- The Jews of Germany were a powerful group, whih 

made an extraordinary contribution to the common stock in Germany— in fact, 

a contribution far beyond the normal. I visited certain scientific institu

tions in Germany, like perhaps many of you— it isn't unknown— such as, for 

instance, Kaiser Wilhelm Institute, which had a very dense Jewish scientific 

population, and I warned them that this won't hold water for a long time. But 

I was dismissed as an alarmist. I remember Professor Haber * who wn,s the 

Head of the Institute, telling me "That is all your Zionist bias." I had to 

receive Haber in 1933, as a broken man, deprived from everything. It came 

f like a tidal wave overnight, and German Jewry is no more.

But the problem is not merely a refugee problem, and I would be sorry 

if under the pressures of this bitter refugee problem, the other aspect would 

be lost sight of. Those statesmen who were responsible for the Mandate 

and for the Balfour Declaration were not dreamers. They were perhaps amotg 

the finest statesmen of that period. Mr. Churchill, Mr. Lloyd George, Clemency, 

President Wilson— all those who took part in the framing of this policy— they 

reckoned with this peculiar position of the Jews, which I h«ve tried to |aLnt 

a picture to you, and I'm afradd, much too inadequately. They realized that 

the Jews have a right to collective self-expression, like"5everybody else—  

that the existence of a national home, if and when it is established and well 

founded, would give poise and satisfaction and would render-the Jew less un

stable, even in the countries where he enjoys equality of treatment. He
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would feel collectively that he has found self-expression in Palestine. They 

also realize that Palestine appeals powerfully to the Jews because there was 

. on unbroken connection between the Jews and Palestine— unbroken for thousands 

of years, not only in the moral and religious sense, but literally physical. 

With the exception of one or two periods--the period of the Crusades where the 

Jews were more or less wiped out, and the subsequent Mongol Invasion of Pales

tine— there were always Jewish communities in Palestine and a certain amount 

of Jewish agriculture in Galilee, These communities were not sterile; they 

were communities with a very considerable intellectual activity, which spread 

far beyond the confines of Palestine. And whenover there was the faintest 

possibility of going back, there was a movement, a literal physical movement, 

facing great difficulties.

There was a movement from Spain, a movement from Turkey, a movement from 

Germany, from Poland, from England— always ships were carrying pilgrims to 

Palestine to come to settle there, to live there, sometimes to die there,' and 

to tench the word of God, which spread far beyond the frontiers of Palestine.

This was realized and this was taken into account and this was embodied 

in the Mandate for Palestine. The words "historical connection" were not merely 

empty words or merely represented a sort of vague sentimentality. Those con

nections which shaped the destiny of tho Jews throughout their long chequered 

history cost them an enormous amount of suffering. They were a people non

conforming with the two great branches of religion which sprang out of its own 

midst, and because of this non-conformity, it has taken upon itself the burden 

of untold martyrdom.

It would h*ve looked absurd in our own eyes and in the eyes of every 

well-thinking Gentile if our relation to Palestine would be different from 

what it is. No wonder, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, that the British states

men realized after all, the Balfour Declaration was merely one important fact 

in the whole chain of events which preceded the Balfour Declaration for 300 

years. British divines, British statesmen, and British statesmen have always 

been thinking and writing about the return of the Jews to Palestine, and this 

is why Palestine plays such a central part today in our life, and this is why 

we have, unfortunately, to occupy you with it at such length.

Well, it may interest you that In a handbook published, if you please,
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by the Foreign Office', which can be suspected today of particular Zionist pro

clivity, in 1 9 2 #, there is the following statement:

"The Zionism of the Bible is far anterior to the exile of Israel— even

the first exile. It dates back to the pre-historic days of Israel in Egypt, 
and Moses was the first Zionist,"

This w-.s p statement not by Zionists but by the Handbook oublished by the 

British Foreign Office in 1920, and it is still realized even today by English

men. I have only got to remind you of a recent speech of ex-Colonial Secretary, 

ColonelStanley who said, and I don't want to quote him in full, his contact 

with Palestine affairs made him realize what profound feeling lies in Jewry for 

Palestine, and it is perfectly useless, recording to him, to offer the Jews 

a substitute for Palestine, like British Guiana, or any other country. They 

are always dealing with countries which are either too hot or too cold. There 

w^s never a country offered to us with a moderate climate. Such a country 

doesn't exist for Jews.

This is the sense of the preamble of the Mandats, and this is the sense of 

all our struggle today.

Perhaps this has been brought to the attention of the Commission, aril.if 

it has, perhaps the Board would be kind enough to stop me— I don't want to 

Waste your time— but all I want to say is there have been attempts to settle 

Jews in other places. One of the most interesting attempts was the settlement 

in Argentina, which was done under the best possible auspices by people who are 

great leaders In Jewry, who had the good will of the people and who had a con

siderable amount of funds at their disposal. They went to Argentina. There 

was no trouble there; there was no population which resented the entry of these 

settlers to Argentina in vast quantities at a very moderate price and not like 

here where we have to buy the land and pay through the nose. But there, all 

the physical conditions were excellent. The colonization of Argentina began 

more or less at the same time as the colonization.of our work in Palestine, 

where we had a Turkish Regime; we had no experience; no guidanoe. In fact, 

rich and powerful and influential Jews looked upon us as daydreamers or crazy 

people who were going into a derelict country and they would certainly perish.

After 55 or 60 years of work in Argentina and Pilestine, if you compare the 

two, with the one here there is a civilization, a langu-.go, a culture, a
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literature, which represents a new way of life, perhaps an interesting way 

of life, which will be not without interest to countries outside Palestine, 

as witnessed by a great many of those who had the opportunity to observe. I 

hope and pray that you gentlemen, in spite of your great pre-occupation, may 

find tipe to hoye a good look at what we are doing on the land— tho mode of 

life— social conditions--the kind of people--the way they hold themselves-- 

the way they look into God's sun, into the eyes of free men. They lost all 

of the stamp of the ghetto which their parents brought with them. Look at 

the children in our schools; look at the playgrounds and see how they be

have and what they do, and you will see there is a new lifo sprouting out of 

this soil of Palestine. .

In Argentina, there are a few villages, . They speak something which is 

a cross tetween Yiddish and Argentine-Spanish. The children have gone to t own- 

gone to Bumos Aires, where they indulge in tho usual professions— doctors, 

lawyers, dentists, chimney sweeps, traders--but not associated with the basic 

performance which makes a nation. I won't speak about Birobdjan , which was 

attempted as sort of a Jewish Republic under the auspices of the Mighty Power. 

It is practically non-existent today.

The fact is, and I would like to draw the attention of you, sir, and the 

Committee, to the fact that'Palestine is in essence, in principle, a commu

nity fundamentally different from any other community which you might observe 

in the world.

Let me take the greatest community— and I speak of this community with 

the greatest possible respect, not only of the community but of the country 

in which this community has been built up— in America. It is powerful; it's 

life doesn't suffer from a considersbio amount of persecution, but there is 

a certain discrimination occasionally. .1 know when I was sick in America 

two years ago and I wanted to find a hotel where I could rest and be outside 

the big cities, I couldn't find it because I was told it was restricted.

What does the word "restricted" mdan? I learned only afterwards. Men of 

my creed cannot go into such places. Well, that may be a minor matter in 

comparison, but that happened. It is disturbing and one doesn't like it.

Any man who is proud of his community and proud of the country in which he
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lives doesn't want to be faced by a hotel manager who apologetically offers 

his hand and says "Of course, there are certain Jers we would gladly receive, 

but on the whole wo are rather restricted,"

The Jews came to America mostly in the period between 1880 and 1914 > when 

America was more or less bnilt up, when the fundamental factors of American 

life, both economic, intellectual, and cultural, were established. All the 

Jews had to do was to adapt themselves to a life which had been built up by 

somebody else,.

The history of the Jews in America is, to a considerable extent, a history 

of adaptation, of adjustment, which has, on the whole, been carried successfully—  

thanks to the tolerance of the American peoplej thanks to the abundance of 

the American nation, that there is onough to go around and they needn't be

grudge the poor immigrant, But the Jews ;.ro concentrated in the big towns, 

chiefly in professions which are not associated with the basic performance 

of American life. They are not associated with American agriculture, with 

America's great industries, iron, coal, railways, harbors, shipping, Thero 

may be some Jews who are great shareholders in some great concerns, but I 

mean the building upj I mean the creation of all these enormous values which 

have made modern America a powerful and great and free race.-

We h've produced enormous qu?ntities of doctors and lawyers and a super

abundance of the free professions. It sticks out yards. All these profes

sions are needed in American society* but here it is different. They came to 

a country where there was nothing. It was derelict. It was neglected. It 

wns an ancient country which has fallen on bad days. It was covered with 

marshes and sands. And we have tried our best with our brain and effort and 

industry and money and our hands to create everything. And everything you 

will see in the National Home, whether it is a modest stable in a village 

somewhere in Galilee or whether it is a university on Mount Scopus, has been 

built, directed, and created by Jewish hands. We hove created it, and our 

children and our children's children speak of it as their creation, and they 

are proud of it. And if I may say so, v/ith respect to my Arab friends and 

opponents, it has been done without turning much of a hair on the Arab head.

This is why Palestine occupies such a central part.
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Lord Samuel wp.b Justified in saying in the House of Lords, I think it 
was, that there is only one country to which most of the refugees are eager 

to go and only one country which is eager to receive them.

When a refugee today comes to Palestine on a leaky boat* taking a very 

long time for his journey and undergoing a considerable amount of hardship 

until he reaches the shore, when he comes in the neighborhood of the Palestine 

Coast, he meets a British destroyer, who is anxious to have a good look at 

the boat. And when he lands on the beach,- he meets British soldiers who ere 

again anxious to see that, if possible, they shouldn*t land,- although I am not 

unmindful of the forebeamnee which some authorities have shown in this re

spect. With all of these difficulties which those poor immigrants are going 

through, after having escaped from the Jaws of death, they are ready to accept 

them and stand them, because this leaky boat on which this boy and girl 

travels is their Mayflower. It is the Mayflower of the whole generation of 

young Jews eagor to reach these shores.-

Well.,. I hrve tried to explain the size of the problem,- and I am afraid 

that h^s been long, but then there is the question of how many Jews con be 

absorbed in this country. Some p e  may say it is all very well what you 

say, but there are laws of physics and chemistry which you cannot destroy, 

even with all the enthusiasm and all the ideals.-

I happen to be a chemist myself and feel very strongly about this. The 

question of absorptive capacity is one fundamental question which I am sure 

will occupy you and us, as it has occupied us in the last 25 or 30 years, since 

we have been in this world. I shall not go into detail because my friends 

who deal with the economic problems will probnbly have an opportunity to speak 

to you about it, but I am reliably informed by men in whom I have the absolute 

confidence— some of them are my trusted colleagues with whom I have been 

working up to now over more than a generation and some of them are Gentiles—  

who have looked at our country and who h~ve gone through it, who I think are 

unbiased and honest observers who would not mislead us, and they tell us that 

if the country is developed to a greater extent than hitherto and developed 

to the utmost and the rain waters and the waters of the rivers are utilized to 

the fullest extent, they tell me there would be room for many hundred thousand. 

Some of them have named a figure of something like 900,000. • As Lord Samuel
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pointed out, there seems to bo room for a population double or triple the 

present population of Palestine without— and I would like to emphasize it—  

without turning n hair on the prosont population of the Jews or Arabs and 
without thinking of displacing anybody.

We have been repeatedly charged by sometimes well-wishers and sometimes 

detractors that we want to displace the Arab population. I would like to say 

far be it from us. Since the time I h-d the honor of standing at the head of 

the movement whioh I h»ve the honor to represent before you today, I have been 

anxious— more than anxious— and have utilized every occasion and so have many 
of my colleagues to get in touch with the Arpbs and speak to them and try to 

explain the difficulties— their difficulties and our difficulties— and come to 
some terras.

Something has happened— and I don’t want to go into detail— which has 

made it impossible, but we have gone through many trials and tribulations.
We tell you quite frankly, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, we have not given up 
hope. It will come one day.

As I said, you can see the testimony of a man like Sir Robert Walker about 

our colonization and our mode of life, and you can see the testimony of un
biased observers like Lowdermilk and like Mr. Savage, so I think we may safely 

say there is room to go on for a long time until the saturation point is 

reached— certainly room for this number which I have named in my statement.

Doubts are sometimes expressed about the possibilities of industrial 

development in Palestine. They are sometimes accompanied by the statement, 
which is in some Cases quite true and in some cases maybe a onso of wishful 
thinking, that these industrial progresses which h*ve taken pi-co during the 

war will soon subsidize and Palestine will be open to competition with Ameri

can and British goods streaming into the country and will gradually displace 

the goods which we are creating end manufacturing here and therefore cause a 

crisis. I don't doubt for one single moment that we shall hr.ve to face a 

crisis in the transition from tho war economy,to which Palestine was subjected 

as much as any other country, to a pence economy. I have no doubt that Jewish 

initiative and Jewish adaptability and enthusiasm and knowledge will help them 

to face this crisis. Some industries which are not sound may disappear;
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others may come in their stead; but on the whole, this industrial development 

of Palestine, which has set in during the war and before the war, will go 

on, in spite of a crisis and suffering.

It has been said that Palestine has got no raw materials of any im

portance on which to base an industry. It is, to some extent, true. But I 

would like to call your attention to a country like Switzerland, which has no 

raw materials at all, which has no harbor, which has to go through frontiers 

on all sides in order to Cn.rry its goods, and still Switzerland today can 

boast of a magnificent industry in chemical and heavy fields, the textile in

dustry, agriculture, milk, cheese, chocolate, and many other things. And I 

am not saying the tourist industry, but I believe there is one imrortant raw 
material in Switzerland,
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That is the nature of the people. It is a hard-worked, well-disciplined, well- 

trained race, which has built up a magnificent country, a great democracy though 

small in numbers, which has stood the test of a war In its neutrality and its 

characterisation,up to the snow-line. I believe that some similarities are to be 

found in our people, and therefore I believe that sooner or later we shall 

est blish our industry on a safe basis. Palestine offers certain advantages.

The Dead Sea is a tremendous reservoir of raw material. Palestine has a good 

coast-line; it is not land-locked. Of course we are today land-locked by 

the Arab boycott. Well, it will pass, as many other troubles to which the 

Jews have been subjected have passed. I therefore think that both in 

agriculture and industry we have a right to rely on methods to absorb people.

But there is one thing which I would like to add before I leave this subject.

The power of absorption or absorptive capacity does not grow on the trees in 

Palestine; it is not to be found in the streets or on the hills. It has to 

be developed; it requires initiative, ingenuity, enthusiasm, effort, willing

ness to try things and even to fail and try again, and that can only be done 

if we have the right. It cannot be done vicariously, it cannot be done by 

somebody for us, even if the somebody were as enthusiastic as we would like 

them to be. This enthusiasm was not noticeable to any great extent five 

years ago, but what I contend chiefly is that this development of the 

country, of the land, of the natural resources, whatever they may be, and 

of the industrial possibilities, can be done by those for whom this develop

ment means a question of life and death, and in this case that is our only 

concern.

I would like in passing to say that we are sometimes accused by our 

Arab friends that we have got hold of the best land in Palestine, that you can 

go round the coast and see the flourishing villages of the Jews, and the 

Jews are so easily credited with this sort of thing, that we have captured 

the best lands of Palestine, leaving only the poor lands and the hills to 

the Arabs. Well, there is nothing more false than that accusation.

It has become the best of land, but it has been marsh, and it has been - 

sand, and it has been covered with rocks and with stones, and we have had 

to clean, to drain, to nurture and to build it up. Along with that building 

up we had the building up of the Jew to the soil; changing him from an urban
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inhabitant into a man who is attached to the soil. We had to build up the 

soil at the same time; and in this process of building up all those we are 

regenerated, and the land which we have now was derelict, it is true, 25 or 

30 j^ears ago. Anybody who passed through the Valley of Esdraelon 25 years 

ago, as I did, would be surprised to have been present at the foundation of 

the first village in the same Valley which it is true in ancient times was 

the Garden of Eden. I remember very well when we triod to found the first 

colony that the Jewish doctors from Haifa and the surrounding areas came to 

us and said, !,What do you mean by putting our young men into a deadly marsh 

:'here they will die from fever and other diseases?”. Well, they did not all 

die; some of them did, but we have drained this marsh and today the incidence 

of malaria in the Valley of Esdraelon, as the American Commission or the 

Commission of the League of Nations would testify, is infinitesimally small. 

But, as I say, it can go on provided we have the right to do it. To 

illustrate what I mean, it does not mean, I would like to disabuse the 

Committee from the idea that here is a veiled accusation that the Adminis

tration of ~ Palestine did not encourage all our activities in the same 

degree as I would have liked. I am very far today from any recriminations.

I am sure the Administration will have plenty of time to speak for itself, 

and I am sure it can defend its own interest extremely well, but what I do 

say is that it is not the only interested party, or a party interested to 

such an extent as we are. To us it is not merely just an agricultural 

or industrial ..enterprise. To us it is a question of life and death.

Only we could ever have achieved this progress at the heavy cost of material 

and moral effort. I remember in 1929 there was the usual thing, there was 

an outbreak in Palestine. Immigration was stopped, and I went to the then 

Colonial Secretary who was Mr. Passfield, now Lord Passfield, and I tried 

to talk to him and he listened to me pitifully, and looked pitifully at me, 

saying, “Here is a fellow who is on the. wrong road; he thinks in terms of 

day- dr earning”, and he said at the end of my talk, ”Dr. Weizmann, there is 

no room to swing a cat in Palestine. It is full. It is taken. Nobody can 

enter. What is the good of asking me for. immigration certificates?"

That was in 1929. I wish you would count up not only the number of cats 

which have been swung since that time> but the number of immigrants coming,
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the number of villages which have been created, the number of industries 

which have been created, whether the country has been impoverished or just 

tho opposite; whether it is so blocked and choc-a-bloc that there is no 

room for anybody to enter. I wish you would come and see for yourselves, and 

romeraber that in 1929 Lord Passfield, a distinguished economist, a great 

statistician , told me - I remember the date. I have written it in ray note

book, "Dr. Weizmann, thero is no room to swing a cat in Palestine”. I said, 

"Please, you have only to displace a great many Arab people”. Tho total number 

of displaced Arabs, if they have been displaced by us, is negligible. You 

have seen it in the Royal Commission's Report. I do not want to waste your 

time arguing this point, which has been at present disposed of. It was one 

of the legends with which we had to deal for a long time. Happily the Royal 

Commission has disposed of this legend. I would like equally to dispose of 

the legend - I think it has been disposed of - created by Lord Passfield , 

then Mr. Passfield, that there is no room to swing a cat in Palestine.

Now I am coming to this point and I hope to finish soon. I am sorry

to date in you for so long, but it is a complex subject, as you may have

gathered since you have been appointed to this difficult task. I have been
thestanding at the head of /movement in its present1 form practically since 

its inception. It was my privilege to negotiate the Balfour Declaration.

I was elected to the Presidency of the Zionist Organisation and the Jewish 

Agency when it was established - I do not remember the date, I think it was 

in 1920 - and except for an interruption of four years I have tried since 

then to conduct their affairs, and I would like to say that I have witnessed 

the gradual whittling down of the Mandate and of the obligation under the 

Balfour Declaration. I was Always an adherent, an ardent adherent, of 

gradualness in our policy. I was fearing too quick an attempt, and I was 

finding mysolf very often at variance with ray own colleagues. In fact I 

mentioned to you that with the exception of four years I was: continuously 

in office. For these four years I was turned out of office beoause I found 

myself in disagreement on the tempo, and on tho desire of my friends - a very 

legitimate desire which I could understand - the desire of my friends to 

fix the end of our Zionist policy. "Where are we going to fix our final aims?" 

I was against it, perhaps I was so imbued already with the British mentality
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which does not cross bridges until it has reached thorn. I had to oppose thie 

sort of idea to fix the final aim of the Movement, the final aim, of course, 

being the JoiTish State. I maintained the thesis that as long as we can 

colonise, sometimes slowly, sometimes more quickly, as long as we can bring 

Jews into Palestine, then the National Home will, automatically develop 

eventually into a Jewish State. It is no use pressing this subject beyond 

certain limits, but since 1931 the position has changed. First of all, as I 

said.. I witnessed the gradual whittling down of our rights in Palestine, and 

this whittling dorm culminated in the White Paper which really, with the 

exception of 75,COO immigrants, put a stop to the National Home: in fact the 

British Government tried indeed in the White Paper what I, against the will 

of my colleagues and friends, tried to prevent. I always preached to them,

"Do not formulate future aims3 let time take care of itself". The British 

Government, in the White Paper of 1939, laid down once and for all that the 

Jews in future>. until the end of the days, are to remain a minority of one- 

third, or whatever it may be, in Palestine. They did what in my opinion, and 

as I said to my friends, British people would never do; they do not like to 

give too many hosta es to the future. They are empiricists, and they like to 

see how a thing works out, while I,, apparently, was more Papist than the Pope. 

This was one of the reasons, this gradual whittling down, which culminated in 

the White Paper, which placed urgent problems of survival before us; not merely 

of salvaging out but of survival. My brain reels when I think of six million 

people being killed off in a comparatively short time, and if nothing is done, 

of what can humanly be done, to prevent a repetition of such a tragedy, then 1  

fear for the survival of the Jews. We are an ancient race, we have survived 

thousands of years, we have made a substantial contribution to the treasury 

of human thought and human civilisation. These people have a right to live, 

they havo a right to survive, they have a right to survive in normal conditions. 

Thoy are as good as anybody olse or as bad as anybody else. This prompted me - 

I think on the side of the conduct of our affairs - to say that the Jewish State 

is the only guarantee of survival. It is not an absolute guarantee, such 

things do not exist in the world, and that is why in 1942, during the war, I 

published an article in "Foreign Affairs" in America, advocating a Jewish State.
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Thoro were other reasons, but perhaps I will leave them for the time being.

I may have an opportunity later of supplementing what I have said in tho 

course of cross-examination. I will perhaps come back to it again, but at 

present these tw»(reasons are enough, and I feel wo have a right to say that 

because I beIneve the position of the Jews as a minority in a predominantly 

Arab Palestine would be a parlous one. Again I do not want to labour this 

point too much, I do not want to bo offensive to the Arabs, but the experience 

of minorities in Arab countries has not been a glorious one, and I fear that 

tho statements of some of the Arab leaders which have only recently been given 

to the country arc not particularly happy. For instance, one said, "There are 

already too many Jews in Palestine". Another said, "Why don't the Palestinian 

Jews join their brethren in Europe?". I do not know whether they meant they 

should join them in the cemetries or in the concentration camps, I do not know 

what they meant, but they certainly did not make a particularly inviting 

statement.

What, then, do we ask today from you gentlemen, and from the Governments 

which you represent? Wo ask, first of all, for the abolition of the White 

Paper. Wo think it is an intolerable document which has no basis in equity 

or in law. It is a unilateral performance of a Government in England, the 

Chamberlain Government, at the time when he was going to Munich and to 

Berchtp&gaden. It is an attempt to appease on the model of the Hitler 

appeasement. Neither did we agree, we did not give our consent, nor did 

the League of Nations agree to it. In fact the White Paper has met with 

considerable opposition, as we know, in the British Parliament, and one of 

the most distinguished opponents was Mr. Winston Churchill. He asked for the 

abolition of this paper and the restitution of our rights under tho Mandate, 

the rights of immigration in conformity with absorptive capacity and rights 

of acquisition of land. I shall not go into this difficulty which has been 

caused to us, in only being allowed to acquire land of something like five 

per cent, of Palestine. It is a unique fact in tho annals of the British 

Empire. It is the only country in the world under the British flag where we 

are Jews, where we are confined more or less to a ghetto; we are not allowed 

free movement and free settlement on the land. After all we have done in the 

country, after all the commitments which have been made to us by all the
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civilised nations of tho world, it seems an impossible thing, oven in these 

times 'Then there are a great many commitments. We shall need an Administration 

which is in sympathy with the aim of an eventual upbuilding of the Jewish State, 

and what Till be done in the transitory period - whether by way of immigration, 

or by way of acquisition of land, or by way of development of the country, 

the hydro-electric development, tho irrigation development - should be 

canalised towards the aim of eventually becoming a Jewish State.

Now I know that I have touched at present on tho most difficult problem; 

in saying that all wo shall do in tho transitory period is merely a moans to 

an end, the ond being tho Jewish State. I know that at the beginning of this 

great experiment, with which I had a considerable amount to do, we were told 

by those who initiated this experiment, by those who prc^P^0^ ’ it, "Well, wo 

will call it a National Homo, It is a somewhat vague term but if you Jews 

use tho opportunity which is offered to you it will eventually become a 

Jewish State". That was said to me repeatedly, that was repeated only 

recently by great British statesmen. Tiy, only last year, when I came out to 

this country after the war. I saw the Prime Minister, thon Mr. Churchill, and 

ho said, "As soon as the German war is ovor I will put my hand to it. Go.

Go in poaco to Palestine. Seo what is happening. There is nothing which 

Mr. Roosevelt and myself could not do". I came to this country in a very 

terrible time, it was after the assassination of Lord Moyne, which I deplore, 

which I resent, and from which I would like to dissociate myself and ray 

colleagues. I hate political violence. I am uncompromisingly against it.

It con only do us harm; it can never do us any good, and whatever is in my 

power to stop it - I do not know what I can do - should be done and will be 

done, but the German war is finished, the Japanese war is finishod, but 

unfortunately Mr. Roosevelt diod before his time and Mr. Churchill went out 

of office; a now Government came in, a Government which is committed up to 

the neck in most generous promises to the Jews, to the Zionists; promises made 

on their own initiative, certainly not inspired by us. In fact once or twice 

when I got to know about the sort of resolution which the Labour Conference 

was intending - of which I am not a member, I do not bolong to tho Labour 

Party - which the Labour Conference was intending to pass, I had to go down 

on my knees and ask them to modify and moderate it, and it is all that, all



-29-
of these promises, not by just anybody but by responsible British leaders 
and statesmen, and American leaders and statesmen. The White Paper stands.
Wo are still illegal immigrants in coming here, and we are hunted out if wo 
come; and we have no free movement in this country.

Now, whatever I am going to say in the next two sentences I beg of you, 
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, do not take it as if I condoned the things which 
are happening here. I resent them. I hate them. I will fight them, and if 
I have the slightest possibility, whatever influence I still carry in this 
country will be in favour of stopping them, but I cannot help understanding 
the reasons why those young men are driven to despair. They have lost faith 
in humanity in the war. Why, if I talk to a young men he asks me, nWhy is not 
my father allowed to come? Why has he not been allowed during the war? If he 
had perhaps he would be alive today.'1 I have no answer, and we stand before 
them as people who have failed them in the sacred task which they have 
entrusted to our hands, and our influence is therefore very very small.
I recognise quite fully that what I ask for will meet w:*th considerable 
opposition on the part of the Arabs, and I know there may be Arabs present, 
opponents or friends or whatever they are5 I think probably opponents, 
but there is no counsel of perfection in this world, and there is no absolute 
justice in this world. What you are trying to perform, and what we are all 
trying in our small way to do is just rough human justice, and I think the 
decision which I would like this Committee to take, if I dare to say this, 
would be to move on the line of the least injustice, and injustice there is 
going to be, and if you weigh up #n the one hand how the Arabs have emerged 
out of this war - I do not begrudge it them - they have emerged with so many 
kingdoms, at any rate two kingdoms, four republics3 they will have six seats 
in U.N.O., one seat in the Security Council. To speak quite frankly, which 
may be forgiven, and at my age it may be permitted to be frank, I do not know 
if it is commensurate, what the Arabs have made during this war. What is tho 
number of their casualties? Have they suffered so much? If you compare 

it with our sufferings, with our casualties, with our contribution, you will 
find a great deal about it in the memorandum of the Jewish Agency, I say there 
may be some slight injustice politically if Palestine is made a Jewish State, 
but individually the Arabs will not suffer. They have not suffered hitherto.
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affected* not because v/o aro so good - perhaps something may be said for the

character of tho Jew who has gone through hell for thousands of years, and
it would stultify his own history if ^hen he gets his slight chance ho starts
porsocuting the Arabs. We know rhat it is to be a minority, wo know it only

too well, but there is something quite different. Tho Arabs have a perfect
guarantee, whatever Palestine nay bo, it will only be an island in an Arab

sea, and tho Arabs will not need to appeal or to have separate guarantees
inserted in the Treaties; the more weight of their existence in organised
Statos would prevent any Jew from doing them injustice even if he wanted to,
and I am sure he does not want to. The position of the Arabs as a people is
secure. Their national sentiments can find full expression, in Damascus, and
in Cairo, and in Baghdad, and in all'the great countries which will, I hope,
some day build up an Arab civilisation which will equal the ancJent glories

to the Jews
of these people. Palestine is/what Baghdad, Cairo and Damascus all rolled 
together are to the Arabs, and I think the line of least injustice demands 

that wo should givo them their chance, which, when carried out, will, I am 

sure, eventually lead to an understanding and to harmony between these two 

races, which are, after all, akin.
I am trying to curtail what I have to say. I would only like to remind 

y o u .....
MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: I am sure, Dr. Ueizmann, we would not like you 

to curtail it at all, on our part.
A. I think I had better do so. I would rather like you to have the 

opportunity of asking questions. I am sorry I have to bo slow .....

Q. No, we realise you know more about this subject than anyone else 

probably, and we are most anxious to hear all you have to say, and that you 

should not be hurried.

A* Thank you very much It is very kind of you, but I do not think I 

shall abuse your kina permission. I would like to conclude by quoting my 

own statement before the Royal Commission. I said in 1937? 11 Today, if you 

look at the picture in Central Europe, there are .six million Jews penned up 

in a comparatively limited space „ The space is limited for one particular 

reason, although it may be geographically covering quite a number of square
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01 RESUMPTION.

Jy-IIC" rINGL'.'fOK. : Dr.Woizmann, t^ere are just •: few questions
giustions on one particular subject I desire to pvt to you. I hope 
I shall not trouble -or itb sny| The most desirable thine-of all,
I t..ke it you would agree, is peace bet-vson -be Jews and the 
Arabs, an understanding; is tha; right?

A. Absolutely.
Q . I gathered from "hat vru pair this morning that you had 

only comparatively recently decl:red yourself as in favour of a 
Jewish State or Commonwealth; is that so?

A. Yes, emphasising it more than I did or the Movement did 
in previous years.

Q. It is upon that side of the c.-ae or that aspect of the 
case that I wish to address a few questions to you, and I do it 
from this point qf view] There are two rain problems for 
conei- ration. The first p rhaps, —hat is to become of the 
persecuted Jews in Europe, and the second, t is to be the 
future of Palestine, Do you appreciate - I am "are vou must - 
that the raising of the question of ' | a Jewish State vis-a-vis 
the Ar; b may make the dealing with the persecuted Jews in Europe 
the mors difficult today?

A. Well, Sir, it may, I do not know. I would put the answer 
in a negative way.. I do not think it makes all this difference 
which you attach to it, Sir. With all respect,I am saying that 
because experience has shown that in the previous years long 
before the question of the Jewish S 'ate was underlined and under
scored as much as is being done now, the Arabs opposed our work 
almost with the same vehemence and with the same violence. There 
was only one moment, one short period, when I really hoped and 
believed that we could cons to an understanding.

Q. When was that?
A. That was in the early stages during the life of King 

Feisal. As ,rou perhaps knovv, I had an agreement between Emir 
Faisal subsequently King Qf Ir.k 111 myself, myself as 
representin' the oracni'ation. ..hat agreement accepted, a full 
Zionist programme for Palestine.
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Q. I ho,be' I understood ou his morning correctly in that 

Trhich I thought you said, that you ere still hopeful?
A. I am.
Q. What struck me about the memorandum prepared by the

Jeivish Agency "Tas a sentence towards the end of it. I will read
it; it is -uit? short: .

"The Jewish Agency has worked; out plans for the 
absorption over a relatively "hort period of years 
of the first one million Jews. Once a Jewish majority 
has been created the Jewish State will have been 
effectively established",

so that the idea of the Jewish Agency is to establish a Jewish 
State by putting a large number of Jews in in a short space of 
time. What I sought to convey to you was, that if that is the 
idea it must cause more feeling on the part of the Arabs if one 
put in some from Europe now; you see what I mean?

A. I see "hat you mean, Sir, certa: nly. I daresay it may. I 
daresay it may. I would like the next witness bo deal with it; 
he is more entitled to do so, but you are not asking me the 
economic side, you are askin' me about the moral and political 
ride.

Q. About the general principle; that is all I propose to ask 
you upon.

A. But let me answer that as briefly as I can. Of course, 
you cannot make an omelette without breaking some eggs, and 
the bringing over of a million Jews, I do not know wirat is meant 
by a short time, it may be ten years, it may be fifteen years, 
it may be less, it may be more; it depends upon so many factors 
which none of us can determine today, but the fact is that 
those Jews will have to come to Palestine sooner or later, 
unless you definitely forbid it, and I believe sooner or' later 
the Arabs will convince themselves that whct they lose in 
impaired political independence in Palestine will be largely 
compensated by what they might gain in other respects. I do 
not know, I am sure it does not appeal in the slightest degree 
to my Arab friends now. I am sure they will be uncompromisingly 
opposed to it.



Q. I imagine so from ,rrhat we have heard already.
A, I have heard thjir statements, but after all, gentlemen, 

it is for you to say to the Arabs, I am repeating this because 
I told it to the late Mr .Roosevelt and to Mr .Churchill, I said 
to them the one little speech which should have been made to the 
Arabs has never been made. What the United Nations can say to the 
Arabs is this <- gentlemen, whatever you have got out of the last 
wat, you bwe to our arms and to our sacrifices; whatever you have 
got out of this war,. you equally owe to us. It would have been 
otherwise if Hitler had won the vrar. I am not saying the Jewish 
contribution in this war has. been anything in comparison with 
yours, it would be immodest on my part if I underscored it too 
much, though we have done something. Whatever the Arabs have 
got, and again I do not begrudge it to them, may God bless their 
work, they owe to the efforts of the Allied and Associated Powers 
in the first war and to the Allies in the second. Surely to 
goodness, if the Allied Powers found it just to give what Mr. 
Balfour called this "little much" for the Jews to live there as 
a nation, they have a right to expect the Arabs to accept it.
This has not been done; if it had been done at the beginning I 
think we all, including the Arabs, would have been saved a great 
deal of trouble. I do not know whether trouble more or less will 
ensue from a firm and definite policy, but so far this experiment 
of the firm and definite policy has never been made. It KBts 
apology, vacillation. It was a sort of Catholic procession, one 
step forward, two back.

Q, I do not propose to discuss 'ith you the part played by 
anyone in either war. I merely wanted to get your views on the 
question of the Jewish State. In 1917, before the Balfour 
Declaration there was some question as to whether there should
be a Jewish State, protectorate or a national home, I gather. ---

A, Yes, Sir.
Q . I read only lately in a book published not very long ago 

of what took place in bctober, if I could read you a short 
passage:

"By October 1917 when Allenby's army was standing 
before Jerusalem the Cabinet was ready to reach its
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decision. In place of making Pal stine a Jewish State 
the idea was taking shape of establishing a Jewish 
national home in Palestine. A pronouncement in that 
sense was drafted, I believe, by the hand of Lord 
Milner and was sent to several leading members of the 
Jewish community for an expression of their views, 
but opinions were divided".

I need not read how they "'ere divided, but I find this follows
at the end of the paragraph:

"In addition the two spokesmen of the Zionists, Dr. 
Weizmann and Mr.Sokolov accepted the proposal with 
profound pleasure and satisfaction. They did not raise 
the question of a Jewish State",

The national home was accepted, do you follow?
A. That is right.
Q. And the Jewish State not raised at that time by the spokesmen 

of the Zionists,
A. Do you want me to answer that in one sentence?
Q . Please do.
A. What we did do, if I.may say so, I think it was quite wise 

to accept the thing as it was there offered and hops that if we 
made full use of the opportunity the natural evolution of the 
national home, as it then was in the minds of the statesmen, would 
be a Jewish State.

Q. I observe in another book which I daresay you are familiar 
with, Sir Ronald Storrs' book, a reference to th" visit of the 
Zionist Commission tc Jerusalem in parts of 1918.

A. I remember that quite well.
Q, And the author says:

"Dr.Weizmann then produced an eloquent exposition of 
the Zionist creed. The Jews had never renounced their 
rights to Palestine. They were brother Semites, not 
so much coming as returning to the country. There was 
room for both to work side by side. Let his hearers 
beware the treacherous insinuations that Zionists 
were seeking political power. Rather let both progress 
together until they were ready for a Joint autonomy.! 
Zionists were following with the deepest sympathy the 
struggles of Arnjis and Armenians for that freedom which 
all three could mutually assist each other to regain".

He concluded:
"The hand of God now lies heavy on the peoples of Europe.

Let us unite in prayer that it may lighten".
Does that adequately represent what you said?



A. It is absolutely correct; I said it.
Q. I felt sure v^u would agree.
A. And I st^ll adhere '.to it.
Q. "Let his hearers beware the treacherous insinuations that 

Zionists were seeking political powor".
A. Yos.
Q . A change has come, that is right, is it not?
A. Sir, I do not know whether what re are seeking means 

political power in the sense say of vhat the Nazis meant as 
political power, a great imp rial power. I am not interested in 
the trappings of a State. I am interested in the absolute 
possibility to develop the oountry to its utmost, and if I may 
say so, I believe for the benefit i .of both races’, and
this development can onlytake place if we have what we call State 
powers. May I say one last thing on this question of political 
power which I am afraid is being bandied about. The Socialist 
Government in England cannot be suspected of desiring political 
power for the sake of political power. They want to organise the 
country of England to the best of th~ir light for the benefit, 
the maximum benefit of the maximum number of people, and they came 
'to the. conclusion they eould only do it if they control the 
political machine, otherwise they are powerless to do it. This 
is not a desire for political power in order to oppress somebody 
else; on the contrary. This I venture to submit is our case.

Q. I have read the chapter in the Jewish Agency's memorandum, 
chapter 9, which is headed the Jewish Commonwealth, and if that 
is not a claim for political power, I am bound to say I do not 
know what it is. I will read one passage, I will not read more 
unless you wish me to:

"In 1922 Mr.Winston Churchill vrh® was then Secretary of State 
fir* the Colonies issued a memorandum to this effect"

You will reme ‘ber it I am sure if I read you an extract:
"Unauthorised statements have been made to the effect that 
the purpose in view is to cr-'ate a wholly Jewish Palestine 
The phrase is often used ‘such as that Pales ..ine is to become 
as Jewish as England is English".
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Th-:1 was the phrase used by you?
A. Yes.
Q. The memorandum continues!

"His Majesty's Government regard any such expectation 
ps impracticable and have no such aim in view, nor 
have thoy at any time contemplated the disappearance 
or subordination of the Arabic population, language or 
culture in Palestine. They would draw attention to the 
fact that the terms of the declaration referred to, i.e. 
the Balfour Declaration, did not contemplate that 
Palestine as a whole should be converted into a Jewish 
national home, but that such a home should be founded 
in Palestine",

And according to my information, Dr.Weizmann, you answered that 
by 3a letter forwarding a resolution to this effects

"The Executive of the Zionist Organisation having taken 
note of the statement relative to British policy in 
Palestine assure His Majesty's Government that the 
activities of the Zionist Organisation will be conducted 
in conformity with the policy therein set forth".

Do you remember that?
A, Yes.
Q. TVat Is 1922?
A. That is right.
Q . The document now setting forth the case of the Jewish 

Agency seems to me, if I may say so, to have gone a long way from 
that. Do I understand you to say it' is largely because of the 
1939 White Paper that you have gone forward?

A. Sir, I have given the reasons. The'White Paper is one of 
the reasons. The Jewish tragedy is another reason. The dewire to 
have security of survival is a third reason. There may be others. 
I do not wish to dwell on it, but Mr.Churchill himself has told 
the Royal Commission that the 1922 White Paper, whatever the 
expression may mean, I know the expression very well and I 
remember it and I certainly would: not- dream of fighting it, 
the 1922 White Paper did not preclude a Jewish State. He said 
that in his own evidence before the Royal Commission, and we 
felt again, as long as we could under this paper bring in Jews 
and colonise the land in Palestine, the Jewish State may emerge 
in the future.
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Q. I know you realise that I do not wish to ask a question 
which would add to the feelings on either side,'

A. I am sure.
Q. Of either side?
A. I am sure of that.
Q. But what I think it my duty to point put to vou is this, 

when you take the pre-Balfour Declaration sta e as it was in 
the form which I read to you, and the 1918 stage and the 1922 

stage , and now the heads of the Jewish Agency reaching a stage of 
asking for a Jewish State, you m.y well cause others to oppose even 
more than they had done before. When I say !■’others" I mean
the Arab nation,, the Arab peoples. You appreciate that?

A. I appreciate that. I can only repeat what I said before, 
they opposed us when 5„000 Jews came into Palestine, they opposed 
us when 50,000 Jews came into Palestine and they opposed us when 
there was only talk of a national home, whatever it may have meant 
at that time, and they unfortunately oppose us now, and still,
Sir, you may think me foolish, I do not give up hope provided we 
have a period of some definite policy with no retreat from it.

QJ I should not like you to think that I think you are foolish 
in one sense at least.

A. It is a figure of speech.
..Q. But I should like you to know I am happy at least in the 

thought that you still have hope of peaceful relations.
A. Thankyou very much for your kind sentiments. I have still not 

given up hope.
MR.JDSTICE SINGLETON: I do not wish to ask you any further; 

thankyou very much.
JUDGE HUTCHESON: I hesitate to ask you any questions because 

my experience of a court trial as an appellate for many years 
has been that I have not got much success out of asking advocates 
quections with the idea of adducing answers they did not wish to 
give and wit' the greatest deference to you as one of the most 
eloquent,, and at the same time if you could be objective, 
apparently objective advocates, I have the same feeling of timidity
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when I ask you questions. My questions from the Bench have 
never been for the purpose of maintaining one side against the 
other. The questions I would put to you are not put in that way.
I realise it is difficult in a situation like this to focus as 
between you and me the matt rs of difference, lying so largely 
as they do in opinion, which I am trying to bring out. I will 
confine my questions only to one or two, not at all indicating that 
I do not appreciate the great importance of your testimony but 
in deference to the view I have arrived at after many years 
of contrary evidence that a Socratic colloquy between the 
hearer and the witness does not do much good. If ”'0 had lawyers 
here cross-examining and working the thing up and down, we might 
do better. I am only going to put two questions to you in sum, 
though there may be more than two in detail. As I understand 
your document, and I would like my questions to be directed to 
the correct understanding of it,you put forward the Jewish State 
as supported on two great grounds; one, that thereby and only 
thereby could you accomplish the purpose of the authors of the 
Jewish Home to admit, introduce and bring about full imrigration 
into Palestine which is one of your great grounds?

A. Quite.
Q. On that ground I do not wish to question you. The other of 

your great grounds 'as I understood yqu was that in some way, if 
you could establish a Jewish State in little Palestine or a 
little Jewish State in Palestine, whichever way you look at it 
fron the standpoint of numbers, you will thereby bring about some 
sort of strange metamorphosis in the peoples in the world by 
which anti-Semitism will vanish and all V7ill live in peace. On 
that latter part of your argument I should like to ask you Just 
how the establishment of an Jewish State in Palestine would 
benefit the lot of the citizens of the Jewish faith in ray country, 
to take away such anti-Semitism as exis t? and build up an entirely 
different feeling so that they could do what I thought they 
were already doing but which you say they are not doing from 
the point of view of security, live safely and securely in my 
land. I say my land not because it belongs to me. I am just one 
of millions.
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A Sir, you do not • -ant ma, to deal with tli_■ first question?

Q. No, Sir. There are a lot of matters in that - hich I do 

not wish to discuss with you, and perhaps they are not 

particularly relevant to our decision. Perhaps we ought not to 

make a decision based on ycur second ground, but since you put 
it forward I should like it a little better developed.

A. It is rath r a question which cannot be answered yes or no.
Q. I understand. That will be my only question. Tak ’-our 

timo on it.

A. I know Judges rightly become impatient if the witness 
makes a speech instead of giving an answer yes or no. I think the 
size of it, whether it is going to be a big State or a small
State has nothing to do with my lino of argument. There were 
little States which played a. predominant part in the world -
Athens, Judaea were very tiny States and they left an impress on 

the world which is still thor.;. What matters is that the State 
should be a good State, that it should be r. civilised State, that 
it s ould make a real contribution to the civilisation of the

world. I do not want for one moment tc say something which might 

be construed as detrimental either to the life of the Jews in 

America, where I fully share the belief that they live in 

happiness and security, and I pray they may continue to do so, 
or cast any reflection on the American Republic. Par be it from 

me. We all owe a great deal to Gentile America and to Jewish 
A"erica, but what I do think is this. I often run up against 
this argument in my life and I have had a very chequered career.

My usual beat used to be, now it is a little less, Jerusalem 
to San Francisco and I used to meet every condition of Jew and 

Gentile. They talk freely to me and I talk freely to them, and 
what I feel is this, that the lack of a place where the Jews can 
say Well, here we are, we stand and fall by what we do here; 
that we, as I pointed out in. my chief statement, we build up 

everything from the bottom upy/ards, and .that is why it is ours; 

it is not ours by contract, it is ours by performance, it is 

ours in Goethe1 s words no doubt familiar to you "What you have 
inherited from your parents acquire it in order to possess it".
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The acquisition can corns about by performance, the performance 

basic
of thc/things we require for the life of society. They haver 
had an opportunity of doing it except in Palestine and that is 
why we are very often suspected so malevolently in America; 
they say "they are not a majority"; they say "it is all very well, 
you Jews came in at tho first floor ’-'hen the basement, the cellar 
and everything was there and you have made yourselves comfortable; 
it is all very well", and this constitutes a silent reproach which 
some “sensitive.;. Jews„ and I count myself among them, feel very 
deeply. If the Jew could point to Palestine, 'the American Jew 
’.'ho is a good loyal American citizen who ovres no loyalty, no 
political loyalty whatsoever to Palestine, if this American Jew 
could point and say "Look here, when I had an opportunity to 
associate myself with the basic performance I did it and did it 
quite '. ell, look at our agriculture, look at our industries, 
look at our railways, look at our houses; if I did not do it in 
America, it is notmy fault or America's fault, it is a 
historical development", then I think h has a satisfactory 
answer., and this ox lains to some extent why the American Jews 
who are entirely loyal, there is nothing which an .American Jew 
would not do for his country, and rightly so; it is easy to be a 
good citizen in America but we expect the Jews to be good citizens 
in Poland which is much more difficult. We who arc building up 
citizenship here know what citizenship moans and therefore I 
believe it would give him more poise, more dignity, more 
stability, more than a physical stability, a mental stability, 
if he could point and say "Here is something which we have done 
and it is a credit to us" and therefore the reproach that we 
m l y  go into the pores of an organism when the organism is 
already created would be eliminated. I can quite understand 
that you do not feel it because you a.re a normal human being. You 
have not come into the pores of Texas probably, I do not know,
I hope not, but to us it is a real problem. We "re subjected 
to this reproach daily, every minute, and that is why we attach 
such an eminent and prominent value to it.
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Q. I do not believe you understood ray question. The answer 

was' an excellent answ r to why the Jew feels that he should 
have a State like Palestine vrhere h- ight develop according 
to his gonius and his ability, but that was not ny question.
You have three grounds for coning here. I dealt with the first, 
about the right to immigrate; the second you have just been 
talking about, to have a place where you can demonstrate your 
ability to build from the ground up. Then the question I am 
addressing to you was probably a third sub-division, wh do vou 
think this creaturo, myself, who belongs you say in the land and 
you do not, but in some sort of strange way has required a 
stranglehold on the land, all us Gentiles, why do you say the 
establishing of a national home in Palestine, a Jewish State in 
Palestine, will make all of us who have been so cruel and hard 
to you through the ages, why will that have the effect of making 
this anti-Semitism disappear among these strange people with 
which you have had to associate for so many thousands of years, 
tahy would that have any effect on anti-Semitism at all, and I 
would almost say why would it not have a tendency to increase it?

A. I understand the question. I do not think you can ever 
eradicate anti-Semitism of !nj type of Hitler who is a biological 
case. He wanted the Jews exterminated and he did it, he did it 
very well, he kept his promise. He was allowed to do it, but 
speaking not of biological beasts in human shape, but speaking 
of normal American citizens I do not charge them with particular 
cruelty. I do not think you could have got that out of my 
speech. I have the highest possible regard for th^ relations 
which may exist between American Gentiles and Jews.

q| May I say I only meant psychological cruelty or making 
you seem strange.

A. I did, if I may say so, I d}.d point out that we appear 
in the eyes of the /best Gentiles who are not tainted with any 
particular anti-Semitic taint, we app rr to then as a peculiar 
people, as a people who are suspended between, hearen and earth, 
•who have to some extent all the peculiarities of c. race, and



at the sc: e time lack a great deal, lack physical signs, 

and this produces problems. The Jew has to explain himself and 

every person 7rtio has to explain himself is condemned before 

he is judged. In norrr.l times you do not nea.d to have a 

passport; in troublesome times you not only need a passport 

but you must have a visa, a double visa on your passport. You 

cannot move freely. That is the position of the Jew. As soon as 

things become troublesome they begin to ask what are these 

people here. As soon as the economic situation in a country 
deteriorates we are suspected because we are somehow considered 

as intruders; we are somehow considered to take everything from 

a country and give almost nothing in return.

Q. Assuming all that, if you will try to get to my question, 

assuming these conditions why will the establishment of a Jewish 

State in Palestine change any of these conditions for an 

American citizen?

A. Very much so because Sol can point to a country where the 

Jews live a normal life; they are not ghosts, they are skin and 

bones and muscles which they have used and the giving of their 

contribution to the common stock is obvious and it is not obvious 

now. Sir, every nation keeps a ledger - I am speaking 

symbolically, and there is a credit and a debit side of this 

ledger and it is written by God's hand or the hand of history 

what it is. We have no ledger. Our ledger is always kept by 

somebody else, therefore I must remind you of Einstein's saying. 

He said "If my theory proves to be correct then the Germans will 

say a eat German scientist has produced an epoch-making theory. 

If it proves to be wrong they will say this damned Jew Einstein 

has done this and discredited Germany" because it is the German 

who decides. As Goering used to say "I decide who is a Jew and 

who is not". The majority decides what is the Jewish 

contribution because we have got no place where we can show 

what we do. We shall cease to be a ghost; we shall be a normal 

people like everybody else and then our American friends, the 

Gentiles, will understand. In America the Jews occupy this
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position, quite an honourable position, but in Palestine it 

is somewhat different there. They have created conditions 

which make it a pattern the Jew can show to the world that 

he can be as productive and as constructive citizens as everybody 

else.

MR.JUSTICE SINGLETON: It has been suggested that you might 

like to adjourn a little earlier than usual today. I do not know 
if it would be convenient to you to sit a little earlier say

at 2.4? p.m. I do not think the other members of the Committee 

will keep you long but they desire to ask you! some questions,

I know.

A. I am entirely in your hands.

(The Committee adjourned accordingly).
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(The hearing reconvened at 2:45 p.n.)

IK. JUSTICE SINGLETON: L>.y we have order.

DR. AYDELOTTE: Dr. tf-eiznann, I was*very much interested 

to hear you say that you had hopes of increasing cooperation and 

friendliness between the Jewish groups in Palestine and the Arab 

groups. I would like to ask you what practical steps have been 

taken so far by the Jewish group in that direction. For example, 

arc all the Jewish children taught to s p e _k Arabic? Is Arabic 

the second language in your schools? Or is it the third language? 

Do you invite the .Arabic participation in varioub cultural acti

vities which h've been such- a success, we understand, in the 

Jewish group?

A. ’-"ell, sir, I would like to say that my colleague, Mr.

Shepherd, who sits to my right, has made a special effort to

give an account of what has been done and what is being, done.

I would like to say in a general way that Arabic is, I think,

the third language in our schools, Hebrew, English and Arabic.

Our cultural institutions are always open to the Arabs, our

libraries, our universities are open to the Arabs who w i s h  to
an

come. In fact, you know I stand at the head of/institute, the 

Daniel Sieff Institute, not far from here,which is doi__g what I 

think is not an unimportant research. As soon as this place was 

opened I addressed nyself to General " a u c h o p e w h o  was then H igh 

Commissioner,- whether he could send me two Arab workers. I 

wanted to have t w o  out of the 12 to be Arabs who were prepared 

to teach then, ''ell, he sent r:e one who spent a year w i t h  us and 

I think he was hap p y  and he learned quite a fair amount. I think 

he is now being employed by the Government.

Q’. Y o u  say it was a happy experience for you n d  for him?

A. It was indeed. I wish I could have more of then. It 

doesn't depend u pon us very often. I would like to say you 

probably have repeatedly the actual "relations between Jews and 

Arabs in the villages, on the fields, in ordinary daily life 

which are good, and we tried to force good relations.

V.re “h a v e — I don't want to give it too pretentious a name, but 

we
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vre have what you would call in America a public relations offi

cer. I mean boys or girls who speak Arabic, who know the node of 

living, and we have quite a number of then now who go about and 

talk to these people and try to explain to then whatever is 

necessary. Of course, we have got to make up a good deal of lee

way and I appreciate that we night have done more, but we night 

also have done less. The difficulty is— and I am saying it quite 

sincerely here in front of you all— that there are Arab forces 

that are perhaps not interested either in Jews or Arabs or \iie 

English who stand between, us and occasionally fish in troubled 

waters. A great deal of it was before the war. r e had Fascists 

and we had Nazis who operated and undernined the Arab and alien

ated a good deal.

You know that we have a certain anount of workmen's organi

zations between Jews and Arabs, which is a very important step, 
too

It all goes/slow for n y  liking, but it is nevertheless a step, at 

least, in the right direction. If the nightmare of political 

disability under which we are laboring would be lifted from our 

heads, and I an not saying it is an additional argument— there 

are other much rore important arguments— I ihink we would devote 

still more tine to it.

In London in St. James Palace I had a good deal of talk with 

the very Arabs who were instrumental in supporting the White 

Paper and with the Egyptians represented. I went very quickly 

after that to Palestine. I stopped off in Egypt and had a good 

deal of conversation with then which seemed to me rather promis

ing. The of course, has stood in the way. I think in

summary we could say we are trying. I personally have stretched 

out ny hand very, very often. It wasn't always taken.

Q. Can half of the Jewish young people speak Arabic?

A. I can't say what proportion, but quite a good proportion, 

and it is on the increase.

H  Have you considered repeating your courses in the Hebrew
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A. That is curious you should ask me, sir. I know you are 

interested in academic problems, and it is quite natural, coning 

fron you, but if there would be a demand for it I think we prob

ably would. We could do the sane thing which is done, say, in 

the polytechnic schools. We have the main lectures, at least two 

in German and French and sometimes Italian. To use the vulgarism, 

there was no market for it. We haven't got enough people wanting 

to do it.

Q. There are, of course, quite wonderful systems nowadays 

for large-scale lectures by which you could have the telephone.

A. I think we could do it with great effect provided we get 

the public. It is anyhow a very valuable suggestion to be thought 

of in the future.

Q. I would like to ask one final question on that subject. 

Does your policy of not employing Arab labor on some farms inter

fere with close relations between the two groups?

A. Yes. I know this question. It always cones up, almost

as the sea serpent in summer in England. Here I would like to

rake this question clear once and for all, if I nay say so, sir,

with the utmost respect. There are three economic sectors in

this country, Jewish, Arabic and in between stands the % eotor of

the British Government, which is also a great employer of labor.

In the Jewish sector you can subdivide it into two. There is the

public sector, which means works which are being carried out on

public money. If I say "public money" I would like the Conmittee

to realize that it is usually the money of the poor. The rich

people have not given us vary much, particularly in the beginning.

Sow they think Palestine ia agoing concern and will get a little

more, but on the whole it

shillings and dines of

constituted the grcal 
on

Now/thr.se public money operations we don't employ any Arab 

labor. In fact, we don't employ any labor. It is self-labor.

The fellow gets a piece of land which he and his family are to

>le it was the pennies and half pennies and

of the poor or1 the loyal _.ddle class which

t deal of our income.
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work thenselves. If he c a n ’t do it, well, he loses, he forfeits 

the right to stay on this land.

Q , He is not even allowed to employ Jewish workmen? He 

must do it hinself?

A. Yes. ^Jhy ere we doing it? We do it because we had to

solve a terribly difficult problem. I take this opportunity to

submit to the Committee, we had to deal with .Arab people. We

have brought in people who went . to universities or perhaps

factories or traders or middlemen, etc. and we wanted to make then

into tillers of the ground. Unless we could tie then down to the 
they

land, not that / should be merely overlords and officers, but 

actually perform with their own hands the work and so be tied down 

to the soil of Palestine, therefore we had to enploy particularly 

stringent measures in order to get these contacts with the Jewish 

workmen. It has become now a perfectly natural thing. I think 

our young men and women are proud to work the land with their 

own hands, and we would only like to have more opportunity. So 

in this sector we have been employing exclusively Jewish hands.

We had, as I said, no labor externally by either Jews or Arabs.

It was self-labor all the tine.

Now, taking the other subsector of the Jews, private employ

ment, say, in agriculture there will be tines, there are still 

tines today where Jews are employed in quite considerable quan

tities in the orange groves or in the factories, and I think it 

is perfectly all right. Now, for instance, in the village where 

I live, I see every morning quite a great number of Arabs going 

into the orange groves for work and they are welcome to it.

Now in the Government sector, and I am going to say v/ithout 

seeking to incririnate in any way, I think they are being e m 

ployed but I believe I cannot say as of today, but there was 

a time when we had not had all the employment which is due to 

us, according to our numbers. I am not speaking according to 

our contribution to the revenue of the country because I u n d e r 

stand it is a democratic country, and Palestine prides itself, 

to be democratic. I understand that the fact that the Jews



contribute doesn't entitle then to nore enploynent. I an ready 

to accept this principle. But even counting the heads, we are 

entitled to nore enploynent. Today you will find Arabs enployed 

in cenent factories, sone of then I think in the electric w o r k s , 

in the orange groves, quite a great nunber of Arabs are finding 

enploynent with Jewish f i m s  and Jewish institutions, or Jewish 

places of industry.

In the Arab factories, as far as I know, here in this country 

I think there are practically no Jews being enployed. Well, I an 

not conplnining. Here it is, so that I don't think there is much 

reason, at any rate, for our Arab friends to complain,

I would like to say something entirely on my own r esponsi

bility. I have not consulted ny colleagues, and I an sure they 

will not disavow re too strongly if I say it. Should the tine 

cone, as I hope it will, that Arabs will employ Jews, I think the 

Jews will he very happy to employ Arabs, an d there will be no 

water-tight division between the various economic sections. As 

it is, gradually these water-tight compartments are being pierced.

Q. Your last answer brings up one question about which we 

were having sone discussion at lunch, What proportion of the 

Jews in Palestine are enployed on the land— are engaged in farm

ing?’

A. As far as I know at present— I may stand to be corrected- 

it is about V) to 17 percent, something like that. I would like 

to add to it, of course it nay appear not enough. For ny taste 

it is not enough. Land is difficult to get. Land colonization is 

slow in nature. It is particularly slow to us. Then you have 

this . extraordinary situation: s In ny younger days, and I an sure 

in the young days of many of the members of this Committee— some 

°f then arc still young— we were taught that normal society 

requires at least a third on the land and two-thirds in other occu

pations. Now vith the advancement of modern methods in agricul

ture we are being told the other extreme; it is 5 percent on the 

and to feed the 95 percent in urban pursuits. Well, at present
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to arc not adhering to the 5 percent, but we have .bout l? to 17 

percent. In this land it would be rare abundant. ' o probably 

could settle a great r.aiiy r.ore.

I would only like to add, sir, that the ideal of the Jewish 

fellow who cones today to Palestine is to go on the land. I nr. 

just being inforr.ed that, for instance, in redern Holland, which 

has very excellent agriculture, the nui.ber of people on the land 

is 19 percent, so we are net too nuch off.

Q. Thank y ou very ruch.

HR. CR0SSIAN: I would like to turn your rind back to the 

problcr s of onti-Ser:itisr., which were discussed at the beginning 

of your stator.ent, and particularly to the probler.s of Europe, 

of which we have a very vivid ir.pression fror. our tour. I take 

it you agree even if all the Jewish Agency plans were fulfilled,

| najority of Jews would continue to live outside Palestine, and 

therefore the interests of that najority who live outside and the 

effort to insure that they live in arlty v;ith their fellow citi

zens of their various states possibly is an absolute first 

priority.

A. Yes.

Q. You suggested, I think, in your stater.ent that Europe 

as a hor.eland for the Jews w-s really finished.

A. I think so,

Q Therefore, whether it was 60 percent or 75 percent is 

irrelevant. Y o u  foresaw as the- healthiest developnent the roving 

of practically all the Jews of Europe, apart fror. those who w i s h  

to die there, to Palestine.

A. Yes.

Q. Do y ou feel anything in the argument,which appeals to r.e 

as a European, that if one does that one has adnitted that although 

Hitler lost the wa r  he u r n  the ideological war?

A. Yes sir, I rust say, sad as it is— I used, nyself, the 

expression that Hitler nay have lost the. w*r, but as f fcr rs the 

Jors are concerned be has w on it.
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Scnitisr. is not only a question for Jews; it is d question for 

Gentiles, for anti-Semitism, means no democracy. Would not that 

therefore be an admission that European democracy is over?

A. No, I think if I nay sr.y so it wouldn't be exactly that 

admission. It would be the admission that Europeans are sick, 

and it would take a long tine until they are cured of the poison 

which has been instilled into them in this terrible period be

tween. the two wars. Tho primary sufferers of this sickness are

the Jews, and the presence of the Jews in present-day Europc- 
not

right not only/contribute to the- curing of the sickness, but 

I right exagger te the sickness. That is rry contention. There

fore, sad as it ray be, I think it is much better to face it and 

say lot tho cause which led the eleiaent which causes this anti- 

Seritisr. diminish or be diluted as r.uch as possible, and get 

into ether conditions instead of trying to keep then in this 

sickly'poisonous atr.osphere, and possibly not only not cur* anti- 

Soritisr. but increase it in its intensity.
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Sir, every day you have seen the problem more than I have.

I have not been to Europe, I dare not go, but I read in the papers

\
about pogroms in Silesia. I an used to reading that in the papers. 

Jut recently I had the visit of I very distinguished Frenchman,

8 very distinguished scientist, 1 Gentile, and he was just in

despair. He said he can't understand why there is anti-Semitism 

in France. I said, "In which way?" He said whenever a Jew cones 

Jcv-o and merely r akes the first attempt to claim his property he 

gets into a row with his neighbor's because his property has gone 

and people don't mant to give it back, It is obvious it is the 

fault of the Jew. Why should he claim his property? But he wants 

t,o live and I can see from Francs, from Holland, and from Belgium 

that anti-Ser.itisr is raising its ugly head.

Please understand, I have never, never in ry life based ny 

’Ionian on anti-Semitism. There are ether reasons for Zionism, 

^ ch more positive reasons, rtuch more noble reasons, if I may say



so, but we have to reckon with this fact which is not of our 

nakin'S •
a

Q. Could I perhaps followwith/thought which I would like to 

hear your view on. Surely this anti-Seritisn is very infectious 

and if we were to perr.it or to organize the renoval of the Jews 

fror Europe would not that set a very dangerous precedent to other 

countries? What is the effect in the Anglo-Saxon world of the 

acceptance of anti-Senitisn as having the right to renove fror. 

Europe the people who have the right to live there?
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A, Of course, you h-^e to give them every freedom. If the Jews choose 

to stay in Europe, it is their responsibility and their business, and I would 

never lift my hand to forcibly remove them in any way. All I would like to 

say is thr.t security for a happy beginning of. some better life cannot be found 

for certainty in Europe, It is sad, and I am afraid'it is perhaps not to the 

credit of the world as a whole, but we warned you, gentlemen, we warned you.

I don't w-nt to refer to my own statements, but I would like to give you 

one or two to read. We told you. I remember when Hitler burned the syna

gogues in Berlin, and I said these fires will spread to Westminster Abbey. It 

is inevitable if you let it go with inpunity.

Q. But I'm bringing the question a little closer. You don't feel any 

anxiety lest this feeling that one has the right to clear the Jews out would 

increase anti-Semitism in America and thereby jeopardize the Jews?

A. I really don't think it would. If the Americans feel that European 

Jews who are in a perilous position are being taken care of by being given 

a new start, I don't see why the American gentile should think that is a reason 

for him to be more anti-Semitic. If ycu say it is infectious, it is infec

tious anyhow. An infectious disease is I very difficult thing to overcome,

Q. Again on this anti-Semitism, you mentioned the plight of the Jews in 

the Biddle East, particularly in Baghdad. We just came from Egypt. Do you 

feel quite objectively th-t the deterioration of the position of the Middle 

Eastern Jew is directly connected with Zionism in Palestine?

A. Well, I would like to be very objective, and I should say that Zion

ism has got something to do with it. Anyhow, it has been on excellent way of 

propagandising the Middle East. What do the detractors say? One British 

officer, for whom I h ve the highest possible respect, and I don't count him 

amongst our detractors in Egypt, a very old friend of mine, said to me once, 

very much to my surprise, "You see, if the Ar^bs could ho sure that all the 

Jews want is Western Palestine, then things would be easier. But the Arabs 

think that isn't nearly the end, that that is a sort of bridgehead which the 

Jews want to construct and then invade the whole of the Middle East and get 

^erythiftg."

I think General Spears, in his wisdom, has been sort of indicating the

Sa®e thing.
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Roll. I really can't answer this. My father used to say if I got a 

letter from any literary, I've got to call a literary to read tho letter. I 

can't follow a mind like that, I wish it were and I could promise for myself 

and children's children that, ire don't want any more. On the contrary, we 

want to cooperate.

I admit, therefore, that there are strings in your question, that the 

Zionist propaganda, particularly in the acute form in which both our de

tractors and sometimes our friends represent, have got something to do with 

the acuteness of the relation between Jews and Arabs,- For instance, it has 

b®t something to do with what you say, sir. When the distinguished Chairman 

asked me today "Is that not political power?" I felt mistaken and begged to 

be forgiven, that when he used tho woijfis "political power," he applied them
ir "iraost in the same sense as power politics-aggressive— somebody wants a 

political machine in order to suppress somebody else. Nothing was further 

from my mind.

However, we are an extremely convenient target to-be shot at in that 

direction,

I would like you to remember one thing— that Yemen is perhaps one of 

the most ancient Jewish communities. I believe there was Yenien still before 

the destruction of the Temple, I can't say that in Yomen, there is rogular 

persecution of the Jews— killing, pogroms, depriving them.of their oroperty.

| No, but the Jew is a fourth-rate citizen. He can't go on the pr-yement; he 

can'-! ride a horse; he has to stand up whenever a Moslem goes by. They aro 

considered fifth-class citizens. So I don't know that you could put that to 

the credit of Zionism. It is there. We are always a convenient target, if 

not for one thing, then another. f  \

Q, This is the final point: Would it not be true, from what you sny, 

that successful conciliation of the breaking down of extreme opposition in 

Palestine between Zionism and the Arab would have a tremendously beneficial 

effect on the Jsvdsh communities of the Middle East?

A, I cortoinly do; I certainly do. Conciliation is desirable for many 

other reasons, but that would be one.

Q. That would p  one of the by-products of conciliation?
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A. Certainly, I quite agree.

MR. CRUM: Doctor Weizmann, you mentioned a conversation with Mr.

Churchill this morning. When did that conversation occur?

A. That took place, let me remember, the Saturday before the assassina

tion of Lord Moyne.

Q, Was that before the end of the war?

A. Oh, yes.

Q. Would you repeat, please, the substance of that conversation?

A. The substance of that conversation wns that Mr. Churchill said as 

soon as the German war is over— the German war is over— he would like to put-- 

and I remember his words— he would like to put his teeth into this problem 

and would like to bite into this problem, and he thinks he and Roosevelt 

would find a way out. I understood somehow from what he hinted, that his 

mind was reeling around something like a partition, but he didn't indicate 

definite plans. All he said was as soon as the German war is over, he would 

try and tackle this problem. He also said he has a considerable amount of 

difficultin his own party, the Conservative Party, but he didn't have time 

to explain it. He also added that I would hr.ve to go to America and try and 

explain to whoever is in power there what wo want. So he was quite hopeful. 

That was the impression I got.

I have some witnesses sitting in this room to whom I told this conversa

tion almost immediately. It was on a Saturday, and I said for the first time 

in my life I see sort of a glimmer of light at the end of a long tamo.

He also added one thing. He said of a hundred people who come from the 

Middle East, 90 arc against him, but that has only hardened my heart--meaning 

his heart.

Q, Doctor Weizmann, I notico in the brief that wars filed, at Page 58, 

there is a claim that in August, 1945, an. immediate decision be announced to 

Establish Palestine as a Jewish Statu. Is it your view that a Jewish State

should be established at this time?

A,

it

No; I don't think It is meant in tlv t way. I certainly wouldn't 

to be that. I an anxious to make it clem* -nit want I would like to

See is a beginning of immigr - Lion and s- ttlumont 

P°ssible of this poor remnant, and then a great

, the bringing in 

transitory period,

as much.as

Bat it
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should be made clear that this transitory period should eventually lead to 

a Jewish State when a Jewish majority will be present.

Q, Do you think the word "Jewish" is necessary, and If so, why)

A. If you would tell me, you are bringing in Jews,

Q, What is in ny mind is this! You have presently an Arab majority in 

Palestine, I am really following up, I think, on some questions Sir John 

put to you. The word "Jewish State" presently implies, does it not, the 

imposition of a new majority upon an existing majority of oeople, isn't that 

right?

A. That is so, yes,

Q, What I would like to know is how is that Justified in democratic 

practice?

A, The word "imposition" always means the use_of forea^. Well, if you 

bring in Jews into the country and allow them.to-settle-and--alloif-~thc~ocs!ntry- 

to develop to its maximum, and absorb as~many~"people._as -can Joe-absorbed, -a 

majority would be created. I don't believe.it isTjndemoerati^if'lt is done 

without hurting the others.

Q, May 1 read to you from a statement in Foreign Affairs in 1931. This 

is what is in my mind: It is a statement by Mr, Justice Frankfurter!

"Into the whole texture of Palestine life there comes the unflagging 

realization that Arab cannot dominate Jew nor Jew Arab,"and that only in a 

fellowship of reciprocal rights and reciprocal duties oan be realized the 

distinctive values to the civilization of Jew and Arab," Do you concur in 

that statement?

A, I concur in that statement as far as the moral relationship between 

Arabs and Jews goes. If there is a future Jewish State, I believe the Arabs 

would have complete freedom of religion, culture, language, autonomy in their 

municipal organizations, and they would be able to express themselves as well 

as they con. It does not mea,n that we would like to dominate the Arabs in 

the sense of taking away their natural rights or their language or interfering 

In any shape or form with their culture and their civilization,

I would say, however, sir, If you remember ny chief statement, I would 

say i admit it implies a certain amount of injustice, but the question is the
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n:; of least injustice.

Q, He goes on to soy, and I would like to hnVe your opinion on this, 

nReferring to the Mandatory, tho two obligations it has undertaken— securing 

the establishment of a Jewish National Home and safeguarding the rights of the 

non-Jewish communities will be revealed not only as reconcilable, but in 

essence, compulsory.” Do you concur in that statonont?

A, Yes.

Q. TiVh< t I am loading up to is this, Doctor Weizmann: You referred to 

efforts to sit down with arpb leaders and I think you said you had extended 

your hand from time to time, but it had not always been taken# Does that 

offer of yours still stand?

| A. Absolutely, any day, any moment, and I repeat again, if I repeat it 

r.dvisedly, I am not without hope#

MR, MANNINGHM-BULLER: Are you familiar with this book ”The Zionist 

Movement,” by Israel Cohen?

A. I am somewhat familiar with it#

Q. Referring to tho mooting of the General Council of the Zionist 

Organization in July, 1928, it says that that General Council insisted tht 

the principles laid down in the following five proposals form an unalterable 

foundation for the establishment of tho Jewish Agency. One was this: That

all lands acquired out of public moneys of the Jewish Agency should become
► iu

the common property of the Jewish people and be subject to all the principles 

of the Jewish National Fund in whatever' concerns the allotment of lands, and 

the second one is this: In all works and undertakings furthered by the Jewish 

Agency, the principle of Jewish labor must be safeguarded.

With regard to both those principles, is it the Onse that they are still 
fully adhered to at the present time?

A. Right.

Q. With regard to the second one, you said in your answer to Doctor 

Aydelotte that you made some particular reference to collective farms, I 

think* But that principle refers not just to particular farms, but to works 

ind undertakings, isn*t that right?

A, Which are done on public money*
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Q. In all works and undertakings furthered by the Jewish Agency?

A. Yes, which means the Jewish Agency contributes to it. In fret, I 

don't think this text really represents the reality. Take, for instance, the 

two great concessions— Dead Sea and Electric Works.

I think you could rightfully say that they have been, at least in the 

beginning, furthered by the Jewish Agency. We tried to help the people to 

take the concession. We tried when Mr. Wettenby appeared on the scene. He 

was an unknown man. We invested a little bit of money to help them to do the 

measurements and create the foundation for the scientific plan.

As I mentioned, the Dead Sea employs quite a great quantity of Arab 

labor. I don't think the Jewish Agency either interfered or protested. We 

don't mind.

Q. Do I take it, then, that these principles which are set out in this 

page are not, in fact, in foroo now?

A. I think on the whole it is being adhered to. It would be wrong for 

me to try and give you the impression it isn't so, but it isn't as rigid as 

you think.

You must understand, sir, our main job is to bring in Jews. We can bring 

them only if we create employment. We can't employ Jews if we ejnploy the 

Arabs, The first priority are the Jews,

Q, Do you think the application of those principles is inimical to the 

development of good relations with the Arabs or not?

A. I don't know, but I would like to turn the question around. So far,

If we employ Arabs, it has unfortunately so far not improved relations too 

much, I don't know how inimical it is. If I got to weigh between getting 

Jews into Palestine and saving them out of the clutches of persecution and 

Improving the relations with Arabs, which is a doubtful proposition yet, 

well, I would probably vote for bringing in Jews to the country.

Q. One other matter I would like to ask you about, I am not quite 

sure whether it wasn't touched upon by Judge Hutcheson. In your statement 

you said the existence of a Jewish State would make a Jew in other countries 

feel more stable.

A, I said that, yes.

Q. Is there not a possibility that if there w.os a Jewish S bate. It
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might encourage anti-Semitism in other countries because non-Jews in those 

countries might perhaps feel that the Jews in that country had not quite 

such a degree of loyalty to that country? Is that a possibility in your mind?

A, No, in my mind, absolutely not, sir, I would like to say I don't 

see why we should be.different in that case, say from the Irishman, I don't 

know how many there are— something around 20 million, They may take on in

terest in Ireland, and I don't think anybody would suspect the Irishman of 

being disloyal to his country, just as I don't believe that Jews who may be 

interested in Palestine and would like to help Palestine and would like to 

see a decent Palestine, would in the slightest degree by disloyal to America,

I don't know how many hundred thousand Jewish soldiers fought in the 

American Armies and fought with great enthusiasm, a great many of them as 

Zionists, It never entered their head that there is a conflict between 

loyalty to America and the interest that they take in Palestine,

Political loyalty to the citizenship of America is one thing for a Jew 

who lives in America, His interest in Zionism may be profound and less pro

found, but certainly it has got nothing to do with these political ques

tions, You, however, are one thing. We are different.

It wouldn't enter the head of an* American to suspect an Irishman. It 

might enter his head to suspect | Jew, It might, but I can't say. There is 

no Jewish State, I haven't tested it out,

Q, I gather it is no part of your argument that an Irishman feels more 

seoure in the Irish State because of the existence of Arabs]

A, No, it isn't, but again, there is a difference between a Jew and an 

Arab, These are all, if I may say so with the utmost oossible respeot, hypo

thetical questions, which are quite justified. I don't want in any wqy to 

diminish the importance of your questions— not at all.
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I an an an e m p ir ic is t ;  I an experimenter: I would like to make this experi- 

nent, I would like to see it and see how it works out, and how it fits in with 

tho existence of the people. We perhaps would find that all these hypothetical 

feelings. which might be the quite natural possession of the Jew, would be non

existent. We should be normal people. It is normalisation which we are after,

MR. HANNINGHAM-BULLER: Thank you very much.

MR. MC DONALD: I have just one question, Dr. Weizmann. As you know, 

perhaps, members of the Committee have been in various parts of Germany and 

Austria and Poland, at tho various concentration camps, or camps which were 

used by people who wore in concentration camps, and we have all had the 

opportunity of mooting young leaders of Jewish camps. I think some observers 

in these camps have got an impression which I did not get, but about which I 

| want to ask you; it is the impression that some of these young Jewish leaders 

have got a kind of feeling which has been characterised even as a Fascist 

feeling of superiority. I did not sense that.

A. Fascist?

Q. Yes, I did not sense it, I did not feel it, but some observers have 

felt it, and it has even been suggested that the Agency was somehow respon

sible for this dangerous nationalist feeling of these young folks. Can you 

say anything on that?

A. It is to me so terribly new and terribly surprising that I am almost 

speechless, which is a good deal for me to say after speaking to you such a 

lot. I do not know about that. I have not seen these oeople. I can quite 

understand that these people will all be bitter, there is a reason for them to 

be so, but by any stretch of imagination I cannot see thorn as Fascists. A 

Fascist feeling of superiority] I can imagine one thing. I am speaking 

entirely theoretically. I have not seen them, I have heard no reports about 

their behaviour, and certainly I do not think the Agency has lifted a finger 

to cultivate such feelings in our Jewish youth. I am very sorry this idea has 

got about. As the head of tho Jewish Agency I would not defend it for one 

Homent if it were so, and I do not think it hns been hidden from me. But I 

can quite imagine these people will tell you, "We are determined to go to 

Palestine". They are determined they will go to Palestine. In fact I told 

that to various people in the Colonial Office, "You cannot stop the Jew



- 60-

going to Palestine. If he has the choice between dying, rotting away in 

those terrible conditions of Europe, and getting to Palestine, somehow by 

hook or by crook he will get thero - I hope more by hook than by crook".

Whether that is Fascism or a feeling of superiority I do not know. I believe 

i t  is  not.

Q, What you are saying in answer to my question really is that the 

Agency gives no support to any doctrine of Jewish Lebensmensch?

A. I have hoard General Steele speaking of some people that were Nazis 

and that they have got the mentality of Nazis, but really I have no words to 

express ny surprise. How can a man in his senses say a thing like that?

We have suffered that at the hands of the Nazis which no humanbeing, which no 

nation, has suffered, that we would not countenance anything of this 

"Lebensmensch" in our youth; it would stultify our history, and if I saw a 

trace of it I would stamp it out with the greatest speed. It is not one of 

the min accusations with which we are usually saddled for want of bettor 

argunents. v

SIR FREDERICK LEGGETT: Dr. Weizmann. for a large part of my life I have 

been dealing w ith disputes between two sides, both of which are in bitter 

opposition, and both of which have convinced themselves that they are 

completely r ig h t ,  and indeed when listening to them one has often felt that 

they are both right. Now, in reaching that point they have naturally 

succeeded not only in  colouring their own case, but also in ridding their 

ninds of the arguments that may be brought forward on the other side. Now, is 

it nrong to suggest to you that in order to find a solution to this, other than 

an extreme solution on either side, there must be complete frankness as to the 

truth of the policies of the Jewish Agency or of any other body? I am not 

asking you for your personal opinion now, I am asking you what I think you 

Bust know. It is true, is it not, that the policy of the Jewish Agency is 

the creation of the Jerrish National State?

A. Yes.

Q. If that is true, that is a fact we have to take into account, and 

"e have to have regard to the feelings created in the minds of other people.

If the policy "is that of a National State, it is not unnatural, is it, that 

"e should find in these camps in Germany which we visited a definite code
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of oduo ation, insofar as it takes place, that Palestine is a place to which 

oil those young Jews will go ns a State which they will dominate. Now, that 

is not unnatural to my mind, having regard to the policy ....

A. I think it is not.

Q. I just wanted to get that clear, because what J have in my mind is 
that that policy is not necessarily a wrong policy. It may not be a wise 

policy, but it is a natural policy. All I want you to do is to recognise 

these facts. I suggest to you further, and here I speak speak again from my 

own personal experience, and I think all our experience is that our hearts 

ho.ve been torn by what we have seen and heard. It is natural, I think, thtt 

those young people, with their memories behind them, should have coloured 

their minds to an extent which makes them appear like the Hitler Youth, for 

example, in their concentration on one purpose.

A. Exactly.

Q. That is all that was meant, I think, by this suggestion of Fascism.

A. Of cpurse, it may make them appear too concentrated, too set on one 

idea, because they know that the non-fulfilment of this idea means death.

If you think of English children, an English boy or an English girl, they go 

to Eton or to Harrow, or to an ordinary school in the East End of London.

The child is normal, he can play; he can play football or cricket and do his 

lessons in an ordinary way. He is an ordinary, normal humanbeing. He can 

smile. I have seen children coming back from these places and it took them 

two months till they have learnt to smile. You have seen them, of course?

Q. We have seen them, yes.

A, I am not exaggerating. I have not seen the children in the camps, 

tot I have seen them here when they have come out. I have seen a procession 

°f children come from all sorts of places, and they tell you they are happy 

to ha ve escaped. I have seen | girl who has escaped by a miracle. Somehow 

toe Nazis thought they could burn 800 at a time, and there were 801, and so 

toa vas thrown out, and she was that one, • Now, I beg of you, what do you 

topect? Do you e:pect a normal reaction from these children? They become 

tormal here. You c m  go to these places, I would love you to go, and see 

toese children who come from the concentration camps, and see how they 

took here. You will find them less 'tense, you will find them playing, and
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you will find them laughing, and certainly not giving an impression of 

Fascism. Fascism or Nazism is hateful to them, and we are certainly not 

going to imitate those methods^

Q. I do not want to ask you about it. All I am concerned about is 

that this thing shall be thought about in its right terms. Is it not rather 

unfortunate that those children, in that state of mind, have been given the 

impression that tho United States, Great Britain. France, Belgium, even the 

other Middle-East States, are not places in which a Jew can possibly find 

friends. That struck us ....

A. I do not know, may be they are the same; they may bo too intense, 

but they know that here they will be among friends. They do not know the 

United States, they do not know America, and they may possibly give you the 

answers that you have just mentioned. It is unfortunate, I admit; it is 

unfortunate that there should be children like that.

Q. And that they do not understand that oven at the best it is not 

possible fo r  a l l  Jews to come to Palestine.

A. Well, it will be a disappointment, but it will not be the first 

disappointment or the last disappointment of the Jewish people in their lives. 

That is why I am anxious to take as many as we can, and we are trying our 

level best, but if the doors are closed to them and they cannot come, well 

they will be driven to despair, and that is what I am terrified of more than 

anything else.

Q. What I have had in my mind in these last few questions is that all of 

11s should take the opportunity of thinking over the position to see that we are 

facing up to everything.

A. I am in absolute confidence that you will try hard to find a 

solution which is the fairest and the best. I do not know whether I am going 

to be asked ary more questions but I should like to say something else in 

conclusion.

MR.BUXTON: I am not the spokesman for my colleagues, Dr. Weizmann,

but I am sure I am speaking for them when I say we are very deeply indebted 

to you; you have conferred a favour on us. If it is not too late for you, 

there are a few quostions I should like to ask. This morning the discussion 

at times did not come down very closo to the ground. Judge Hutcheson spoke



0f the metamorphosis o f c e r t a in  people; Sir John Singleton went into ancient 

history and the  question of judging by present standards, and I was glad to 

hear th a t Mr. Manningham-Buller and Mr. Crossman agreed on one subject, their 

repercussions and their adumbrations of anti-Semitism, but I should like to get 

dom to a narrow and less intellectual plane. You are familiar, of course, 

v7ith the P re s id e n t1 s  request for 100,000 immigrants into Palestine. That was 

based, of course , on Earl Harrison's report

A. Yes.

Q. The Committee was appointed, and the President has said that he still 

favours 100,000 immigrants into Palestine. I know that somebody is to follow 

you who i s  b e t t e r  informed than you on the subject, but we are aware of w hat 

you have done. You are a great man in science; we know what you have done for 

your country, and ~s know also that you have lost a boy in the war. I think we 

have confidence not on ly  i n  your integrity but in your judgment. Are you 

disposed to  th in k  t h a t  the figure of President Truman is not an unreasonable 

figure for immigration into Palestine in this year?

A. I would answer that by saying, where there is a will there is a way.

I do not think it is so unreasonable. After all, what are we doing now? You 

have got to feed these people, you have got to keep then; they are a burden 

on U.N.R.R.A., and, if I nay sav so with respect, there is no definite 

constructive end to the circle after you have fed and clothed them. I do not 

know whether to take a year, whether to take two years, whether to take more 

or less to bring these children out, but I should say it is possible, because 

if U.N.R.R.A. could do for them in Palestine what they are doing for them now, 

and the work were to bo supplemented by the efforts of the Jews, I think it 

is a reasonable proposition. I have been reminded that not all the 100,000 

would be children; about 25,000 would bo children and 75,000 would be adults. 

That has nothing to do with absorptive capacity. That is an effort made by an 

outside body to do this work. It gives us a time, two or three years, in 

which they should be adjusted and fitted into the Palestine country. On tho 

whole I think it is not unreasonable. Something must he done, and it is 

not an easy task to deal with the position which has been created. If 

everything were easy wo would not address ourselves to this Committee. It is 

because it is difficult, and because we want a common effort, that we are
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ooming to you as we d o today, and as we did before. On tho whole I think 

it is not unreasonable, although 1 am not prepared to. say that it can be done 

in one year or in two years. It can be done if the effort is supported by 

both sides; on the ono side the Jews, and on the other side the Governments 

of Great Britain and the United States, and the Palestine Government.

Q. Do you say that, Sir, against the background of your knowledge of 

tho books that have been written on the subject? I assume you have looked 

into tho question of the absorptive capacity?

A. Yes. I have spoken a great deal to Mr. Hays, I have spoken to 

Mr. Savage, I have spoken a great deal to our own experts, and you can hear 

what they have to say. They will come before you, you will probably cross- 

oxamine them quite severely, and you should do so, and I think you will find 

they can prove to you, assuming there is goodwill, that a real absorptive 

capacity is there to absorb these people, and many more than that.

Q. That is to say you would recommend the admission of 100,000 

immigrants to Palestine this year?

A. I would not say this year. I would leave that to circumstances.

I do not know what is going to happen this year. I would begin by admitting 

a considerable number of these 100,000 and see how it works out. I do not say 

that it should be done in a year. Perhaps it can be done, I am not competent 

to answer, but I would certainly not say this year and only this year.

MR. CRICK: Dr. Weiznann, I will not keep you a minute or two. You have 

had a very long day. I am sure you would agree with mo that there is much to

be said for a very careful and deliberate choice of words in dealing with the

kind of subject we have to handle; that a great deal of harm may be done by an

ill-advised use of words. It is for that reason that I want to take up two

phrases with you in order that you may like perhaps to correct the record, 

or to remove any possible impression that might have been convened by those 

terms. First of all, I think you said, when you were speaking to us this 

morning about the state of mind of the Jews after the unhappy'experiences 

of recent years, that the Jews were crying out for compensation and 

retribution?

A. Yes.



Q. Non it is that nooond word that I want to quotation v/lth you.

A. I quito ngroo it io tho wrong word. It should bo oonponsatlon and 

roitltution, that is what I mount,

Q. Tho othor phrnoo about whioh I wantod to ask you wan this. You 

opoko of tho Land Rogulations of 1940 ao oonfining tho Jows in Palsstino to 

o ghotto, Tho sano phraso is uood in tho doounont subnlttod by tho Jewish 

Agonoy. Would you be preparod to agroo v/lth no that that is rather a 

ploturosquo overstatonont of the position in Palostj no as rogards tho Land 

Rogulations ?

A. Woll, I do not know that It is so terribly ploturosquo. It is a 

ronlly sad pioturo. What am I to think of a regulation which oonfines 

no to a vory small oompasn in a very small countryj whioh tolls mo, "You 

oannot build a houno thoro because^ you aro not permitted unless sonobody 

eonsonts - oithor tho Arabs ooneont or tho British consent,M It may not be a 

ghotto in tho sonso of a stroot, which is usually what is moant by a ghetto, 

a stroot out of which you cannot go. For instanco in Russia, wo havo a road, 

a pnvemont, and wo oall it a ghotto. It is a ghotto in this sense, that a 

froo nan is confined to a certain snail section of country and is not 

allowod to movo froely in it ;.or to another sootion. Please remombor that 

that Is done by a Government to a people who considorod, and still consider 

and would like to consider then as our friends. Spoaking for mysolf, I am a 

British subject, but in spoaking of the general run of tho Jows it is being 

dono in their national homo; it is being dono in an English country, whioh 

was designated as the country vtere tho National Home was going to exist and 

to develop. I think Sir Ronald Storrs said that the National Homo in his 

opinion is alroady finished and why should the Jews want more. Woll, it may 

to finished in Sir Ronald Storrs* opinion, but it is not flnlshod for us, and 

It is in that senso a ghetto. If, Sir, that shocks you I am perfectly willing 

to correct it,

Q. You oan understand it shocking us when I tell you that wo have had 
tho grim experience, some of us, of seolng tho remains of a ghotto in Warsaw. 
%it is vrhat shocked me when I heard the word.

A, Yes, but what should shock you really - and I am not saying this 
out of any disrospoct - is the faot thnt undor tho British flag, in tho country 
°f the National Homo, thoro Is discrimination against thoso people to whom a 
•olonin promise on behalf of tho civilised world was givon thnt they oould 
“Uild thoir national homo thoro without let or hindranoe, only subject to 
c°ftaln things, thnt they should not troad on tho corns of other pooplo.
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UR,JUSTICE SINGLETON” I understood you to sav you would 

like to rdd something, do so by all means.

A. Mr.Chairman, I am most grateful to you and your 

ooUeagues for the kindnoss with which you have dealt with no.

I would like to say in conclusion one thing. We are passing 

now through a period of tension; p*.rhaps you may know or you may 

not know that my policy, the Rock of Gibraltar on which I build 

ray Zionist policy is absolute co-operation with Great Britain.

The destinies of the two people, one a great people and tho other 

n small and unhappy people are linked up and that link is 

Palestine. Today it seems that a great deal of bitterness is 

overlaying this relation. I am certain that deep down in tho 

| heart of every Jew is a consciousness that Groat Britain has 

contributed a great deal towards the solution of £he Jewish 

problem. All we hope and wish is that this period of tension 

should pass very quickly and will be forgotten as a bar dream, 

and we shall once more find ourselves co-operating in this great 

task of the regeneration of the Jewish people. Thankyou very 

much.
Q, Thankyou. I am sorry you have had a long day, but I can 

assure you we all appreciate it.

A. I am most grateful to you. I am sorry I have been so 

lengthy in my answers, but I really could not cut it short.

(The witness withdrew).
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STATEMENT BY MR. H O O F I E N . on behalf of the Jewish Agency.

MR.JUSTICE] SINGLETON: Y ou appear on behalf of the Je w i s h  

Agency, on behalf of the economic side?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q. The members of the Committee have been supplied during 

the afternoon session with a volume, is this yours?

A. Yes.

Q. We have not had time to read it yet.

A. I am aware of that.

Q . Perhaps you will tell us something of the subject matter 

this afternoon. We will adjourn, I understand it is the w i s h  of 
everyone, not later than 4.45.

A. I will take practically the whole of that time and there 

would in that case be no time to examine me. I think I can get 

through until a quarter to five.

Q. I thought you would occupy a little time until thon so 

that the efforts of the members of the Committee to question 

you might be postponed until another time-.

A. I shall always be at the Committee's disposal. Y ou have 

received a short brief and may I hope all the members have had 
tine to pdruse that.

Q. We have not had any time. It was delivered to us after 

lunch today while the other witness was in the chair.

A. Would you w ish me to tell you in the usual way who I am 

as you have on various occasions asked other witnesses?

JUDGE HUTCHESON; We have read that. I thought you meant thi 

big volume.

A. So I may begin?

MR.JUSTICE SINGLETON: Thankyou.

A. You have received, Mr.Chairman and Gentlemen, this 

memorandum which is called the Economic Absorptive Capatity 

of Palestine, and since you have received it only a few hours 

ago you have naturally not perused it and there may p ossibly 

be some advantage in it if I give, as short as I can make it, 

a general outline of what has been said in all these pages.
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Thi.e noc.orr.ndu’-,] attempts to rondor it plausible that Palestine

can absorb within a relatively short period, and I shall speak 
of thrt period, a Jewish innigration in the order of magnitude 
of nne million. The nere f c t  that I mention a round amouht 

indicates that it is a general scheme .We are not thinking that 

it must of necessity be one million; it nay be more or somewhat 
less. The Jewish population would in that case, if a million 

were brought in and if it took something like ten years, and I 
shall speak of that too, and if natural increase is taken into 

account would then be something like 1,800,000. These ten 

years I am speaking of are a sort of working hypothesis in order 
to nake calculations on some basis. We can easily conceive of 
circumstances which would render the period shorter and in any 

case it is quite clear th't immigrants when they cone in will 

to a proportion, and it nay bo a substantial proportion, first 
of all be occupied in creating capital assets before they are 

absorbed in the current economy of the country. That being so, 

if circumstances would force us then to force the pace during the 

first years the creation of capital assets, if other circumstances
W 6

could be na.de sufficiently favourable /  would be able to take care 
of a disproportionate part of that one million, neaning a larger 
Part r,ithin tho proportion of the period would mean.

Now if the Agency speaks of absorption,economic absorption, 

what does that mean? Do I make myself clear. I want to make a.n 

laportant point here. Absorption in our eyes means addition. It 

does net mean replacement. There is no absorption in our eyes 

If a nan coming in drives another man out of the country or out 

°f his occupation. The limit of absorptions: I will accept 

lies there, where nobody is driven out and if I may gat away 

for one moment from economic matters, that is not a matter 

°f economics, of political necessity or of expediency; that is 

a hatter, I must put that in, of moral conviction. It is 

fundamental to the morality which Jews- are being taught, that 

they have to b&se their actions on justice, justice shalt thou 

Pursue says the Bible in my translation, Sir. I read it in
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Hebrew, and It is fundamental to us. that it is no good for 
us to talk about econonic absorption if that means transfers, 
driving out of the country, driving out of .occupation, and the 

case which we want to neks is that it is possible to bring in 

c largo number of people cr.v.sinr. no harm to those who are 
there. The economic absorptive capacity of a country, Dr.
Weizmann mentioned that too, is what the people and what the 
authority which a people has entrusted vith the guidance of its 
economic fa e , what they make of it. Of course, the n tural 
conditions of a country, climate, etc. resources, they are 
important| thev are among the determining factors, but they are 
not, as has too often been thought in the past, the 
determining factor. For example, in the country where I was 
born, the Zuyder Zee which is the great inland sea of Holland, 

surely could not provide the population either with wheat or 

with dairy produce. It was a place of brekish water where 

some fish could be caught. It is the people of Holland, it is 
not by sitting down but by doing something about it, it is the 
people of Holland who have reclaimed add are reclaiming that 
territory and adding whole provinces to our country.

Now what in the course of many years a people could make 
out of its territory.is not a thing to be calculated in exact 
figures. If I may mention what has passed through mv mind, 

if Benjamin Franklin at the tine he visited the rulers of 
Europe to plead the cause of his young republic, if he had 
then been asked how many people does he think could the U.S.A. 

absorb until 194-6, he could not have given chapter and verse 
for any sort of prediction which he might have risked, and 

if he had risked a prediction every critic could have torn 

it to pieces.

If we mention one million we do not at all say that that 

is the limit of the absorptive capacity. The figure is 

admittedly arbitrary and has no other meaning than to deny 

figures, ideas, even so-called calculations, estimates, all of 

them low which have been given in the past, all of them based



on physical factors observed at that moment and not always 
correctly observed.

Nov the older appro c'-es to the filing of economic 

absorptive capacity were on the following lines. The physical 
cultivable ar a remaining after providing for the existing 
agricultural population, and that population was supposed to 
continue cultivating the soil in accordance with present 
methods which are not of necessity the methods to which it 
ought or will adhere, that was estimated and then a conclusion 

was drawn as to the additional agricultural population which 
could be sustained on the residual area, and then quite 
independent from such an investigation, some sort of estimate 

was made of the urban population who in an unexplained way might 
accompany that agricultural settlement. That is not our approach. 
Our approach is a different one. What we say is this. Palestine 
we say is on the way towards industrialisation. It has been 

common with a large number of great progressive countries. I 
need not prove it. You have been provided with statistics that 
show it and when you tour the country you will see things for 
yourselves. More than four-fifths of present industry is 
Jewish. Now it is our contention that this industry can be 
vastly extended and we are making it plausible I am not making 
it plausible now, I admit that, but we are making it plausible 
in the memorandum which you have before vou that within a 
measurable period it may b able to ive employment to three 

times the present labour force. It has doubled and trebled 
its capacity of giving employment in the past. I do not rely 
on that only, but it makes it at least plausible that it can 

be done.

If that is so I I shall worry you with as few figures as 

I can, but I shall give a very few - if that is so then industry 

would give employment to 180,000 men and these 180,000 men 

would stand with their dependents for a population of 450,000 

people more or less on the basis of one and one and a half



dependents, 40 per cent, of the population being earners, and 

there would be an element living on mixed farming and citri- 

culture of some 200,000 people. These 200,000 people, and this 

is another point I would liko to drive home if I may, are 

not calculated on the basis that we have been searching for 

physical room, area and water for them, but are calculated on 

the basis that if rithin 1 ,8 0 0 ,0 0 0 people t' re were 200,000 

in agricultural pursuits, the 1,6^0,000 would form a market 

for them on the assumption that only the Jewish market would 

be open to Jewish agriculture. If then we arrive at 200,000 

people living on agriculture, the ques ion will t': en be asked 

is there physical area and water for them. There I have to 

say that is not within my evidence, but evidence will be brought 

before vou ’~hich will show that that Is amply the case and if 

that is amply the case then we may assume these 200,000 • eople.

Hy time is short, I will not continue the argument because 

I have a number of ot'-er thin-s to deal with and whatever I am 

dealing with now ~ou will find in a much more specified way 

in writing and therefore it would be a pity to waste time.

Q. I think it w0Ui(j probably be the most helpful to me, 

Mr.Hoofien, if you would tell us something about your general 

conclusions and "'here we shall find the matter on which you arrive 

at those conclusions. Is that whft S  had in mind?

A. I hrd in mind to -ive 'rou the general outline, The 

general conclusion if this; we cs make it plausible, we 

believe we have done so in that memorandum, that if one million 

people, Jewish immigrants, eg-me into the c'untry in a period 

not longer t' an en years they could be absorbed in the 

economy of this country without causing harm to anybody and 

without displacing anybody. To the explanation of this general 

point that memorandum is devoted.

jUDC-h HUTCHISON: I gather this memorandum the Economic 

Absorptive Capacity of Palestine if the ono • ou are referring to?
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A. That is the I am referring to. I want to make 

only one further point about that, it is this ........

MR.MCDONALD: You hav? used the word '’plausible" two or 

three tines. I Go not b ?lleve it is quite the word you mean. 

Plausible to us connotes ......

MR.JUSTICE -CINGL IT ON: He should know.

.*CD0Na.LD: I had a serious purpose becau e he is using 

a translation. English is not his language and I think plausible 

is not quite what vcu mean, is it?

A. , It is what I moan as far as my knowledge of the 
English language goes.

MR-.JUCT;ICF, F INC L “'TON: The way I would put it - tell me 
if I am right - your conclusion is yor think the country can 
absorb one million in ten years’ time?

A. Yes.

Q. Can absorb, that is how I took it.

A. T>e memorandum say that is a reasonable assumption.
JUDGE HUTCH fON: I think the witness should be allowed to 

use his own language and I appeal to the Chairman.

A. There are two points I wish to make here before I 
leave this subject. The first is this. The proportion of 200,000 

people employed in agriculture as against 1,600,000 people in 

non-agricultural pursuits may look to some people as unhealthy. 

Dr.Weizmann also mentioned the point. You should not forget two 

things. First of all, there will be a large rural population 

which is not actually engaged in agriculture so that the 

proportion between rural and urban population will be far higher 
for the rural than that proportion of 200,000 to 1 ,600,0 0 0. 

That is the first point. The second is that in any case such 

a calcul tion of whet is healthy or not should not be made for 

one part of the population of a country, but for the whole 

country, 'and two thirds of the Arab population are engaged in 

agriculture so that the c untry c? a whole would have still a
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73.
fairly hi nil ratio of agricultural population, and of course 
within that coun ry the Jews are the more industrialised part, 
and th- next point is this. Since the majority and the vast 
majority of the population - that remains a fact - would be an 
urban population, they would come into an economic background. 

Whatever they do are things which are additional to what is 
bein done by the population of the country at this moment there. 

There need be no economic friction whatsoever, I hope you will 
appreciate the point. I know the thing that weighs so heavily 

on your mind, what about the antagonism caused by the fact that 

Jews would come into the country in great numbers. This whole 

urban population would needt no more Physl'cal space than is 
needed for its factories and its residential establishments.

The Commission may when touring the country see the town of Tel 
Aviv. When I came to that town of Tel Aviv 34 years ago it had 
600 inhabitants; it has 175,000 now, and these 175,000 have 

not physically as to space nor in their commercial and industrial 
and other urban pursuits displaced any one man who was in the 
country before. I know that that is part.of a politieal 
argument. It does not dispose of the whole of it, but I do 
contend it is an important contribution and I want to say a 

word more about that. If it is said tha'- any sort of increase, 

noticeable increase, in the Jewish population is bound to arouse 

Arab antagonism, I venture to doubt it very strongly if the 

reference is to the common man. It is very difficult for your 

Committee to probe that during a short visit, but I want at 

least in my wlfp to be helpful to indicate one way in which you 

could get an idea. There are quite a number of administrations 

which use Arab and Jewish labour, I am not speaking of those 

Jewish concerns Dr.Weizmann mentioned, that use Jewish and Arab 

labour together or Jewish and Arab administrative staff. I 

an speaking of various Government Departments, of the post 

office, of the railways, of the Haifa port. I am speaking of big
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cone m s  like the Consolidated Refineries, the various ordnance 

factories whfei militarists for a few years carried on here.

I am speaking of banks like Barclays Bank and the Ottoman Bank.

I am speaking of a big Jewish contracting company, the Soleil 

Boneh. If not all these gentlemen can be called as witnesses 

here, may I make a suggestion, if members of this Committee 

would try and meet people who are in charge of concerns like 

this, they would hear that on the whole there has at all times 

been perfect harmony between those who in their daily tasks are 

working together. You will hear similar things I suppose from 

the Jewish Labour Federation when they will give evidence.

I want to say another thing in this connection. It is 

perfectly clear to the Jewish Agency and to Jewish labour that 

it is in their own interests to raise the standard of living of 

the whole Arab population, peasants and labourers, to their own 

level. I would have liked to elaborate the point but I am very 

much limited in my time. I hope you will accept it from me and 

if it is challenged we shall then revert to it. We have no interest 

in keeping the Arab level, the Arab standard of living down. All 

our interest is to get a society in which harmony reigns by 

lifting that stankard of living. ,

Among the various other points which I had there is 

apparently only one which timb will allow me to deal with. As to 

the others, either this Committee will yet find time to hear 

me if that is possible or they will be presented in writing ....MR.Ju s ti c e s i n g l e t o n -.
Q. We will hear you whatever time is convenient, probably 

Monday morning, if that is convenient to you.

A. Perfectly as far as I an concerned.

Q. You need not think you are limited in time. I hope 

no one will.

A. I am really and sincerely gr:;teful.

Q. I understand that it is the general wish that we rise 

at 4.45 today.
A. I am entirely in your hands.



Q. It ”:as sc put to us. It is a short time. We cannot 

hear you tomorrow so Monday morning is the natural time to 

hear yru again.
A. I may understand that I need not rush too much.

Q. Do not rush at all.

A. Thankyou very much. You will then see vhat you have 

brought on yourself. I shall still do my best to be short.

Shall I take up one rore :oint.

Q. Yes, lease.

A. It may take a bit more than five minutes-. The cuestion 

is vhat is that whole enterprise 'oing to cost and where is the 

none” to come from, I have to deal here with very large amounts, 

that is obvious, and I hope when I shall speak of hundreds of 
millions of £'s that nobody will be frightened.

JUDGE HUTCHESON: We speak only of billions in the United 
States. t-.

A. The Committee may possibly recall Mr.Nathan's calculations. 

The Committee will surely have got the impression that Mr.Nathan 

is not afraid of large numbers and he arrives at an immigration 

of 1,800,000 persons at a figure of £515 millions. You will 

forgive me if I continue to speak of £'s here. The multiplication 

in order to arrive at Dollars is not too difficult. This is 

Mr.Nathan's figure. He has assumed a price level 50 per cent, 

over the pre-war price. That would be £300 millions if that is 

any consolation. You may also recall Mr.Nathan in that report 

mentions the estimate of an economist of the Agency's Economic 

Research Bureau and he arrives at veil over a pre-war figure 

of £400 millions. Now I would have been delighted to present 

this Committee **ith my own estimate of cost, but I am not doing 

to do it. I find it difficult to believe there is a practical 

value in calculations of this kind. I am sure the margins of 

error which Mr .Nathan mentions in his report are much "ider 

than the ten or twenty per cent, which he states. All that these
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fi ur s do is to give an exceedingly rough general ic’ea of the
order of magnitude of the financial proposition with which
we are faced. I have tried to exercise some sort of check on
these figures by trying to make the following practical estimate

based on the past. I have said after all "e have brought in
and settl'd 450,000 people. What has it cost? It would be nice
if I could ansY/er the question, but I cannot answer it in really
reliable figures. 7e know more or less and know beyond more or
less the capital imported into the country during that inter-
v/ar period and during the war period, but we do not know, not

having reliable statistics about it, how much out of the national
income has been saved and invested and ve have to take into account
a very large reserve which we have at present in hand. I shall
not give you the figures which I have put on each of these
factors, but take it together and try to make out therefore what

multiplying
these 450,000 people have cost and . that by 2 point
something I arrive at a figure in the neighbourhood of these 

hundreds of millions which these gentlemen have mentioned. I say 
- do not regret it too much that you are not presented with an 

invoice, one million Jews at so much per head so much money.
It need not be clone in this way because this question of 

enquiring into the cost is not done as a matter of scientific 

curiosity. It is done for a prupose, viz. where are we going to 

find the money. That is a much more practical thing. Since I 

have my eye on the clock, you have not, do you then think this 

is a point where I should stop?
Q. Subject to one thing. You will answer me a question firs .

How long have "ou been in Palestine?

A. 34 years.
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Q. You have bean a ba-k manager?

A. Yes, Sir.
Q. In the bank did you use English?

A. Hebrew.

Q . Hobr aw, generally?

A. Yes Sir.

Q. Ho"’ long have you spoken English?

A. Dutchmen arc educated in several languages.
Q. nglish is one?

A. rlish is one of the important ones.

MR.JUSTICE SINGLETON: I thought so. We will adjourn no 

(The Committee adjourned accordingly.)
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