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Repl i e s  from' Gosernmuqts t o  t h e  Act ing Sec re ta ry -Genera lvs  
. . communication of September 20 th ,  1945. 

The Ast ing S ~ ~ r e t a r g - G ~ n e r a l ' S  o c m u n i c a t i o n  proposad : 

( a )  t h a t  t h e  Supervisory Commission should be au thor i sed  
t o  d i s o u s s  and s o  f a r  a s  f g a s i b l e  fo rmula te  p r o v i s i o n a l  terms 
of t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  United Na t ions ,  on t h e  unders tanding t h a t  
they  would be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f i n a l  d e o i s i o n  of t h e  Assembly 
of t h e  League which should be oonvened e a r l y  i n  1946; 

( b )  t h a t  t h e  Superviso'ry Commission, i n  pursuance of Its 
p r e s e n t  emergency powers, should adopt  t h e  budget f o r  1946 
( o r e d i t s  f o r  t h e  Assembly meet ing;  S e o r e t a r i a t  budget provia- 
i n g  f o r  t h e  maintenar.:,a of t h e  p r e s e n t  n o n - p o l i t i o a l  a o t i v i t i e s ;  
t s r m i n a l  charges  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  and t h e  Permanent Court of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J u s t i c e ;  budget of t h e  z ~ t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Organ- 
i s a t i o n ) .  

The c*mmnniaation conoludad a s  fo l lows :  

"It is  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  I be informe? i f  S t a t e s  Members 
ag ree  w i t h  t h e  programme o u t l i t e d  abcve w i t h  t h e  concurrenoe 
of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Assembly and of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and 
.Vice-Pres ident  of t h e  Supervisory  Conmission. Unless the re -  
f o r e  I r e c e i v e  r e p l i c s  from Govermen t s  bo fo re  October 5 t h  
I s h a l l  assume t h e i r  a s s e n t .  t o  t h e  programmov. . 

Twenty-three r e p l i e s  have bson r e z s i v e l ,  

The g r e a t  ma jo r i ty  accept  t h e  su.-<gestnd programme e i t h e r  
wi thou t  co.,.ment o r  emphasising o e r t a l t i  of t h e  p roposa l s ,  
w h i l s t  s t r e s s i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  n a t u r e  of ar.y 
terms of t r a n s f e r  t h a t  might be forrnuia ted ,  t h e  f i n a l  d e s i s i u n  
r e s t i n t :  w i t h  t h e  Assembly alone.  

The m a j o r i t y  inc ludes  : A u s t r a l i a ,  Belgium, Canada, Cuba, 
Czeahoslovakla,  Denmark, t h e  Dcmfni-.an R e p u b l i ~  ( o n  t h e  
unders tanding t h a t  i t  w i l l  be f o r  t h e  Assembly t o  t ake  t h e  f i n a l  
d e c i s i o n  on a l l  t h e  ques t ions  r o f e r r e d  t o ) ,  Prance ,  Indla ,  
I r a n ,  ( i f  t h e  me j o r i t y  aq reea )  , Luxemburg, Mexizo, Nom~sy, New 
Zealand,  Panama, Por tuqa l ,  ~ % i t z e r l a n d ,  Turkey. 

The High Commissioner of tho  Union of South Af r i ca  i n  
London made t h e  fo l lowing comments f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the 
Supervisorp  Commission : 

 

 

 



"My GxernmenS agree  t h a t  t h e  Supervisory  Cornmissinn 
t is probably t h e  b e s t  body t o  d i s c u s s  and f o r n u l a t e  provision- 

' a 1  t e r n s f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of a s s e t s  of t h e  League t o  t h e  
h new United Nat ions  Organisa t ion.  They a r e ,  however, ne tu re l -  

l y  concerned a t  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of a d Q i t i o n a 1  f i n a n o i a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  League, having rega rd  t o  t h e  f a o t  t h a t  
t h e  bulk  of  t h e  f i n a n o i a l  burden d u r i n g  t h e  war y e a r s  f e l l  
upon t h e  B r i t i s h  Commonwealth. My Government cons ide r  t h a t  
no t  only should  expenses be kep t  t o  an a b s o l u t e  minimum but  
t h a t  an  endeavour should be made t o  r e c o v e r  ou t s t and ing  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of o t h e r  Lember S t a t e s .  They f e e l  t h a t  reoovery 
of t h e s e  a r r e a r s  would pro?ably  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  League having 
subst .ant ia1  funds a t  i;s d i s p o s a l  wi thou t  having t o  e a l l  
upon S t a t e s  which have borne t h e  burden dur ing  t h e  war 
year?  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

"It oocurs  t o  m e  t h a t  It may be pose ib le  t o  o3nvene 
an informal  meeting of London Repreaen ta t ives  or t h e  pr in-  
c i p a l  c o n t r i b u t o r y  S t a t e s  some t ime nex t  month ( i n  any 
case  be fo re  t h e  meet ings  of t h e  United Nat ions  P repa ra to ry  
Commission, i f  p o s s i b l e ) ,  t o  r e c e i v e  and comment upon any 
t e n t a t i v e  p roposa l s  which t h e  Supervisory  Commission may 
have i n  mird f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  problems a r i s i n g  out  of 
t h e  t r a n s f e r  of L e a o e  a s s e t s  and a l s o  a r i s i n g  from t h e  
need f o r  a ? d i t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

"I s h a l l  be g r a t e f u l  t o  l e a r n  whether  you oonsider  it 
p o s s i b l e  t o  proceed w i t h  ':his s u g g e s 2 i 0 r . ~  

Sweden h a s  no objecClion t o  t h e  Superv i so ry  Commission 
en te r i i l g  i n t o  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  Exeautive Committee of t h e  
Uni ted  Nations concerning t h e  p o s s i b l e  t r a n s f e r  and t o  t h e  
Assembly belzlg :sonveiled eerl-. ir. 1946 t o  t ake  s ' f i l ' s l  dec i s ion  
concerning t h e  League's a c t i v i t i e s .  The Sweeish r e p l y  adds: 

"The Swedish Government r e s e r v e s  i t s  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  
o t h e r  ques t ions  r a i s e d  i n  pour l e t t e r ,  which, i n  i t s  
opinion,  might be d i scussed  by t h e  Assembly". 

Belgium, 'while approving t h e  procedure proposed, both 
a s  t o  the  p e p a r a t i o n  of a  p l an  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  and a s  t o  
t h e  budget f o r  1S46, s u g g e s t s ,  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  budget,  t h a t ,  I n  
view c f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Assembly is  t o  beconvened a t  an  e a r l y  
d a t s  " t h e  S u p e r v i s ~ r y  C r m i s s i o n  should  u t i l i s e  t h e  exoep t iona l  
powers which have been confe r red  upon i t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  r a t i f i c a -  
t i o n  by t h e  Assembly." 

Colombia cons ide r s  t h a t  it w i l l  be f o r  t h e  General  
Assembly of t h e  United Nat ions  t o  make re.>ommondations r ega rd ing  
t h e  t r a n s f e r .  With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  payment of  t h e  contr ibu-  
t i o n -  ncessary  f o r  t h e  meet ing of t h e  Assembly of t h e  League of 
Nat ions ,  tha Colombian Governmant i s  making e n q u i r i e s  a s  t o  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  ohich t h e  American natior.3 i n t e n d  t o  adopt.  A s  
r ega rds  t h e  budget of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Organ i sa t ion ,  
i t  r e f e r s  t- A r t i c l e  17, paragraph 3,  of t h e  Uni t ee  Nat ionsT 
Char t e r  and assumes t h a t  the General  Assembly of t h a t  Organiea- 
t i o n  w i l l  approve t h s  budgets  of t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  agenoies.  

 

 

 



v : t T e l e f r d n  d e s p b t c h e d  to S t a t e s  L:crnb~rs of  t h e  I p a ~ u e .  

S E M i  l .ESTER 

A C T I N G  SECRETARY-GENERAL 

%.SEKEI~CE 14Y TPL.RGR!.M OC'I'OBER 17th IKFO3.51h'G YOU W T  

P i l 0 C E D L . T  I l iOPOSt 'D TO STAPZS.IFu:kEl iS  O F  LF;%Gi;ENI;TICr!S I N  \'.Z 

TELEGW.! SEi'TBXHER 20th itrA'AS CONSIEERED GBiZIIALLY LCCEFTASLX I 

IUVZ Tf-ZE HOKCUH T O  IKFOXlJ  VGU TIikT TH?i SUFERVISORY C0173SSIOI . J  

TIT  FURSU-4KCE O F  I T S  PFE?RGERCY P0:'X;LS :'AS E;C:"i X D X A  !LOST DETAIL.ED 

EXQ~'1NLTICN O F  S Z T I ~ V L T E S  AM) ON USDE33TAP:DIb'G T I X T  ANY E X C E S S  

P n O V I S I C l  FCR PERSOIQEL ETCSTER.4 TmSFEZRI?D TG UN0 W I L L  EE 

CREDITZD TO CCNTRI&-TCiG S T A T E S  APPROVED BUDGET FOR 1946 ':.XICH 

.mOUNTS 7'0 1 7 , 8 8 3 , 8 4 9  5 ' / I S E P 2 : J C S  OR 1 2 , 6 4 9 , 3 6 3  GOLDFFWh'CS S T O P  

T H I S  SEUJIS INCREASE O F  3 , 0 1 5 , 4 4 0  S'+JISSFF1ANCS OVER C R E D I T  FOR 1 9 4 5  

EUT I D L W  YCLT AAT?3?~TIOK T O  FACT THAT THE ENTIRE INCRZASE IS 

IdOiiE T I U N  ACCOUblTY'D FOR BY T!:O EXCEPTIONAL C R E D I T S  T O T G L I N G  

3 , 4 6 2 , 6 1 9  S':IISSFHiNCS A S  FOLLCI'S F'IFSTLY 1,470,305 S 7 ~ V 1 3 S F ~ ~ C 3  

FOR D I S C W G E  O F  CONTFtACTUhL L I A B I L I T I E S  I N  ::'IILTDINr-UP SECXE- 

TESIIJ-T !.FIND COURT SECO??DLY 1 , 9  9 2 , 3 1 4  SK'ISSFRF~~V:CS FOR S E T T L I N G  ON 

X CG?.PROl?ISE E A S I S  C L 1 I M  OF F R E S I D E N T  M D  JUDGES OF COVET FOR 

ARRS.?S O F  S X W . Y  NCT P A I D  FOR TB? YEARS 1 9 4 1 / 1 9 4 5  I N C L U S I V E  

TBE D I S C F D G E  07 '!ZiICH CLAIM F R I O R  T O  E S T A E L I S E E K T  U N 0  ;VAS 

SPECIALLY RECO?.QERDZD BY E;CECUTIVE C O I C I T T E E  U N 0  S T O P  D E S P I T E  

T F E S E  E;;CE?TIOKkL C m - R G E S  I N  1946 AS THE NUKBER OF U N I T S  O F  

CC1,TTRIRUTIGK MS B E W  INCREASED a Y  FORTY-FIVE Z S D  KC'.'/ Ab!OUNTS T O  

4 6 6  TFiE VALVE O F  THE U N I T  IS  3 8 , 3 7 7 . 3 5  SA'ISSFRAh'CS FOE 1946 A S  

COIG'ARED WITH 35,316.90 S v V I S S F X m C S  F02 1 9 4 5  AN Ih'C??EASE OF  8.66 

PERCEKT S T O F  ON F.IS B A S I S  T E E  COXTRIEUTIOR O F  YOUR GOXBh?LEKT 

MIOUKTS T O  C O L 3 F i U X C S  OR 

S . V 1 S S F W T C S  YHICH I F  PREFZRRED Cm B E  P A I D  I N  S T E R L I N G  OR 

DOLLARS A T  TH!3 R4TY O F  EXCHANGE ON DFiTE O F  PAYM3JT S T O P  FtEPOFdT 

OF SITPERVISORY C O l ~ ! . I S S I O ~  .mD BUDGETS D S S A T C E D  T O  YOU BY 

C e r t i f i e d  o f f i c i a l  28 .XI .45 .  
B u d g e t  i t e m  13.C.2. -'---"-- 
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