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flinutes of a llceting held in the Seorectary-General's Room,

on Wodnesday, 3rd December 1919, at 3.30 p.m.

Presant: e T
The Seerctary-General; gy
Sir Herbert Ames; st
ilr. Colban;
Dr. wvan Harel;
Ir. Mair;
Captain Welters.

1 The Seeretary-General said thet llonsieur llantoux, who arrived

from Paris ycsterday, and who he had hoped would heve boen able 0
attend this afternoon’s mecting, had scen lcnsieur Berthelot Jjust
before he left, and the latter still thought that tho deposit of
ratifications might take place ebeut Dcoeomber 15, as the Germens
woudl probably give way without much further trouble. This, however,
wes only lonsicur Berthelot's privete opinion, and the Secreotary-
General did not fully agreoc with it.

He understood that there was some feeling in French official
circles that the International Seerctariast d4id not necd to be on

anything like the seale now plannecd, or to consist of men of any

eminence. Their idea wes that intcrnational cooperation should be

effeoted through continusl meetings of responsible statesmen, and
that a Scoretariat was requircd only to note down decisions srrived
et at thosc meetings, He did not think that this idea necd be takon
very seriously, but perhaps some counter-propaeganda might be uscful.
Those who thought on theso lines entirely failed to realise the vast
number of subjects whieh tho Covenent and the “reaty placed under
the direotion of the Leagne. It might perkeps be worth while now
privately to point out the number and veriety of these:-disarmement,
health, arms traffie, lebour, mendates, ete., etc.

Ce Brussels Conference. The results of this were not yet known.He

feared that the discussions right be carried on in too great an at -
mosphere of idealism.

wr, air said that lMonsieur Comert was at Brussels, and on his
return/




return would draw up and circulate an account of the meeting.

3. Dr, van Hamel said that in Hollend, on his recent visit, he

had found the Duiteh amazed &t the action of the United States, but
not, he thought, likely to change their intention of joining. Ger-
man propaganda in Holland seemed if anything to be in favour of
Holland's joining, and the Dutch Socialists, unlike the Swiss So-
cialists; were pro-Lsague, There was still a strong stresm of anti-
Ally propoganda in Holland, from German sources.

The Dutch were thinking very much of disarmament, and he feared
that it would be a great disillusionment if the League did not handle
this question at an early date.

A somewhat lengthy discussion followed on the general subject
of'disarmament, in which it was urged that, though\ the present moment
might be inopportune, it might be of advantage to appoint & smaell sec-
tion of the Secretariat to make a preliminary study of the questions
involved.

-

The Secretary-General thought that without doing this it would

be quite possible to have a scheme prepared for submission to tre
Council, if the Council should ask for it, and promised to have such

a scheme outlined for further consideration.

4, Sir Eerbert Ames said that, now that so many South American

States had indicated their intention to Join, he thovght perhaps
SOmé use might be made of this faot in the American press.

The Secretary-General remarked that the attention of Messrs.

Fosdick and Sweetser hsad already been drawn to this fact; and, though
they had no doubt made use of it, it kes he feared had little if any

effect. Nevertneless he agreed that it might be useful for the In-

formation Seciion to bring it to the notice of some of the americen

Press men in Tondozn.

Sunderland Housec,
Carzon Street,
kendoa, W. 1.

4th December, 1919.







