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of & sleeting held in the becretary-Gencral's Room

on Jednesday, 17th December, 1.19, at 4 p'clock, p.m,

Present:-

The weeretary-ageneral. 1
|#CTION
Monsieur Colban, -~y

slonsieur Comert. ! ()F)\l
Mr. Salter, :
Vr. vann Hamel.
Captain Gilechrist.
Captain iwialters.

) 1 The tceretary-General said that the coming into force of the

reace Treaty sesmed at last to be in sight, snd would rrobably take
place before or on Januery 1, Presi‘ent .Jilson would probably call
the first moeting of the Couneil for about seven days later. 5L
Lomert said that this notice wo.ld engcble his section to make all
necessary arrangements,

-

2 +he United otates sit.ation., Sweetser had telegraphed on the

16th in & fairly hopeful tone, Thet, however, was before the announce- 4
ment from the white House that the President wzs not prepared to com-
promise,

S The question of whether the secretariast shoul: go temporarily to
Bruscels was much affected by the decision of ithe United States., If

the U.5. were going to join whole-heartedly in the Lesgue and make the
wouncil its channel for dealing with internationsl afiairs. it would

be safe to go straight to Geneva, because the cooperation of the

-

United States was so necessary to Jurgpean countries that their lead-

ers would go to whatever wlace they would find a plenipotentiary of

the United States. If,however, she did not join, or joined e¢nly in
name, the League would have to re 1y muainly on the western lowers. A
meeting such as thet which had just taken place bet.een iir, Lloya
vYeorge and Monsieur Clemencesu in London could hardly be hoped for
at Geneva. If the League were there, it would probsbly be ignored,
antG the Prime Liinisters would meet in £s London, They would

however, he thought, be willins to go E 2] The matter,
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could not be scttlcd until the deeizion of the United
&3 was known. Colon:l House was vory strongly opposcd to &
temporery hosdquarters at Brussels. £ faotor whiok might meke &n
carly scttlement neccssary wes thot of thc Teoour Organissetion. He
hed not had zn oppertunity of discussing with onyone rcturned from
Taghington which pleec would be the better from their point of view.
The British Tredcs Union people scemod to be strongly in foyour of

Brusgels.,

L.. The issistant Tibrarien, Miss Wilson, had now srrived, There
wes sore question &3 to what system of cetzloguing shculd be wdopted.
Miss Wilsen wsgs strongly in fovour cof the "Gongress" system, but the
greater pert of the big Luropcen Libraries heve sdoptcd the "Dewcy"
gystem. If wo finully decided to treat the Institut Tnternationel
de Bibliographie tt Brussels &s the goncral ceteloguing orgenisation
of the Lecgue end to pey & subvention to it sacordingly, wo might
perhaps find thet we cught to edhere to the seme mcthod which they
uscd. Miss Wilson wes now cbout to visit thet Institute et Brussels

tnd glso the Law Litrery at the Hogue.

b. Dr. ven Hurcl raised & general prineiple in connection with the

plans for the Trernsit Commission. The #ochome for this organisetion,
a8 foer thst on heslth and perhaps the future coonomis organisction
ete., were &ll morc or less coplcs of the Lebour part of the Treaty,
with & permanent boedy ond periedicul oonfcrenccs. He gquzstiened
whethor this was not s somewhut top-heevy arrengement in the cesce of
institutions whese subjost-ratter was compsratively unimportent frem
a political point of view. He did not like the idea of large Con-
ferenscaes on teshnical subjcots vocting on the provisions of draft
oonventions submittcd te them.

Mr. Saltor said thaet the ides hud ocourred to him alse. There

were twe aspeots in perticular thet ought to be considered:-

1. In the oage of the Institute of agrioulturc there wes u per-
renent Committee residing away from its cwn ocountry wund detached
from the Govermmental Departments dealing with the same subjoot-

matter, while its members were well-known experts end hed not -eneugh

to do. This wes ¢ bad exemple.

In/
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In purtllel ocu8c¢d gome errongement should be mude by which
rembcrs of the rermuiacnt Committec would scrve purt of their time
at home.

2. a8 1t necessary to call an &ssembly of all nations for work
Sucn 83 the Transit Commission would be dealing with? Could not s
-8ufficicnt universality of reprcserntation bo got:
(a) by changing the members of the pormanent Committoe;
(b) by convéning ad hog Confeorences on the initiative either

0f tho permuamcat Committce or of a ccrtain proportion of
its mombers.

Tho Secrctary-Gencral seid that he agreed with much that hed

been 3aid. One could not trest all these proposcd institutiens on
the 3ame lines. Yor instanco, while the proposcd Health Organi-
sation followeé the Lebour plen faeirly olosuly, with rcgard to Tran-
81t an. important di’ference was contemplated - viz:. that the Secere-
teriat of the Transit Cormission would be cotually members of che
International Scoretariat of the League. He montioned in this con-
ncotion that thc Isbour officials wore thinking of using the servi-
ccs of the goneral scetions of the Intornationsl Secrotariat - €,
those dealing with law, finance, information.  His view in goneral
was thet it waes best to let such organisations develop autonorously

but keep in relationship more or loss close with the Secreterict.

6, Mr. Salter said that the greatest danger which the League had

to face was, that when tho Couneil bogan to meet, they would fail to

hold real discussions such as those reccntly held in Tondon. He had
hsard reports of & proposcd development of tho Vorsailles Seerctariat
a3 the Secretarist of further mecetings of thc same kind. He hoped
thet these reports werc bascd on s misapprehension of the proposals

to extend the existence of the Verssilles ililitary Council.

7. The question was discussed as to whether it might be desireable,
when the Traaty had come into force, for representutives of the
League to go to America (on the invitation of tr. Scnate) to prescrs
the cese frorm the point of view of Burope.. Some such idee was sup-

_ported by Dr.. ven Hamel and Sir Hcerbert Ames, <nd was opposcd by the

Socretary-Gonoral /
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Secretary-Generel, lir. Colban end Cuptain Gilchrist,

& Sir Herbert ames 3aid that he would very soon nced somec more

mONGy.

It was docided that, if any new cevent of importance occurred,
such as the fixing of e date of tho coming into force of the
Treaty, the next meeting should be held on :londay, Deccmber 25.

Otherwige, it should be postponed until the following week.

Sunderland House,
Curzon Strect,
London, W.1.

18th Decerber, 1919.







