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Confidential } b/x

SOCISTE DES NATIONS, LZAGUD O® NATIONS.

Disbn.l0.19/10/4.

Minutes of a lieeting held in the Secretary-General's Room

on Jednesday, 10th December,1919, at 3.0.p.m.

Pregent: - The Seoretary-General,
r. Nitobe,

b, Van Hamel,
AGT! ON i Oomert(j
ey Mt el velt,
C‘JJPY Bir H. Ameg,
e Uolban,
Captain Waiters.

i The Sacretary-General said, as regards the coming into force

of the Peace Treaty, that he had nothing to report beyond what was
probebly already knowa, viz. thaet owing to modifications made in
the protocol presented to the Germen Government for sigrature, the
Germans scemed to be likely to sign by the end of the week.M.Monnet,
however, thought it would not be quite so soon.

As regards the First Meeting of the Council, the present pro-
posal was that the President should be left a certain amount of
letitude. It would be necessary to avold hclding it exactly at
Caoristmas time, and therefore if the Germans Signed this week, and
the Treaty came into foroe imrediastely, it might be desirable to
hold it on about the 20th December. If it came into force later,
the FPirst ifeeting would have to be put off tiil later.

to be seen
2 There was no change in the situation in America. NoO one scem=
ed to kunow what wes the exact meaning of the President's refusal to
refer the Treaty back to the Serate. It might mean that he iantend-
ed to fight for the Treaty as it stocd; or it might be that compro-
mise negotiations were now going on between the Senate leaders.
Governmsrt ¢ireles both in Tundon and in Paris were in favour of

the aceeptance if necessary of the Ledge reservations practically

&8 toey stuod with omission of thes preamble. This on account of

the economic and financial situation, to which-any solution without

the help of the Uni%ed States would be hardly practiceble.

3. In the discussion of the Adriatic gquestion, there is now a
favoursvle prospect of a settlement. There arose in this
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(iwuwyjan a question of whether the Ileague could be considercd as &

personaiity or ghould be locked on a3 consisting - 1like g. club - of
its individual rerbers and as anable, therefore, to exXeroise sover-
gignivy. He personaily, &8s glso Dr. Van Hamel, held the latter view.
1f tlhe TLeague gave protection, tha®t protecitlon was given by its

various members, and the Teague as guch could not exercise soverelign-

ty.

4. In reply %o & quesbion &8 10 the meaning of .r. Bonar Law's
atgtement in the House of Commons repor ted in that morning's paper,
vizm trat the guesgtion which, if any. of the principsl provisions
of the Peace Treaty would be sffected in the ovent of Americe mnod
being a party to the Teague of Natioms, nould only be enswered after
careful investigation by legel experts, the Sooretary-General said
that, in his opinion, My, Bonar Law wad referring to matters such
ag the constitution of commnissions set up by the Treaty, and that
his answer ¢éid not mean that, the British GCoverement was confidering
the question of abendoning the Leaguc.
5. Mr. Salter said he nad attended the meebtings of the Economic
gouirteil at Rome. One thing became clear, namely that that Counnecil
now nad very 1littie powser for son that it had no money at its
It was dismussed whether it sh continue or come 1O
and it was decided thatd it should comtinnue till Januery £0
there should be no break between it and any body the League
set up to teke its place. It oould not, however, do anything
that
impor“ent, and it was the unanimous viow»if and when the League did
set up & s2CCestor, the Deonomic Council should drop oudb éntirely,
except for ome of 1S subsidiasry bodies, nemely the Consultative
Fool Commituee. This is an executive body tarough whioh Allied

-

puxchases of . are maas, and most. af -those pr

+his work ougut to continue t0 be done enbtirely cutside the Lesgue
by a purely Allied body.

Of the speaial maticrs discussed, the most urgent, apart frcm

trat of the Italisn aval situation, was the plight of Austria. The

? &
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The Economic Council reported that thoy could do nothing as long
28 they had no funds at theoir dispossal. The Supreme Council re-
garded the Reparstions Commission as responsible but the latter
scemed to be vague as to its responsibility. The matter was
now being discussedt in Paris, snd Dr. Renner was going there per-
gonally. hile he (iir.Salter) was in Paris, ¢ Austrian Economic
Delegaute came to see him to find out whether the Teugue could do
anything to help thomf He ssked what Austris regurded as necess-
ary to help towerds a lasting solution of her extraordinartly
diffiecult cconomio position, but to this the Delegate was frankly
uneble to reply. Her present neeG, of eourse was for food end
raw materials. Her situation is appalling. Even on the rationsg
which have been kept up this year over BOﬁ of the children are
suffering fror discases due to stasrvetion. Thosc rations are now
reduced, and there is every prospect of their being reduced still
further.

After the meeting of the Economic Council, he had spent four
or five days going thoroughly into the situation and organisation
of the Institute of Agriculture. He was preparing a full report
which he would circulate when complete.

6. He then visited Paris in order to try and find out how far
there was in existence maschinery for cxecuting thc economic parts
of the Pcace Treaties. For it was to be feared that odd jobs for
which no one was responsible would devolve upon the League. llan
problems were alrcady arising out of the said economic provisions,
as, for example, the question whedther German customs duties, which
by the Treaty ere not to exececed those existing in 1914, could be
levied at the pre-war value of the mark, or the present valuec.This
was & most difficult question. He had been disturbed to Tind that
thero was no mechinery to deal with such matters or to give advice
to the Ambassadors' Conference which would certainly require it.
Ts In & visit t0 the occupied territories of Gormany, he hsd
found both British and Amecricans were very anxious about one gues-

tion, which they regurdecd as being of great importance for the

future psace of Zurope. This was the question of the introduction
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of black troops into a pert of the occupied torritory for vhich it
wes understood thut arrangcronts are alfcady boing made.

8, ho work nrepsred in the Economic snd Tinsnce Scetions on ques-
tions of currency ousht, he thought, to be publishcd, and this

shouid be done in two languages - i.c. by a Freach firm, gnd by some
guch Tirm as llacmillan's, which was established both in Great Britain
and in the United Staties. He would like to be adle to got on with
the printing otc. so that the work might be ready in January,

thought that, as it was purely objective in nature, there was little

risk of the Council turning it down. The Seccrectary-Goneral thought

that suthority for publication could bé got at the First liceting of

the Council, end that it would be fairly safe to get the work into
proof-Lorm.

s i, Comert -had onc point to mention with regard to. the Brussels
Conference. It was theroe decided that there should be -a Union ef
Tsague of Nations Associations with headquarters and a secrctariat,
He would 1like to find a national of a neutral country to be the
griding spirit of the Socretariat of this Union. HMr. Colban asked
whether this work csuld not be OOmbined with Dr. Lange's positi~m

as Secretary of the Inter-Parliamentary Union which had its seat in
Brussels, The Secretery-Genersl thought thet it would be very use-

and Sir Herbert Am expressed agreement

AL

ful to combine the two,
with thils, as Dr. lange was a first-rate man &nd his Union worked on
lines very similar to those proposed for the new organisstioan. Also
he was personally very much in sympathy wi the Teague.
10. Il. Comert roferred to . Clemenceau'’s visit to London and
thought that it was untrue that he was coming here to discuss the
League of Nations or the situation with regaxd to Germany. He
would be disgcussing chiefly economic guestions, The Secretary--

ral thought the sarc, but the gquestion of the league might ccome

11 1adircg vly .,

Sunderland FEouse,
Curzon Street,
London, W.1.







