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SOCI’E’:} Dt NATIONG. LisrGUE OF NATIONS.
CON#TDONTTAL

Disbn. Ne., 19/10/2.

Minutes of & lieeting held in the Sesretary-General's

Room, on Jednesday, 26th November,1919, at 3,30 p.m.

Present: -
The Secretary-General.
Dr. Nitobe.
S3ir Herbert Ames.
sMr. Colban.
Nr, hsir.
Captain Walters.

1. The Secretary—-General said that the chief point of interest

was still the situastion in the United states. The letters which he had
received frem ilr. Ecsdicﬁ were very gloomy, and inclined to the view
that the Treaty and the League would be the points upon which the next
Presidential election would turn, and that thus nothing could be
finally settled before November 1920, This was not borme out by the
views expressed by ir. Polk, or the information sent from Washingten
by Lord Grey. They both expected a comprcmise - that is, if the Pre-
sident would jeld at all. The great danger lay in the fact that both
sides seemed@ to think it a favourable ground to fight the electioun on.
His personal opinion was, that it wo:ld be much better to have America
in, even with at first very stiff reservations, than that she should
stay out of the League altogether.

2o Coming into Porce of ithe Tresty. The Supreme Couneil's hope that

it would come into force on December 1lst had not been recanted; but it
was evidently hopeless, The impression in Government clrcles here was
that it would not come into force before January lst,.

ifr, Mair said the."Morning Post" hud published this date some

and c:plained that it was what their corresponacnt had heard

The Secretary-General said there was sozething to be said for a

fixed date, and one which made some appeal to the popular iragination,
Iir Polk had definitely agreed that the President should summon
the Jouncil to meet twe days after the coming into force of the Tre
first Council meeting ai¢ not take place before January 3,

question/
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question arose whether we ought to adhere to the strictly limited
hgenda for the meeting ar to think of extending it. On th: whole, ha
was inclined to adhere to the existing plan, especially as it would
be difficult, if it were decided to extend the hgenda, to settle what
additional subjects should be brought in. The Counecil could, if thsy
wished, discuss informally where the next meeting should be, and wha

Agenda it should take.

¥r. Colban agreed with this view, In particular, he thought it
inadviscable for the Council to discuss the Saaf Basin Governing Com-
mission witnout having time to think it over Tfirst. Otherwise, we
should be faced by mejority decisions - which, tbough in theory valid,
would in practice be disastrous,

On the question of publicity, the Secretary-General said that

he hoped we should get the Council to agree beforehand to the admission
of the press. Could we make out s good case in the Press for thus
limiting the Agenda?

kr wair said he felt no doubt on this point. The League, as
deocratic institution, must provide its own material to work on.
felt sure that we should have a cordial reception from the Press. The
only difficulty he ever met with was the shortage of information to

give them,

O Ehe Secretary-Genersl said that the Foreigu Office had received

a telegram, which he had not yet seen, from Switzerland, saying that
the Swiss Government was most anxious to Join the League as guickly

as possible. une did not know the reason for this, but thought it

might possibly be due partly to an interview which he understood

onsieur Bourgeois had given to a Belgian newspaper man, in which he

€aid thet the headquarters of the Leazue would be at Brussels until
ready, The telegram seid that the owiss Government had

waived the stipulation that the referendum should he he held until

the five Irincipal Allied ¢ Ag l& Powers ha¢ ratified

Treaty.
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‘ Ho was anxiius to hear the views of the mecting on the

gquestion of whether Brusscls should be the Leaguo headquarters for about
cighteen months or two years. During that pericd, the working of the
League would depend very much on the c¢lose coonergtion of the Western
Powers. PFor sll the Western caﬁitdls, Brussels was much meore convenien
that Geneva, while, for the mcre distant ones, the difference of a
hours either way was.of no account. On the other side might be urged:
(1) that it was better to get settled down whers we meant to stay;
(2) that the more radiocals eloments, particularly in America, might say
that this actica showed the League to be a league c¢f victorious Allies.
From the practical point of view, he thought tke gain outweighed the
disadvantages.

e
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greatly superior. Geneve went by Central Europeen time, which was
distinetly a handicap for dealing with America. In the United Xingdom

Brussels would be more popular as a capital than Genevi,

The Secrstary-lensral sald that it was essential that it shouid
be madec perfeotly clear that we were eventually going to Gencva.

Mr. Colban said that, as regards the ex-neutral powers, he
thought that there would be no objection, UNor did he think it would hurs:
from the puint of view uf the accession of Germeny.

Sir Herbert Ames said that from the American point of view he

thought Geneve much the better. Over there they thougkt of Geneva as
neutral, and of Brussels as being full of hats against the Central
European Powers. Could eventual German members of the Secretariat or a
German delegation reside in Brussecls?

The Secretary-General said that evidently no decision on the

matter cculd be reached until it was certainly known what the United Stutlses
would do. The guestion was raised as 10 whether the metter would have +to
ke settled in the Council Tty unanimous vote, or whether it could be

treated as s ratter of procedure.

Sir Herbert Ames./




Sir Herbert Ames said that ke foared it would be diffionlt,

once 1n Brussels, to leave 1t. The same erguments as applied tolay
would apply twd yesrs henae.

The Secretary-Genersl thought that in two yeers the Leaguo

would have greater drawing power than now, Cermunieations, too, with
Goneva would be much better than at present, and the politisal cenire
9f gravity would be shifted furtheor eastward. Referense wes mads 5o
the park and builldings whieh the Belgian Government hed offcred to the
Lecagues It appeared doubtful whether they wculd lend them for vhat was
avewedly only & temporery ocoupstion,

4

that reports agrced that this wes going well, and the commuriques had

much improved, as the result of licnsieur ilonnet's telegram.

Mr. Mair saia'that since the improvement in the oommuniqués

very good publielty had beon givem to the Confercnee, Even the "Daily

Horald" had a leading artielc on it,

5, Finenos. B8lr Herbort Ames thought we sould carry om until

the Treaty eame inte force in January, if it should be rostponed until
then. He hoped that some of the letters recentliy sent out would
prcduoe'écme results, He had reseived a bill drafted for the French
Perliement, providing for a part of the French Govermment's ocntribution

to the Lesgue, but he did not know whether it had been passed or not.

6. Mr, llsir said that Monsieur Cemert was going to Brussels on
Saturday for the meeting of the Ioague of Naticns Societies, such as

the League of Natisns Union, stc.

Ty Mr. Cclban said that he had received confidentially

informaticn that the Vorwegian Covernment would postpone considerztion
of Nerwe;r's joining the League until Jenuary. The reasons for this he
dod not know, but ther were probably: (1) <the attitude of the United

States, and (2) the postponement of the coming into force of the Troaty,

Some /




Some discussicn followed on the effect of the American
reservations, if passed, on other Powers. Thay would presumably
have the right tu reconsider their position, and to make reservaticns
of their own. What would be the pcsition of the thirteen invitea

States? The Secretary-General said that this was a nice point,

because these thirtean States had te acccde withcul reservalion,

which was not strictly true of the signatories. [he Chilian Goverh-
ment, in declaring its acdhesion, ressrved the right toc ccnsider any
reservaticns mads by other members in joingug the Leagua. Jiu doubt
other invited States would have the right %o do the same. As regardc
the ‘signatories, it appeared that those who had ratified without

reservations could not now go back on thst decision.

B Dr., Nitebe said that he had seen Admiral Sir J. Parry,
and also Sir Williem Cullins. The former is Ysking steps te draft
a Convention relating to the Hydrographie Bureau. He intended to
grrange an interview between Admiral Parry's representative and

Dr. Van Hamel on his Teturn. On tha guestion of whsther such a
Ccnvention ought to be nu% forwsrd by a Government, the
Secretary-General cxprosscd the ovinion that this would mosh
naturally be done by the Govermment in whose capitel it was

firgt prcmoted -~ i.e., in this case, Great Britain.

Sunderlsnd House,
Curzciu Street,
ILONDON, W. l.

27th KNovember, 1919.







