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ACT ON! Confidentisal
Q 0 Py }, . IZAGUE 0. NATIONS.

Disbn.No. 19/10/1.

SOCTRTE DRS NATEQN

of a lleeting held in tne Secretary-General's RooOm,On

Tednesdsy, 19th November, 1919, at 3.30 p.m.

The Secretary-Genersal;
Monsieur Lonnewd;

Dr. NitlObe;

Sir Herbert Ames;

¥Mr. Colban;

llonsieur Comerdt;

Dr. Van Hamel;

Captain iValters.

1. The Secretery-Genersl said that it seemed likely that

the coming into forse of the Treaty would be still fur ther delay-
gd. Captain Gilchrist had written & few days ago saying that 1t
would probably not take place boiore Decocember 187, Since then
he had seen an authority at trhe British War Office, who thought
1t would probably bc delaycd until December 105. The reasons
given were (1) tke necessity of negotiating witk the Germans the
protocol drawn up to ensurc fulfilient of the asrmistice conditicus;
and (2) the desire to know what the United States would do, Tho
real reason prcbably was that the srrangements were not complele
for the necessary despatch of troops.

The situation in the United States was far from clear.
Mr. FPosdick had written that the feeling against the President was
very strong.

R Fe referred to the communique from the ILabour Conferencs

déted November 18th, whiok stated that "a resolution arising from

spontaneous expression of opinion eranating from workers and employ-
ers alike called for the formetion of & Health Section in the Inter-
national Health Office". This to some extent clashed with the
Health schome which was now being prepared by the Scoretariat, in
which cldse cooperation with Labour was provided for. He propased
to cable to Ur. Butler suggesting that the resolution at the

Conference/
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Conference should take & form which recognised tae existenca of our
plan for an Internationsi Health

Sir Herbert imes remarked that b Nique seemod 1o
indicate the eclhieverent of & great success wen Ly cooperation, and
in wiew of the recent failure of the Confercnoe between the United
States employ and workers, this was a vory striking fact.

~tary-General esgreed, and said that he hoped it

this achievement Tully notviced in the Press,

the reaching ¢f an agreement be-

and Western countrics as rcgards child labe

3 Harbert Awes said that the financial situation had

o
L

been very much clearcd today by & letter from Mr. Butler, in which
he said that the sum of 50,0C0 dcllars already advanced by the
League, ygether with tae appropriaticn of 63,000 dollars voted by
Qongress, would probably cover the whole expenditure of the Con -
ference and no further &erand would probably be made.

He referred to the question of asking the British
Dominions for their contriktutions. He thought thet the legsl
position as repards Cenada was guite clear. So far ss Cenade was
goncerned, the King hed signed the Treaty under advice from the
Cenedian Executive, whickh in its turn had been sustained by &
majority in Parliament. It was decided that the financlal posi-
tion should be carefully watched but that for the moment further

action was unnecessary.

4, Mr. Colban mentioned the position of the Leaguc with
reference to Bupen and ilalmedy. The President oi the Peace (on-
ference hed sent a letter to the chief German delegatc in which he
saemed to consider that the ILeague must take &en interest in the ox-
pression of public cpinion in those territoriocs before the Belgien
Governmert made a report to the Council. It was hardly possible 1o
overlook this expression of opinion, &nd he thought that probesbly
the right course would te to present the correspondence to the
Council without making aery suggesticn urnon it, but with a requecs

for instruections.

6. Dr. Nitobe /




5. Dr. Mitobe said that there wsre indications of & large
inerease in the number of Interunational Associations, rarticularly
of financial ones. He heéd had an intorview with EHr. Nugent Harris,
Who, in colleboration perticularly with Nr. Butterfield (U.S.4)
wanted to develope the Institute of Agriculture at Rome, more
espeoially in the direction o»f demicratising it. A number of the

older Associations were, he thought, afraid to2 ask to come under

the League before they knew Just what doing so would mean. They

feared it wight lead to & removal of existing officisls - for in-
stance, the President of the Pestal Union was, he thought, at
rresent always & Swiss, and it might be thought that it would not

be 80 1n future under the League.

After & short disoussion on the general relations

betieen the Leasgue and Internstional Bureeux, lionsieur Monnet

Stated that he had just heard from Paris that the impression
there was that the ocming into foree of the Trecaty was almost
Sure to te delayed beyond tre formerly expcoted date-- vig:

Noverber 27, - but that no date had yet been fixed.

Sunderland Fouse,
Curzon Street,
London, W, 1.

<0tk lNovember, 1919.







