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Seeretary Genersl;
Nitobe;
bert Ames;
)i ban;
gl per;

Van Hamel;

aptain Yaluers.

The Yecretory General said that the guestion of ratifi-

cation of the Treaty had tsken & new turn today, through the sction
GE S Ehe He understood that Colonel House, before he left Franece,
had come to an &greeme with o Tronch Goverament that the Treaty
should not come into force until the United Stetes hed ratified 1T,
but in resching this decision he thought that lionsieur Clemencesu
snd Coloncl House had acted on the assumption that Italy would teke
no sction until her Parlisment met, about December 3rd, and they
herefore expected that it would be ratification ~y Francs, Great

Britain and ths United States which would bring the Tresty into
force, and that the Council could thus meet with full represent-
stion. There had 3till exissed differences of opinion &S T0 the
proper agends for the Counecil, and the number and placec of its
mee tings

Sinee then, Italy hed announced her definite retification.
He could = L certain how this fact would sffect the situ-
ation. B L cle pke Paris to find out what the French
Government intended, a1 also asked His wma jesty's Government

It appearcd that we should bs back in the

position anticipated a few weeks &go, gnd would have to return o
the scheme of & single formal mecting in Paris e gppoint the Saar
Basin Delimitation Commission. 'z ought to be ready to deal with
this a fortnight hence.

Mr. Colban said that iionsieur Venizelos had asked when

the Council meeting was likely to be, &8s e was VeIy anxious to be
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The Secretary General said that he could not say yet,

but would let him know the moément anything was settled.

If the above assumrption was reglised, no section would
be required in Paris except llr. Colban's. Its agenda could not
include such matters as confirmation of appointments and approval
of the Secretariat budget until the United States member was
present. His own strong opinion was. that as soon as the Arerican
Senate ratified. there should be three or Ffour meetings of the
Council to consider these and other matters.

‘leanwhile, he thought we might well ask Italy tc pay her

share. Sir Herbert Ames ssaid that Le did not think tke expenditurs

would excee& about £2800,000 before liarch 3lst, though it might be
wise to budget for another £50,000., Our demand on Great Britain
had been at the rate of &n expenditure of nearly half a million.
It was agreed that it might be well to ask Italy for a somewhat
smaller sum - say £15,000 - with the proviso that her eventual
share might be more or might be less. ¥hat was needed by the
Secretariat was to get some roney guickly. There was sore advan-
tege in putting our first demands rsther low.

The Secretary Genersl said that we should consider

Whether Belgium and the British Dominions should not be approached

&t the ssme time.

Tabour Conferences.

ince the last meeting an irpor tant event kad happened -
viz: the decision of the Svvreme Council to rut no obstacle in the
way of ex-cnemy delegates going to Tashington, in the c¢xpectation

Cf being invited by the Conference itself to &ttend its meetings

as members‘and that this decision should be conveyed to the German

and Austrisn Governments by the American Delegation, had st & re-
cent meeting at Amsterdar been goocepted as satisfactory by the
Union des Syndicsats Internstionale. They had sdvised their feder-
ated Trade Unions in 81l countries to send delegates and it was no-
therefore fuirly certain that the Labour Conference would have ful:
Labour representation.

He asked those Direcctors who had not already done sc %o

senao /
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send iu their Estimatesuf the necessary representation of their
sectiong at the meeting of the Assembly &t Washington.

He &sked the upiniﬁnrggwé£; meevivg, end particularly
of those who vere natiounals of States formerly neutral, as to the

advisability or otherwise ¢f holding in Paris the meeting of the

=51 with matters not arising out of tke

versonslly was afraid that this might give

ession that the Council was in the nature of & conti .-
ation of the Teace Conference, and thought that London, Or poOsSsS-—
ibly Brussels, would be & better place to hold them.

Mr. Colban and Dr. 'Ven Hamel both thought that the

neutrals ss suck would heve no objesction to the meetings being in
Paris, thougk Mr. Ccibam thought the political atwospheré of Paris.
nd in 2 lesser degrce of Tondon also, t0 be nouv altogether favour
stle to the discussion of the particular guestions with which his
sSeetion was conce Dr. Van Hamel drew sttention to the
opinion thet the T.eague was subject in too great a measure 1o
Anglo-Saxon éantrcli Couneil meetings in Toudon Ffollowed by the
Assembly meeting in ' ington wonld give sire:i Sh to this criti-
eism. Both agree hat Brussels would pe suitable, although it
was pointed out that a belief was not uncommon that Geneva hsad
been given up as the ” the Teague, and precautions must be
teken to prevent any colour veing given to this mistake, as a re-
stult of holding Couneil meetings in Brussels. It was generslly
sgreed that the best solution would be the first formal meeting
in Paris, four or five reetinge in Brussels, any further meetings
Tondon until the Assembly mee®tfnmg in Washington. It was
should also be a meeting at Washington short-
the Assembly, and this wes agreed to, if
found necessary.
As regards purchases of books now being made by the
various seetions, llr. Salter said that iliss Dsy in his scction
would keep & list of books purchased by various sections, and

would be willing to zdvise them so far &s this inforration

resched /
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reached her of any cases f 2. The Searetery Generan

pointed out that an Assistent Tibrarisn, iliss Wilson, had been

appointed, and would be able to take over this duty on her

arrival.







