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MINUTES of a LEETING

held in the Secretary Beneral's Recom ¢n Wednesday, 1 ;25522
{

ceptember 24, 1919, at 4 n'clock,

Present:

The Secretary Genersal;
Dr., Nitete;

Sir Herbert Ames;

iir, Celban;:

Monsieur Ccmert;

Dr. van Hemel;

Mr, .Salter;

Captain Walters.

In 2 preliminc sy discussien, the question was raised
as to the attitude ef the Secretariut towards the proposal of the
Union des Associations Internationales to hold a Congress of private
international Assecistions in 1920. It was agreed that it weuld
probably be better for this question to be raised in the Council
by a member of the Council,‘rather than by the Secretariat; and
that it should be raised in a form whieh would ensble the Council
to discuss whether Brussels, Geneva, &r any other place was the
most suitable loecality.

The SECRETARY GENERAL spoke of his visit to Paris
on September 14 - 17. The Suoreme Council had nassed s resolution
that Mr, Polk should eable President Wilson, recommending that he
should summon & meeting of the Council directly the Treaty came
into force, in order to dehl with questions necessitated by the
Treaty of P:’:'ac:e:.]’b This ovhrasing leaves it onen what sxactly is
to be regarded A included under such questions. But further
discussion in rfaris had led to genersl agreement that only the
Saar Basin Delimitation Commission should be so regarded. A draft
telegram was therefore drawn uo, of which the last caragzradh was
a8 follows:-

"Inasmuch 28 Article 5 of the “reaty orovides that

the first mseting of the Council must be called by the

President of the United States of America, I beg to
suggest, in view of ths urgsney cf the situation, that
you do lmmediately convoks a meeting of the Couneil
elthsr in Paris or in London: otherwise, thedefinite
stipulation of the Tragty regarding the frontier line
of the Saar Basin cannot be carried out!

He belisved that [lonsieur Clememcean haed expressed approval of this




telegram; certainly .ir. Lloyd George had domne se.

thought, elesrly imolied that the meetling should desl only with
the Delimitation Commission. This was all that was finslly
settled in Paris.

He had hoped te reach a decision as to when and where
the secend meeting of the Council should tuke place; but it had
seemed necessary to wait until the imerican situation became
¢l oarer. There were twe conflicting views om the matter: -

(a) that it sheuld be held in Eurcpo -immediately on the
United States Benats ratifying the Treaty, snd should
deal with:-

The Ssar Basin Zoverning Commission,
The High Commissioner of Danzlg,
The Committse of Intsrnational Jurists,

anpointments, ete., in the Seerctariat,

snd o=rhaps some other questions, with a vicw to supply-
ing an adeguate agenda for the issembly,

(b) that it sheuld be osostooned until, say, ten days bafore
the meeting of the Assembly, and then be hksld in
“gaghington.

He thought ths eolutionm of the prcblem would have to wait until

the first meeting was held.

Ths sosition in Switzerland likewise depcnded upen
Americals dscision. The Federal Councilhad definitely sostponed
ths Parlismentary discussion,. and consegusntly the referzndum, un-
+11 the Unitod Ststes had ratified.- Other neutrals would very
likely do theoc same.

The date of the coming inte force of the Trsaty was also
obseure. The French Sonate hod not yet begun to discuss it. He
waes not perfeetly clesr as to the position in regerd to the Britisk

Dominions. fhe action of Italy was dclayed by the Fiume affair;

Jepan secmed to bs waiting the decision of th> European Powars;

so that the ratifieation by three Pewers mizht be delayed nearly
until the United States decision. S0 far as he could foresce
the dates at th: moment, they might be Octebaer 10th for the first
event, and October 20 for the second.
The formel first mesting of the Council should be in
Paris, to avoid too much publicity. If the United States sends

a ropresentative to later meetings, we might havs some considerable




Rl B
sublicity, working up to 2 climax at the Asssmbly.

R+ 2ALTER said thst his department was working on

1. the guostion referred to in Article 393 of the Treaty -
viz: that of the eight countries of chief industrisl im-
oortance.

This guestion led to considerakrlc disoussion, in whioh
the fcllowing amongst otkar gqussticons were raised:-

(a) whether the Labour Ccnforones Organising Ccumittee had
not gone outside its termsof reference in cireulst-
ing & preliminery list and inviting protests from
countries omitted therefrom;

whether it would b2 oossible for ths Council to dsoide
the guestion before the ILabour Confirence met.
wr. Seltzr understood thaet they would be asked to do so.

how the guestion wculd arise - i.e., would it be reised
by the Labour Confarence or by the Orgenisstion Com-
mittee, or by the Governments of the countrios eoncerncd?
Dr. van Hamel expressed the opinion thet it would be for
the lstter to muks it olsin whick ths Council must settls.

whather elaiments would have ths right, under Article 4,
to sit as mecmbers of the Council when their claim was
being considered. : :

The Ecotiomie Lemorandum for the Council. The completest
and most important part of this w-'uld be that dealing
with curreney gquestions. TS

The memorandum on the use of the sconomic weapen,

5re Salter further enguired what zction was being taken
&8 regords Chupter X11 of the Treaty of Peace.

The Sceretary General ssid that the Prench . Government hsd
invited the Powers represented on the Pgrts, "aterways and Railways

Commission in Paris to uppoint & Commissicn to consider what sction

craftt
ocught to bs taken under the Treaty, including the drawing up of ) %

Conventicn znd the appointment of & cermanent internstioncl body.
It would probably be impossible for tha guestion to be ready for

the first meceting of the Assembly.

SIR HERBERT ALBS asked thet Dircetors might be prepared
to supply him next weck with their views on whst should be the basis
of alloeation, He himself was orepsring a provisional scheme on
this. :

He further raised the question of oayments masde in con-
nection with the Labour Conference, A first peyment had been msde
to to lir. Butler, a second payment to ilr., Phelen snd 2 thiid DAY~

ment to .ir. lartin. llow further small payments were bsing asksd




for. “hat should be the authority for them? ™e iere not proceed-
ing with striet legality in mekinz these payments; how were we to
get the matter legalised? It came to this: that if the Leacue of
Nations goeg through we assume responsibility for all exnenses under
the Labour Conventicn; 1if not, we must get the COrganisation Com-
mittee to reimburse us under Article 399. :leanwhile, he prcposed
to write to Butler ‘in "ashington, esiking for s formal assumption of

resnonsibility for all psyments so far made.

The SECEETARY GENERAL agreed to this course.

Slr H. Ames further enguired regarding-the arrangements
by the Linistry.of Shioping to supply transportation for per-
going to Yeskington.

Jr. SALTER explained that this usually meant that the

Ilinistry reserved the accommédatien, payment being mede direct to
the Shipping Compsnies.

The SECRETARY GENERAL suggested that ilr. iartin sheulad

be instructed to find cut ané repurt all psrticulars.

i’r., CCLBAN said that he hsd heard that the Nerwegian

Storthing was postponing its discussion stout entering the League

until the deecision »f America was knoum.







