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> MINUTES OF A NEETING HELD IN THE SECRHETARY GENFRAL'S

ROOM, on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th at 3,20 p.m.

Present;

Secretary-General
. ¥Monnet

Dr. Hitobe

NMr. Colban

Dr. van Hamel

¥Mr, Mair

¥r. Salter

¥, Varlegz

Captain Walters.

The SECRETARY-CGENERAL said that President Wilson's
reply to the question as toc when he would call the first meeting
of the Couneil, had come, but unfortunately it was not very
Jdefinite. There geemed to be two poséible courges:-

(1) That he would c¢all the Council to meet as soon as
there had been what he considered a sufficient number of
adhesions, : ;

(2) That he would wait until the Senate had ratified the
Treaty.

The latest information was, that the Senate was likely
to ratify the Treaty, with or without reservations, by mid
October,

There would be certain meetings in Paris in the next
few days, and he might find it necessary to go over to Paris
to explain the situation from the League's point of view;
poséibly, therefore, in tén days we might have more definite
ideas, ¥or the present, we must go on as heretofore:- Vix:
work to be ready for a meeting of the Council by the first of

October,
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SWISS SITUATION,

i He had informed Rappard that no steps eould be takenm
with regard to Geneva, until the result of the referendum was
¥nown. Rapoard had now replied saying that the referendum might
be delayed, but its result was hardly in doubt. Those in favour
of joining were in favour of some delay, in order te aducate the
publie, He thought it might be neecessary to put in a2 statement
for the first meeking of the Council to the effect that the
gecretariat assumed it should take ne steps about Geneva until
the feferendum result was known.

President Wilson had dedlared that the Labour Conference
woild be held as arranged in any case; from this pesitisarhe

e¢ould hardly now withdraw,

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH.

-He had annointed Miszgzgﬁféy to draw up a draft plan on
the analogy @f the Intefn#tioggl Labour Office, to be submitted
4o a further International Conference, which would be held, if
all went well, on the motion of the Council. ' He thought it
: would be an advantapge to the Secretariat to keep the plans in its
own hands; and it was also desirable tolhave a woman in &
résponsible position in the Secretariat.

Mﬁ. PAIR asked whether a British Officiéi who wag going to
Germany, and had offered to send us a SUMMATY of the state of
feéling_there, might be paid for this, as a apeéial job done
for the Secretariat. This was agreed to. |
The queation of preparing matter for publ ication on

the subject of the printed memoranda for the Council, was
postponed for a fortnight.

: Mr. Sweetser in America had said that it might help
if the "Times" were to pblish éq articles showing that Europe

degired the League as much for idealistic as for material

reasaons




interegtiing conversation
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the Treapury Sxpert, who thought That nothing could now avert a

finaneial ‘erisis, which would force a change of policy on many

=/

Governments, end that it would thersfore be hest
to wait and step in to straighien oul
then, by prosent sctiomn; %o shere the

3

ig,. however, supposing lhe view as t0. the evitability of a
is to be right, ita date was gtill duite uncertain, it was
that the plans of the iconemie Segbtion ought mot To be
interrupteds
s VARLEZ said that a London meeting of the Inter-
national Trade Unions Bureau had presented the imsterdam reso-
1utidms to the British Governmment, whose reply had not al-
together satigfied thems Tater M. Jouhsnx saw iy Olomenceau,

who said thet the Cermang should be invited o Washington. The

Bursau was writins to Weshington to ssk if this view was shared

nob :
theye, and had determined, if thig were so, to sbieck t0 its

-~

decisions

M. HMONNET seid he understood M. Clemencesu'‘s view 1o
ba. that the Gormans gould only be invited by the Lebour Comfor-
enee 1tegel®, and that they would h&va o come to WashinxtOn,
and that the Conference would then, at its fivet meebing,
invite them %o attend the rest of the meetings o 8s memboirS.: «
Jouhaux had sccepied this, snd had gone 0 smsterdam Lo try
and ¥ix it up with the rest of his esolloagusi.

s V;nLjfrraiaaa the questior whether the Health
Somnmission would congern itael? with Insursnce, vhich was &
inportant f£iecld of internationsl motion« Ee thought the subjeet
belonged more gloscely %o lLabour then to Healthe

Hri:Saltersassiun




thouzht that Insursnee against gickness
the @phe:
sSegretam
discussed at the International
ds VARLEZ ggked whether the
©0 the Papagy had been considered.
had e egsed 1its hostil 1ity to
had not been asked to be & member«
the problem might, h

e

found the Government favourable
lian in the Street inelined to eritise
of situations for which 14 was not responsible, such as that in
Roumanisa.

¥ .- - i - &
He had two poir mention :

(1) How would members of the :seembly be

gppointed ?
Hany persons in Holland thought. that Parliament should choose

them, snd not the Government.

“he Secretary ! °ral sald this must be left to the

various eountries, but it seemed noce ssary that at least one of

the Delegates ghould re cprosent his Government, because national

interests would often be gerio ously involveds There was fear lost
the Ligsembly might re=semble bodies such as the Intar-?arliamontaw‘
Union,and §olose 48 regarded Great Britain he

hoped Lloyd Geoorg:
wag true of France. He
Govermment must select, thoush it wag
how it should seleet, the lelegntes.
gtatement by M. Xlotz sbout » Pinsneial
Seetion iR« SALTER said he was trying to got

the documents on the subjoet «




DR, NITOBE said the Union of Internntional Associations had
gent himtheir books, including "La Vie Internationale”, of
which only three ¢copies existed in England, It gave the names
of three hundred international bureaux, of these from 30 to 40
were official, but many of the private ones were influsntial
bodies., He was trying to get completer ipformﬁtion.

MR, COLBAY said the Beandinavian Tnter-Parliamentary
groups had had a meeting at Stockholm, His impression was,
that, as a result, the three countries felt that they must
join the lLeague, The critigism in this meeting (it should be
distinguished from a more "pacifistic” meeting which the "Times"
had reported), had been direected principally to the point that
mémbership involvad loss of neutrality. Others present, including
Mr. Branting, had said that to gain the advantages of Member-
ship some price must be paid necessarily. The general agreement
was that the Covenant would be the foundation of great work,
Americals joining was regarded as an important, but not a cardinal,

point.

H.B, The date of the next meeting will depend on the Secretary

General's return from Parls,







