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Confidentiel.
bOOIlTE Dith NATIONS. LisaGUh OF NATIONS,

|. ; Disbn.No. 20/10/8.

1R e | DU L e
of a feeting held in the Secretary-teneral's

room on Thursday January 8th, 1920.

The Secretary-General.
oir Herbert Ames,

My, CGoldan.

lonsieur Comert.
Monsieur lonnet.

sr, Salter.

Dr. Van Hsmel.
Monsiewr Varlez.
Captain walters.

The Secretary—Gercral said that hc hoped that the coming into

force of the Treaty had at last been definitely fixed for Saturday
or lMonday next. Information received after the keeting confirmed
this.

On the point of publicity he thought we ought to be a little
careful that the attention of the Zress and public should rnot fall
too much on the sSecretariat, which might, to eome extent, be expect-
ed tc be the otject of jealousy on the part of Government Depart-
ments. This could not be tru e of the Counhil, and 1t waé on the
Council that publicity should mainly fall. In particular the
members of the Secretariat would be wiser not to express any opinicen
in conversation with newspaper men etc., on the subject of the Seat

of the League. It would be best to take the line that Geneva was

named in the Covenant and that we had no knowlecge raspecting any

alteration in this,

Mr. Salter said*that the American s®tuation on its economic

siie had recently taken a serious turn for the worse. The United
States ovecretary tc the Treasury kad, sbout a fortnight ago put
forward excellent pfoposals about the extension of credits to Zurope.
Since then the Hearst Press had been writing with great hostility
about surope's desire to borrow, and some very unfortunate sp=eches
had been made by oir George Paish who had used very exaggerctec figure
and by his statement had strengthened the case for the Hearst Press

and had/




.

snd had pushed ulr. Hoover into & more eritical attitude than he

e

would naturzlly have téken.
A part of his section's work on currency ocuestions was now
in the Press; it wus being printed both in i"rench uné fnglish,

dionsieur Comert in reply to & question, said he did not

contemplate publishing the first number of the 0fficial Gazette
immediately, but waiting until about a month before the first
Lgsembly. He thought the first number would hive to give some
asccount of the Lecretariat and of events up to the first Council
leeting, vnd it would be difficult to publish this before the
Council had confirmed the decretary—éenarul‘s appointments end
before it was known whether.América was in the League or not.
This had been the plan agreed on by the small Commit;ee which hud
discussed the question in ~ugust last. The ,ecretaryQGencral said
he had thought that the first number would consist merely of &
record of the first Meeting of the Council. snother number could
come out if it becume necessary te publish u Treaty.

Yr., Van Haomel thought it would be better to publish Treaties

sepurately, perhaps in = special supplement te the Gazette.

wlonsieur ilonnet. said it must be decided whether the Gazette

was to be merely the official record of the Acts of the League or
should aim at being & production of interest in itself. He thought
it shouin be the former und should contain the authentic text of
811 Cocuments regarding Ot ficial scts of the i.eague. If this

view were right, it should be publishec at once after the Council
met an. contein the official record of the decisions of the ileeting;
when later on the Council considered the appointments to the Lecre-
tariat, the Gazette would automatically ' contain all ipformation on

that subject.

The vecretary-veneral said he thought this was the right view,

but that in that case we must abandon any idea of its helping from
the point of view of publiecity; it would not appeal to the general
public.

After-some further discussion, it was generally agreed that
the first number ought to come out immediately after the first

lieeting/
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f!!ting of the Council; and that Treaties could be published in s
svecially numbered series of the Jazette.

It was thought that the firast number right contsin tre Covenant,
1ist of the St-tes which hrd ilreidy rotified or acceded gnd s
forrel reoord of the Tirst Council lleeting.

) The further question was rsised whether only oificiul doouments
should be published or whether articles of intérnationﬁl intérest
might come in as well, us, for instance, in the Bourd of Tride Jour-
nal, which exists primarily to convey official inforretiony but elso
contains varicus articles on commercicl subjectﬁ; Thers wus muoch
metter of internctionsl interest which ought to be published in «
mere cuthoritetive manmner than could be done by inserting it in the
ordinery Press. It wes £190 suggested thot documents ciroulsuted to
the Council for their inforrstion -nd not for their decision therehy
beecme officicl nd could he publishod =s such. The 3eoretury-Gener:sl
seld he wus clesr thet we should begin by publishing officisl docu-~
rents only cnd porhsps proceed to producs e-semi—officiul Journtl :.
little 1:ter on.

€ir Ferbert Ares konded round - stetement of the finsneiil situ-

ction of the Seereturint, the ccnelusion from which wrs, thut we must
hrnve sore more money. Our over-dr: £t now cmounted to «l19,000; by
the end of Junusry it would be 229,000, ind our limit wes £35, 000,
Our puyment fcr the Tebour Jonference cmounted to £l8,CC0. lionsieur
Monnet s~id he hopes soon to get & further contribution from the
french Governrent,

Sir Herbert /mes suid tget the Budpetery period wes trrunged

list Septerber to end on ilirech 31st in order to sguire with the fin.n-
cizl year of the British Government. He now questioned whether it
would not be wiser to mike our fin nei.l yeer ugree with thet in use
on the Continent, i.c. the 6::lendar yeur. e might perhe.ps rm:ke our
first period g0 on to the end of Juno next «nd regird it s o helf
sear. Trose ten States to which letters have been sent asking for
contributions bescd on the former celculations, could be informed

thet owing to the deley in the coming into force of the Treaty, the

emount celculsted to last up to Mereh 3lst would not be expended be-
fore/
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before June 30th. The Secretary-General thought it would ke less

omen to criticism to hold to our present ealculation and to rake our

next financial neriod one of nine ronths,

1920,

i.e. up to Jecerber 3lst,

Sunderland Eouse,
Curzon Street,
EONDON, - - ¥a X,

9th Janusry, 1920.







