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It was appareant, however, that Artassadors, acting
thelr own govermments, could not bind obther countriss,
Even a decisioa by the Council of the Learue of Nations would
provably Pind cnly governrents which had members on the Council.
Everycne anpearcd willing to meet rcasonable Swiss views, The proon-

lem involved two questions:

(1) If Switzerland beccries a membsr, will she be sble to
naintain her neutrality as reccgniscd in 18159

Will there be a right of passaze for the troops
of the League across Switzerland if she joins the Leazue?

l.€.

Dr. Ven Hemel haé suggested an “ingeniows sclution, ;

that there should bs no right of passage excest with the consent
of Switzerland. The Secriary-General bslieved that this ought
to satisfy all partiss.

The Secretary-General said that the seccnd mecting will

probably be held ¢n February 1l. According to present plans, the

first half-hour would bs ar cpen sessicn. The Chairmsn would be
chosen and the agenda snnounced. 'he Choirman womld Yhen say that

in view ¢of the fact that it was imoossihle to discwusS names angd
personal metters in public, the Council found it necessary to go

into secret session, but that no agreements made st any secret meeting

weuld be valid until confirmed in public. The Secretary-General heped
that this plan of procedurec would be followed, and he understoogd

that Monsieur Bourgeois had agreed in gemeral to this programme.

Monaieur Bourgeoic had advocated the "rapporteur" syctem
for bringing up questicns in the Council meeting, i.ec

each

oy
Couneil member would bring up a separate gquestion in aceordance
a -
with _bre-arranged cchedule. This plen teemed guite ingenious.
It would interest all the members of 2 Courielil and would relieve

trce Chairman considerably.
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reference to the attcndonce of Dirsctors -t Council mectings.

The Secretury-Genernl s&id tkat he honea thoy wculd bs
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The Secretar;—Genera; reported that the Japanese Ambassador

hai £2er him to-day and that he expectsd to be sble to transmit
Jasun’'s finminial contribution te the Secretariat in a very shert
time.

The Secretary-General announced that dAonsieur Thomas had been

unanimously elected Permanent Director of the Intermational Labour
Offiee. He said that there was a plan under consideration for the
appointment of twe Vice-Presidents for tre Governing Rody of the
Labour Orgenization. Under this scheme thg three categories,
governments, emoloyers and employees, would each he reoresented
either by a 2iesident or a VicemPreSidént, and the Presidency wruld
be held in turn by each ¢f these three groups.

Mr. Mair asked how s..n advance inf-rmatirn with regard
te the second Council meeting should be given t. the press.

The Secretary-General said that the invitaticnr had not yet

heeﬂéent out, but that they were gt ing shortly, and that first

ann uncements t- the press could dr>bably be made by the end cf the
week.

Mr., Mair anncuneced that the priofs fﬁr the first number
«f the O0ffieial Journal w.uld probably be ready to-day.

Castain Gilchrist said that the draft Labour Conventicns

and LKecommendati~ns, and fommal nctices about the elosing cf the
VWiashington Labour Conference were slmost ready % go out to the
S8tates concerned.

The Secretary-General sugeested that ionsieur Waelbroeok

might draw up a notice sbout this to be inserted in the Official Journal.

B31. Herbert Ames asked to what extent the Council of

Ambassadors replaced the old suprere Council 'in Paris.

The bLecretary-General said that the new Council of Ambasssa-

fors was supposed to sit for questions arising in comnection with
the execution of the Treaty only. He noticed, however, that guestions

guite outside this field had alreudy een referred to that body.

Sunderland House,
Curzon Street.
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