
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/lords/1942/aug/05/international-reconstruction 
 
 

Comment on the Phillimore Committee in the British House of Lords 

HL Deb 05 August 1942 vol 124 cc195-236 195  

§ LORD DAVIES…. 

At the end of the last war, or before the end of the war, early in 1918, it was 

suggested that an Inter-Allied Commission should be set up at Versailles, 

corresponding to the Military Missions which were functioning there at that time, 

to deal with the post-war problems, and to work out 203 the implications of the 

Fourteen Points and the other pronouncements that had been made. It was also 

suggested, I think, that ex-President Taft, who at that time was Chairman of the 

League to Enforce Peace, in the United States, should be invited to come and take 

part in the discussions of this Commission. Unfortunately, however, these 

suggestions were vetoed by President Wilson at that time, and nothing came of 

them. But action was taken by the Foreign Office, which set up what was called 

the Phillimore Committee. Early in 1918, acting on a suggestion put forward by 

my noble friend Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, shortly after he became a Minister 

in 1916, the then Foreign Secretary, Mr. Balfour, appointed a Committee "on the 

League of Nations." It was composed of the Chairman, Sir Walter (afterwards 

Lord) Phillimore, Professor Pollard, a constitutional historian, Sir Julian Corbett 

and Dr. Holland Rose, both naval historians, Sir Eyre Crowe, Sir William (now 

Lord) Tyrrell, and Mr. (now Sir) Cecil Hurst, legal adviser. The last three were 

important members of the Foreign Office, but the bearers of the first four names I 

have read out were persons who had no particular connexion with that Office and 

were called in from outside.  

§ Under their terms of reference the Committee were directed to inquire, 

particularly from a juridical and historical point of view, into the various schemes 

for establishing by means of a League of Nations, or other device, some alternative 

to war as a means of settling international disputes. and, if they thought fit, "to 

elaborate a further scheme." As your Lordships are aware, the Phillimore 

Committee entered with zest into the problems which had been set them. They 

examined all the proposals that had been put forward for the prevention of war, 

starting with Sully's Grand Design, and working down through the centuries, and 

at the end of it they submitted to the Foreign Office and afterwards to the 

Commission of the League of Nations, the Commission at Paris, their Report. That 

Report, I think the noble Viscount, Lord Cecil of Chelwood, will agree, formed 

the basis of discussion in the League of Nations Commission. I feel it would have 

been better had there been at that time an Inter-Allied Commission which would 

have secured a considerable measure of common agreement 204 before, and not 

after, the whole matter was referred to the Peace Conference in Paris.  
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