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The Covenant of the League of Nations.
THE HIGH CONTRACTmG PARTIES,

In order to promote international co-operation and to achieve international peace
and security

by the acceptance of obligations not to resort to war,

by the prescription of open, just and honourable relations between nations,

by the firm establishment of the understandings of international law as the
actual rule of conduct among Governments, and

by the maintenance of justice and a scrupulous respect for all treaty obligations
in the dealings of organised peoples with one another,

Agree to this Covenant of the League of Nations.

ARTICLE x.
The original Members of the League of Nations shall be those of the Signatories which

are named in the Annex to this Covenant and also such of those other States named in the
Annex as shall accede without reservation to this Covenant. Such accession shall be effected
by a declaration deposited with the Secretariat within two months of the coming into force
of the Covenant. Notice thereof shall be sent to all other Members of the League.

Any fully self-governing State, Dominion or Colony not named in the Annex may
become a Member of the League if its admission is agreed to by two-thirds of the Assembly,
provided that it shall give effective guarantees of its sincere intention to observe its inter-
national obligations, and shall accept such regulations as may be prescribed by the League
in regard to its military, naval and air forces and armaments.

Any Member of the League may, after two years' notice of its intention so to do,
withdraw from the League, provided that all its international obligations and all its
obligations under this Covenant shall have been fulfilled at the time of its ithdrawal.

ARTICLE 2.

The action of the League under this Covenant shall be effected through the instru-
mentality of an Assembly and of a Council, with a permanent Secretariat.

ARTICLE 3.
The Assembly shall consist of Representatives of the Members of the League.
The Assembly shall meet at stated intervals, and from time to time as occasion may

require at the Seat of the League or at such other place as may be decided upon.
The Assembly may deal at its meetings with any matter within the sphere of action

of the League or affecting the peace of the world.
At meetings of the Assembly each Member of the League shall have one vote, and may

have not more than three representatives.
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Pacte de la Soci te des Nations.
LES HAUTES PARTIES CONTRACTANTES,

Consid6rant que, pour d6velopper la coop6ration entre les nations et pour leur garantir
la paix et la s~ret6, ii importe

d'accepter certaines obligations de ne pas recourir 5. la guerre,
d'entretenir au grand jour des relations internationales fond~es sur la justice

et l'honneur,
d'observer rigoureusement les prescriptions du droit international, reconnues

d~sormais comme r~gle de conduite effective des Gouvernements,
de faire rgner la justice et de respecter scrupuleusement toutes les obligations

des Trait~s dans les rapports mutuels des peuples organis6s,
Adoptent le present Pacte qui institue la Soci&6 des Nations.

ARicLE i.

Sont Membres originaires de la Socit des Nations, ceux des Signataires dont les noms
figurent dans 1'annexe au present Pacte, ainsi que les JRtats, Ogalement nommds dans
l'annexe, qui auront acc6dd au present Pacte sans aucune r6serve par une declaration
d~pos~e au Secr6tariat dans les deux mois de 1'entr~e en vigueur du Pacte et dont notification
sera faite aux autres Membres de la Socit6.

Tout ]Rtat, Dominion ou Colonie qui se gouverne librement et qui n'est pas d~sign6
dans lAnnexe, peut devenir Membre de la Soci6t6 si son admission est prononcde par les
deux tiers de l'Assembl~e, pourvu qu'il donne des garanties effectives de son intention
sincere d'observer ses engagements internationaux et qu'il accepte le riglement 6tabli
par la Socit6 en ce qui concerne ses forces et ses armements militaires, navals et a~riens.

Tout Membre de la Socidt6 peut, apr s un pr~avis de deux ans, se retirer de la Socidt6,
h la condition d'avoir rempli . ce moment toutes ses obligations internationales y compris
celies du present Pacte.

ART cLE 2.

L'action de la Soci~t6, telle qu'elle est d~finie dans le present Pacte, s'exerce par une
Assemblee et par un Conseil assist~s d'un Secretariat permanent.

ARTiCLE 3.
L'Assembl~e se compose de Reprsentants des Membres de la Sociat6.
EUe se r~unit & des 6poques fix~es et & tout autre moment, si les circonstances le

demandent, au si~ge de la Soci~t6 ou en tel autre lieu qui pourra 6tre d6sign6.
L'Assembl~e connait de toute question qui rentre dans la sphere d'activitd de la

Socitt6 ou qui affecte la paix du monde.
Chaque Membre de la Socit6 ne peut compter plus de trois Repr~sentants dans

l'Assembl~e et ne dispose que d'une voix.
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ARTIcLE 4.

The Council shall consist of Representatives of the Principal Allied and Associated
Powers, together with Representatives of four other Members of the League. These four
Members of the League shall be selected by the Assembly from time to time in its discretion.
Until the appointment of the Representatives of the four Members of the League first selected
by the Assembly, Representatives of Belgium, Brazil, Spain and Greece shall be members
of the Council.

With the approval of the majority of the Assembly, the Council may name additional
Members of the League whose Representatives shall always be members of the Council;
the Council with like approval may increase the number of Members of the League to be
selected by the Assembly for representation on the Council.

The Council shall meet from time to time as occasion may require, and at least once
a year, at the Seat of the League, or at such other place as may be decided upon.

The Council may deal at its meetings with any matter within the sphere of action of
the League or affecting the peace of the world.

Any Member of the League not represented on the Council shall be invited to send a
Representative to sit as a member at any meeting of the Council during the consideration
of matters specially affecting the interest of that Member of the League.

At meetings of the Council, each Member of the League represented on the Council
shall have one vote, and may have not more than one Representative.

ARTiCLE 5.

Except where otherwise expressly provided in this Covenant or by the terms of the
present Treaty, decisions at any meeting of the Assembly or of the Council shall require
the agreement of all the Members of the League represented at the meeting.

All matters of procedure at meetings of the Assembly or of the Council, including the
appointment of Committees to investigate particular matters, shall be regulated by the
Assembly or by the Council, and may be decided by a majority of the Members of the
League represented at the meeting.

The first meeting of the Assembly and the first meeting of the Council shall be
summoned by the President of the United States of America.

ARTIcLE 6.
The permanent Secretariat shall be established at the Seat of the League. The

Secretariat shall comprise a Secretary General and such secretaries and staff as may be
required.

The first Secretary General shall be the person named in the Annex; thereafter the
Secretary General shall be appointed by the Council with the approval of the majority of
the Assembly.

The secretaries and staff of the Secretariat shall be appointed by the Secretary General
with the approval of the Council.

The Secretary General shall act in that capacity at all meetings of the Assembly and
of the Council.

The expenses of the Secretariat shall be borne by the Members of the League in
accordance of the apportionment of the expenses of the International Bureau of the
Universal Postal Union.
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ARTIcLE 4.
Le Conseil se compose de Repr6sentants des Principales Puissances allides et assocides,

ainsi que de Repr6sentants de quatre autres Membres de la Socit6. Ces quatre Membres
de la Socit6 sont d~sign6s librement par l'Assemble et aux 6poques qu'il lui plait de choisir.
Jusqu& la premiere designation par l'Assembl~e, les Repr~sentants de la Belgique, du
Brsil, de l'Espagne et de la Grace sont membres du Conseil.

Avec l'approbation de la majorit6 de l'Assembl~e le Conseil peut designer d'autres
Membres de la Soci&t6 dont la representation sera ddsormais permanente au Conseil. I1
peut, avec la m~me approbation, augmenter le nombre des Membres de la Soci6t6 qui seront
choisis par rAssembl~e pour tre repr6sent6s au Conseil.

Le Conseil se runit quand les circonstances le demandent, et au moins une fois par
an, au sige de la Socit6 ou en tel autre lieu qui pourra 6tre ddsign6.

Le Conseil connait de toute question rentrant dans la sphere d'activitd de la Soci6td
ou affectant la paix du monde.

Tout Membre de la Soci6te qui n'est pas repr6sent6 au Conseil est invitd A y envoyer
singer un Repr~sentant lorsqu'une question qui l'intdresse particulirement est porte
devant le Conseil.

Chaque Membre de la Soci6t6 reprdsentd au Conseil ne dispose que d'une voix et n'a
qu'un Repr~sentant.

ARTiCLE 5.
Sauf disposition express6ment contraire du pr6sent Pacte ou des clauses du present

Trait, les decisions de l'Assembl~e ou du Conseil sont prises h l'unanimit6 des Membres
de la SocitW repr~sents & la reunion.

Toutes questions de procedure qui se posent aux reunions de l'Assemblde ou du Conseil,
y compris la dsignation des Commissions chargdes d'enqu~ter sur des points particuliers,
sont r~gl6es par 'Assembl~e ou par le Conseil et decid6es & la majoritd des Membres de la
Socidtd repr~sentes h la reunion.

La premiere r6union de l'Assembl~e et la premiere rdunion du Conseil auront lieu sur
la convocation du President des Atats-Unis d'Amdrique.

ARTICLE 6.
Le Secrdtariat permanent est 6tabli au si ge de la Soci6td. 1 comprend un Secrdtaire

gdn&al, ainsi que les secr~taires et le personnel n6cessaires.

Le premier Secr~taire g~nral est ddsign6 dans l'annexe. Par la suite, le Secrdtaire
g~nral sera nommd par le Conseil avec I'approbation de Ia majoritd de r'Assemblde.

Les secr6taires et le personnel du Secr6tariat sont nomm&s par le Secr6taire gdn6ral
avec l'approbation du Conseil.

Le Secrdtaire g~n~ral de la Soci~t6 est de droit Secr~taire g6n6ral de rAssemblde et
du Conseil.

Les d~penses du Secr6tariat sont supportfes par les Membres de la Socit dans a
proportion 6tablie pour le Bureau international de l'Union postale universelle.
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ARTICLE 7.
The Seat of the League is established at Geneva.
The Council may at any time decide that the Seat of the League shall be established

elsewhere.
All positions under or in connection with the League, including the Secretariat, shall

be open equally to men and women.
Representatives of the Members of the League and officials of the League when

engaged on the business of the League shall enjoy diplomatic privileges and immunities.
The buildings and other property occupied by the League or its officials or by

Representatives attending its meetings shall be inviolable.

ARTICLE 8.
The Members of the League recognise that the maintenance of peace requires the

reduction of national armaments to the lowest point consistent with national safety and
the enforcement by common action of international obligations.

The Council, taking account of the geographical situation and circumstances of each
State, shall formulate plans for such reduction for the consideration and action of the
several Governments.

Such plans shall be subject to reconsideration and revision at least every ten years.

After these plans shall have been adopted by the several Governments, the limits
of armaments therein fixed shall not be exceeded without the concurrence of the Council.

The Members of the League agree that the manufacture by private enterprise of
munitions and implements of war is open to grave objections. The Council shall advise
how the evil effects attendant upon such manufacture can be prevented, due regard being
had to the necessities of those Members of the League which are not able to manufacture
the munitions and implements of war necessary for their safety.

The Members of the League undertake to interchange full and frank information as
to the scale of their armaments, their military, naval and air programmes and the condition
of such of their industries as are adaptable to Narlike purposes.

ARTICLE 9.
A permanent Commission shall be constituted to advise the Council on the execution

of the provisions of Articles i and 8 and on military, naval and air questions generally.

ARTICLE io.

The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve as against external
aggression the territorial integrity and existing political independence of all Members of
the League. In case of any such aggression or in case of any threat or danger of such
aggression the Council shall advise upon the means by which this obligation shall be fulfilled.

ARTICLE xI.

Any war or threat of war, whether immediately affecting any of the Members of the
League or not, is hereby declared a matter of concern to the whole League, and the League
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ARTicLE 7.
Le sige de la Socidt6 est 6tabli AL Gen~ve.
Le Conseil pent . tout moment ddcider de l'tablir en tout autre lieu.

Toutes les fonctions de la Soci6t6 ou des services qui s'y rattachent, y compris le
Secrdtariat, sont Ogalement accessibles aux hommes et aux femmes.

Les Reprdsentants des Membres de la Socidt6 et ses agents jouissent dans 1'exercice
de leurs fonctions des privilges et immunitds diplomatiques.

Les bitiments et terrains occupds par la Socidt6, par ses services ou ses r6unions, sont
inviolables.

ARTICLE 8.
Les Membres de la Socid6t reconnaissent que le maintien de la paix exige la rdduction

des armements nationaux au minimum compatible avec la s6curit6 nationale et avec
l'exdcution des obligations internationales imposie par une action commune.

Le Conseil, tenant compte de la situation gdographique et des conditions sp~ciales do
chaque ] tat, pr6pare les plans de cette rdduction, en vue de l'examen et de la decision des
divers Gouvernements.

Ces plans doivent faire l'objet, d'un nouvel examen et, s'il y a lieu, d'une revision tous
les dix ans an moins.

Apr~s leur adoption par le divers Gouvernements, la limite des armements ainsi fix e
ne peut tre d6passde sans le consentement du Conseil.

Considdrant que la fabrication priv6e des munitions et du mat6riel de guerre soulve
de graves objections, les Membres de la Socid6t6 chargent le Conseil d'aviser aux mesures
propres it en dviter les ficheux effets, en tenant compte des besoins des Membres de la
Soci6t6 qui ne peuvent pas fabriquer le munitions et le mat6riel de guerre n6cessaires t
leur sllret6.

Les Membres de la Socidt6 s'engagent &. dchanger, de la mani~re la plus franche et la
plus complate, tous renseignements relatifs & l'echelle de leurs armements, & leurs pro-
grammes militaires, navals et adriens et & la condition de celles de leurs industries susceptibles
d'atre utilisdes pour la guerre.

ARTICLE 9.
Une Commission permanente sera form6e pour dormer au Conseil son avis sur 'exdcution

des dispositions des articles z et 8 et, d'une fagon g6ndrale, sur les questions militaires,
navales et adriennes.

ARTiCLE iO.
Les Mermbres de la Soci6t6 s'engagent & respecter et & maintenir contre toute agression

ext6rieure l'int~grit6 territoriale et l'inddpendance politique prdsente de tous les Membres
de la Socitd. En cas d'agression, de menace ou de danger d'agression, le Conseil avise aux
moyens d'assurer l'ex~cution de cette obligation.

ARTicLE iI.
I est expressdment d~clar6 que toute guerre ou menace de guerre, qu'elle affecte

directement ou non Fun des Membres de la Socit6, int6resse la Soci6t6 tout enti6re et que



FEBRUARY, League of Nations-Official Journal. 6
1920.

shall take any action that may be deemed wise and effectual to safeguard the peace of
nations. In case any such emergency should arisb the Secretary-General shall on the request
of any Member of the League forthwith summon a meeting of the Council.

It is also declared to be the friendly right of each Member of the League to bring to
the attention of the Assembly or of the Council any circumstance whatever affecting
international relations which threatens to disturb international peace or the good under-
standing between nations upon which peace depends.

ARTICLE x2.

The Members of the League agree that if there should arise between them any dispute
likely to lead to a rupture, they will submit the matter either to arbitration or to inquiry
by the Council, and they agree in no case to resort to war until three months after the
award by the arbitrators or the report by the Council.

In any case under this Article the award of the arbitrators shall be made within a
reasonable time, and the report of the Council shall be made within six months after the
submission of the dispute.

ARTICLE 13.

The Members of the League agree that whenever any dispute shall arise between them
which they recognise to be suitable for submission to arbitration and which cannot
be satisfactorily settled by diplomacy, they will submit the whole subject-matter to
arbitration.

Disputes as to the interpretation of a treaty, as to any question of international law,
as to the existence of any fact which if established would constitute a breach of any inter-
national obligation, or as to the extent and nature of the reparation to be made for any
such breach, are declared to be among those which are generally suitable for submission
to arbitration.

For the consideration of any such dispute the court of arbitration to which the case
is referred shall be the court agreed on by the parties to the dispute or stipulated in any
convention existing between them.

The Members of the League agree that they will carry out in full good faith any award
that may be rendered, and that they will not resort to war against a Member of the League
which complies therewith. In the event of any failure to carry out such an award, the
Council shall propose what steps should be taken to give effect thereto.

ARTiCLE 14.
The Council shall formulate and submit to the Members of the League for adoption

plans for the establishment of a Permanent Court of International Justice. The Court
shall be competent to hear and determine any dispute of an international character which
the parties thereto submit to it. The Court may also give an advisory opinion upon any
dispute or question referred to it by the Council or by the Assembly.

ARTIcLE 15.
If there should arise between Members of the League any dispute likely to lead to

rupture, which is not submitted to arbitration in accordance with Article x3, the Member
of the League agree that they will submit the matter to the Council. Any party to th
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celle-ci doit prendre les mesures propres A sauvegarder efficacement la paix des Nations.
En pareil cas, le Secrdtaire gdnral convoque imm~diatement le Conseil, h, la demande de
tout Membre de la Socit.

Il est, en outre, ddclar6 que tout Membre de la Soci~t6 a le droit, A titre amical, d'appeler
l'attention de l'Assemble ou. du Conseil sur toute circonstance de nature ;h affecter les
relations internationales et qui menace par suite de troubler la paix ou la bonne entente
entre nations, dont la paix d6pend.

ARTICLE 12.

Tous les Membres de la Socidt6 conviennent que, s'il s'6l6ve entre eux un diffrend
susceptible d'entralner une rupture, ils le soumettront soit A la procedure de l'arbitrage,
soit & l'examen du Conseil. Ils conviennent encore qu'en aucun cas ils ne doivent recourir
& la guerre avant l'expiration d'un ddlai de trois mois apr~s la sentence des arbitres ou le
rapport du Conseil.

Dans tons les cas pr~vus par cet article, la sentence des arbitres doit tre rendue dans
un d~lai raisonnable et le rapport du Conseil doit Wtre dtabli dans les six mois A dater du jour
oth il aura dtd saisi du diff~rend.

ARTicLE 13.
Les Membres de la Socidt6 conviennent que s'il s' l~ve entre eux un diff6rend

susceptible, & leur avis, d'une solution arbitrale et si ce diffdrend ne peut se r6gler de fagon
satisfaisante par la voie diplomatique, la question sera soumise intOgralement & l'arbitrage.

Parmi ceux qui sont gdnralement susceptibles de solution arbitrale, on d6clare tels
les diff~rends relatifs b l'interpr6tation d'un trait6, N tout point de droit international, A
la ralit de tout fait qui, s'fl 6tait dtabli, constituerait la rupture d'un engagement
international, ou A l'6tendue ou & la nature de la reparation due pour une telle rupture.

La Cour d'arbitrage & laquelle la cause est soumise est la Cour d~signae par les Parties
ou prdvue dans leurs conventions ant~rieures.

Les Membres de la Soci6t6 s'engagent & ex6cuter de bonne foi les sentences rendues
et h ne pas recourir h la guerre contre tout Membre de la Soci~td qui s'y conformera. Faute
d'ex~cution de la sentence, le Conseil propose les mesures qui doivent en assurer l'efiet.

ARTicLE 34.

Le Conseil est charg6 de priparer un projet de Cour permanente de justice internationale
et de le soumettre aux Membres de la Societ. Cette Cour connaltra tons diff6rends
d'un caract~re international que les Parties lui soumettront. Elle donnera aussi des avis
consultatifs sur tout diff6rend ou tout point, dont la saisira le Conseil ou l'Assemblde.

ARTIcLE x5.
S'il s'& ve entre les Membres de la Socidt6 un diff&end susceptible d'entrafner une

rupture et si ce diffdrend n'est pas soumis & I'arbitrage pr6vu 4 rarticle 13, les Membres de
la Socidtd conviennent de le porter devant le Conseil. A cet effet, il suffit que Iun d'eux
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dispute may effect such submission by giving notice of the existence of the dispute to the
Secretary-General, who will make all necessary arrangements for a full investigation and
consideration thereof.

For this purpose the parties to the dispute will communicate to the Secretary-General,
as promptly as possible, statements of their case, with all the relevant facts and papers,
and the Council may forthwith direct the publication thereof.

The Council shall endeavour to effect a settlement of the dispute, and if such efforts
are successful, a statement shall be made public giving such facts and explanations regarding
the dispute and the terms of settlement thereof as the Council may deem appropriate.

If the dispute is not thus settled, the Council either unanimously or by a majority
vote shall make and publish a report containing a statement of the facts of the dispute
and the recommendations which are deemed just and proper in regard thereto.

Any Member of the League represented on the Council may make public a statement of
the facts of the dispute and of its conclusions regarding the same.

If a report by the Council is unanimously agreed to by the Members thereof other than
the Representatives of one or more of the parties to the dispute, the Members of the League
agree that they will not go to war with any party to the dispute which complies with the
recommendations of the report.

If the Council fails to reach a report which is unanimously agreed to by the members
thereof, other than the Representatives of one or more of the parties to the dispute, the
Members of the League reserve to themselves the right to take such action as they shall
consider necessary for the maintenance of right and justice.

If the dispute between the parties is claimed by one of them, and is found by the
Council to arise out of a matter which by international law is solely within the domestic
jurisdiction of that party, the Council shall so report, and shall make no recommendation
as to its settlement.

The Council may in any case under this Article refer the dispute to the Assembly,
The dispute shall be so referred at the request of either party to the dispute, provided thai:
such request be made within fourteen days after the submission of the dispute to the Council

In any case referred to the Assembly, all the provisions of this Article and o:'
Article iz relating to the action and powers of the Council shall apply to the action anc.
powers of the Assembly, provided that a report made by the Assembly, if concurred in by
the Representatives of those Members of the League represented on the Council and of -.
majority of the other Members of the League, exclusive in each case of the Representatives
of the parties to the dispute, shall have the same force as a report by the Council concurre.
in by all the members thereof other than the Representatives of one or more of the partie,
to the dispute.

ARiCLE x6.

Should any Member of the League resort to war in disregard of its covenants undei
Articles Iz, 13 or 15, it shall ipso facto be deemed to have committed an act of war again,
all other Members of the League, which hereby undertake immediately to subject it to th(
severance of all trade or financial relations, the prohibition of all intercourse between the!
nationals and the nationals of the covenant-breakdng State, and the prevention of all financial
commercial or personal intercourse between the nationals of the covenant-breaking Stat(
and the nationals of any other State, whether a Member of the League or not.






















